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PREFACE. 



There are certain truths in the scriptures which we 
cannot fully comprehend. But while this is the case, 
still all knowledge is attainable, so far as this is 
necessary for practical purposes ; and the way of 
salvation is so plain, that even a child, or one of very 
weak intellect may be led to understand, to receive, 
and come under the influence of the truth. The 
gospel is suited to meet the case of man as guilty 
and depraved, and the Holy Spirit so deals with 
sinners by the truth, that those who remain destitute 
of salvation are utterly inexcusable. 

Some writers on religious subjects contradict in one 
place what they assert in another. This arises from 
the want of correct and comprehensive views of truth. 
An important rule in studying the scriptures is to 
interpret the more difficult in harmony with that 
which is plainer. The Bible being an infallible 
standard, whatever is its plain and undoubted meaning 



IV. 

in one passage, must necessarily harmonise with every 

other, for truth cannot contradict truth. 

Lord God, in great love and mercy condescend 

so to bless the reading of this treatise, that many 

sinners may be converted, and that believers may 

be quickened and refreshed. To Thy name be the 

glory. Amen. 

W. CLARK. 

Bbith, September^ 1860. 
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THE PATHWAY TO HEAVEN. 



CHAPTER I. 

SEVERAL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR IKSTRUCTINO THE 
IQNORANT AND GUIDING THE INQUIRING. 

Question 1. What is the natural state of the heart? 

Answer. In considering this question^ I shall first 
prove that the heart is depraved: Secondly, refer to 
the origin of that state. 

First. That the heart is naturally depraved may be 
argued from the selfishness, obstinacy, and passion 
manifested by infants. It is true that they are not 
moral agents. Still, if Adam had not sinned, doubt- 
less they would have been so under the control of the 
Holy Spirit, as to have been free from such thinga 
At what time they have sufficient strength of mind 
to constitute them moral agents, we cannot say. 
Possibly it may be at a very early age. But although 
connected with the fall of Adam, I cannot think that 
the consequences to those dying in infancy shall ex- 
tend beyond this Ufa They belong to the world 
which Qod so loved as to give his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. And although infants are 
not capable of believing, neither can they be guilty of 
rejecting the Saviour. And when Jesus was upon the 
eiurth^ we learn that "they brought young children to 
him, that he should touch them, and his disciples re- 
buked those that brought them. But when Jesus 
saw it he was much displeased, and said unto them, 



SuflFer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of God Verily 
I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive the king- 
dom of God as a little child, he shall not enter there- 
in. And he took them up in his arms, put his hands 
upon them, and blessed them." Mark x. 13-16. 
Further, part of the misery of the finally lost is the 
*'worm that dieth not." I believe that this expression 
signifies remorse or self-condemnation. Those dying 
in infancy could not feel remorsew 

For these and other considerations, there is reason 
to believe that all dying in infancy shall, through 
Christ, be adopted into the family of God, receive the 
Holy Spirit, and be admitted into heaven. The belief 
of this, however, will not prevent, but encourage be- 
lieving parents to bring their dying infants by faith 
and prayer ta the Saviour. 

Further, that all men are naturally depraved, may 
be argued from the state of society around us; from 
what we learn from other parts of the world in our 
own day, as well as from the history of the world in 
past ages. And the doctrine of natural depravity is 
plainly taught in the Scriptures. Gen. v. 3 ; Psal. IL 5 ; 
Jer. xvii. 9 ; John iii. 1—5. 

Second. I shall now describe the origin of depravity. 
God is not its author. Man was created in a state of 
holiness; but he sinned and fell Gen. L 27; EccL 
vii 29. 

I think the subject may be described more at large 
as follows: — Adam in the garden of Eden was in a 
state of probation : as a test of his obedience he was 
forbidden to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil He doubtless had the Holy Spirit in His 
enUghtening, sustaining, and gracious presence, con- 
sistently with a state of probation ; because if God 
had engaged absolutely to uphold him, there could 
have been no trial of obedience, Adam, therefore. 



was 80 constituted and upheld, that while he had 
sufficient power to have remained faithful, yet to fall 
was possibla And he did yield unto temptation, sub- 
jected himself to the curse, and forfeited the gracioui 
presence of the Spirit. And as Adam stood as th« 
representative of all his natural posterity, we are bora 
under the curse. Rom. v. 12-21. And as Adam, by 
sin, forfeited the Spirit for himself, and became 
depraved, the same consequences flow to us from our 
connection with him. Let it therefore be carefidly 
observed that the si» of Adam is the origin of 
depravity. 

But as Adam after the fall was placed under a dis- 
pensation bf mercy; if he therefore believed in the 
Saviour who was promised to come, and who did com* 
in the fulness of time, the Spirit would then be re- 
stored to him in His gracious and sanctifying in- 
fluences. But as Adam after his fall ceased to be 
our representative, suppose he became a behever, the 
Spirit was restored only to himself individually, not 
unto the race. But the Spirit strives with all under 
the gospel, to lead them to Jesus; and those who 
come short of salvation are guilty of resisting the 
Spirit Acts vii. 51.^ 

Ques. 2. What is Repentance? 

Atis, a change of mind. There is legal and there 
is evangelical repentance. The former is a change 
of mind in view of the consequences of sin, or in 
Buffering those consequences. In a legal sense Judat 
repented; and in the same sense the lost in hell re- 
pent Matt xxvii. 3-5 ; Luke xvi. 23-31. 

Evangelical repentance is that change of mind 
which a sinner experiences when he believes the 
gospel It is a radical change, equivalent to a new 
heart And while the new heart or repentance is the 
gift of God, Ezek xxxvi 26 ; Acts v. 31 ; it is also 
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the duty of the sinner. Ezek. xviii 31 ; Acts xvii. 30. 
And observe here, that an important rule in explain- 
ing a subject, is to give to every statement bearing 
thereon its proper weight And as the Scripture 
teacheth that a new heart or repentance is the gift of 
God, and the duty of man, both statements are true ; 
and the one must be in harmony with the other. Re- 
pentance may appropriately be called the gift of Grod, 
because the Spirit, by the instrumentality of the truth 
leads a sinner to repent. And the sinner by giving 
earnest attention to the truth, by which the Spirit 
aflFects that end, is led to repent. And repentance is 
the sinner's act. It is not God, but the sinner who 
repents. And while he who repents and believes the 
gospel, is conscious that he is indebted to God for the 
change he hath experienced : he on the other hand 
who rejecteth the gospel, and finally perisheth, shall 
be conscious in perdition that he has abused that 
grace which would have saved him. 

As an illustration of the state of mind of the con- 
verted and unconverted, let us consider the holy and 
wicked angels. The former love God supremely, are 
devoted to Him, and their highest aim is to promote 
His glory ; and full of happiness in God, they delight 
to see others happy. The latter are in rebellion 
against God, under the control of selfishness; and 
their highest aim is to gratify their own wicked 
desires, and being miserable, they take a malignant 
pleasure in the misery of others. 

The unconverted resemble the wicked angels: they 
also are rebels against God, and under the control of 
selfish principles. True, indeed, some of them mani- 
fest a considerable degree of benevolence ; and such 
conduct is better than unkindnesa Still their be-^ 
nevolence is very defective in its nature, generally 
having regard to men's temporal interests, and over, 
looking that which is incomparably of greater import 
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ance. And when such do anything to promote 
religion, as sometimes they do, it seems somewhat in- 
consistent when they refuse to walk in the ways of 
wisdom themselves : and nothing which these do flow 
from truly holy principlea And further, notwith- 
standing their deeds of benevolence, selfishness is the 
ruling disposition of their hearts. That such is the 
case is evident, because they make self their highest 
end; not only preferring their own interests to that of 
their fellow creatures, but even having at heart more 
their own selfish ends than the glory of God. 

And on the other hand, the converted resemble holy 
angels. They love God supremely, are devoted to 
Him, and delight to promote his glory. And being 
happy in Him, they delight to promote happiness 
amongst others. True, indeed, although a believer 
hath a new nature, the old corrupt nature is not ir- 
radicated, hence the warfare betwixt the old and the 
new nature. "For," saith the Apostle, "the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh ; and these are contrary the one to the other ; so 
that ye cannot do the things that ye would." GaL v, 17. 
Still a believer may truly be designated a new creature 
in Christ, because holiness hath the leading or con- 
trolling influence in his heart and conduct 

Repentance is a return to God, or a change of mind, 
so as to have right views of Him, and right feelings 
towards Him : and right views and feelings will have 
right conduct In order to this change the knowledge 
of God is necessary. He is a Spirit, John iv. 24; 
Self-existent, Ex. iii. 14; Eternal, Psa. xc. 2; Im- 
mutable, James i. 17; Wise, 1 Tim. i. 17; Holy, Isa. 
vi. 3 ; Good, Psa. c. 5 ; Just, Deut xxxii 4 ; Merciful, 
Ps. cxxx. 7; and True, Num. xxiiL 19. One may be 
converted whose knowledge of God is very limited, 
and none can fully find Him out, Job xi. 7-9. Still 
8ome true knowledge of Him is necessary; and be«r 
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lievers have not only this knowledge, but correspond- 
ing feelings. The knowledge of His infinite greatness 
inspires with reverence and humility ; the knowledge 
of His faithfulness and mercy through Christ inspires 
with trust and hope ; and the knowledge of His power, 
holiness, and glory, inspire with admiration, love and 
submission. 

Ques. 3. What is Faith ? 

Atis, The belief of a testimony. This is the case 
whether it be the testimony of man or of God, or 
whether it refer to temporal or spiritual matters. 
Faith is often set before us in the scriptures as a duty 
to be done. And many examples are recorded of 
those who believed, and of those who did not. Some 
of these examples refer to things temporal, and others 
to things spiritual. So that faith is referred to in so 
many aspects, and is so fally illustrated, by examples, 
that if we study the subject without prejudice, we 
cannot fail to come to the conclusion that faith is 
neither more nor less than the belief of a testimony. 
I subjoin a few illustrations, out of many that could 
be adduced. 

Noah being warned of God concerning the flood, 
moved with fear, built an ark : his fear arose from his 
faith in that event. Gen. vi. 12-22; Heb. xi. 7. God 
commanded Abraham to leave his native country, and 
go into a land that he would shew him. He believed, 
and his faith implied a trust in God, that as He had 
commanded, so He would guide him in the way 
whether he went Gen. xii 1-5 ; Heb. xi. 8. Caleb 
and Joshua believed in God's faithfulness and power 
to give the children of Israel the land of Canaan ; but 
the others who went to spy the land, and the congre- 
gation of Israel, did not believe ; so that on account 
of their unbelief, they were doomed to perish in the 
wilderness. Num. xiii 17-33; xiv. 1-10; Heb. iiL 7-19. 



Moses preferred rather to suffer affliction ^th the 
people of God, than to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter. This choice of Moses was not faith, but 
the effect of faith : and his choice implies that he be* 
lieved in the reality and importance of things unseen 
and eternal, as also that he trusted God would guide 
him, and put him in possession of the heavenly in* 
heritance, Heb. xi 24<>26. The jailor at Philippi, be- 
lieving his danger as a sinner, trembled; and believ- 
ing the truth as it is in Jesus,rejoiced, Acts xvi. 25-34. 
As the Apostle saith, ''with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness,'' some think that the faith of the 
gospel is not only believing the gospel testimony, but 
that it includes the consent of the heart or love to 
the truth. But while I grant that it is a most certain 
fact that all who believe the gospel, love the gospel ; 
still this does not prove that love mingles with faith 
as a part of it; for faith and love are quite distinct 
in their nature. And I apprehend that to believe 
with the heart simply means what the Apostle ex- 
presses in another place, by the phrase, "faith un- 
feigned," 2 Tim. L5. A testimony believed will pro- 
duce an effect corresponding to its nature; but we 
ought not to confound believing the testimony with 
the effect produced. He ,who believes the truth con- 
cerning his danger will be afraid ; but fear is no part 
of faitib in that truth, but is an effect of it And he 
who believes the gospel will desire and love those 
blessings connected with the gospel ; but his love is 
no part of his faith in the gospel, although accom>- 
panying or flowing from his faith. I therefore still 
maintain, that faith is simply the belief of a testimony. 
But while this is the case, I add, that believing the 
gospel implies a compliance with its end or design ; 
and that end is holiness. But while those who believe 
the gospel invariably turn from sin ; yet turning from 
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mn id not faith, bat that change of mind called re* 
pentance. 

The great eflfect of faith hath probably led some 
into the mistake of supposing that it is more than 
believing a testimony. And some so describe faith as 
to render it dark and mysterious, when in its own 
nature, it is plain and simple. But all truth of im- 
portance believed, whether relating to temporal or 
spiritual subjects hath power to produce an effect 
If a person was told of a large inheritance bequeathed 
to him, believing this, his feelings and conduct would 
be influenced. But as the truth in that case, had 
reference only to this world, the efifects could rise no 
higher. But the truth of the gospel being of surpass- 
ing importance and of a spiritual nature, when believ- 
ed, produceth a spiritual change. He who really be- 
lieves the gospel, has such an enlightened view of it, 
that he is convinced that it is from God While 
every important testimony understood and beUeved 
hath vital energy, this especially is the case with' the 
gospel and those truths intimately related to it Such 
truths or words " are spirit, and they are life." Truth 
of the highest order, namely, concerning the being 
and perfections of God, believed, makes the devils 
tremble because they are sinners ; and the same truth 
with a sense of the favour of God, imparts to holy 
angels their highest enjoyment Sinners of mankind,, 
apart from the gospel, have the same reasons as the 
devils to tremble. When otherwise, it is because they 
do not so vividly realise the truth concerning God^ 
There is much practical atheism amongst men on 
earth ; but sinners in a future state fully realise . that 
they are in the hands of God and are subjected to an 
awful and righteous retribution. But the gospel opens 
a door of hope for sinners in this world ; and he that 
believeth hath everlasting life. John iii. 145-17, 36; 
1 John V. 10-12. 



But what is that truth which, when helieved savei^ 
the soul ? I reply by stating four points. 

1st That Jesus is God and man in one person. 

2d. That by BLis obedience unto the death He hath 
honoured the law and made atonement for sin. 

3d. That God by raising Him from the dead hath 
manifested his approval of what He hath done in the 
room and stead of sinners. 

4th. That God haviag approved the finished work 
of Christ, and accepted Him as the surety of sinners^ 
He promiseth eternal life through Him to whosoever 
believetL 

Now, my reader, while it is necessary to understand 
and believe all these four points, yet a person may 
believe the three first points to which I have referred 
and not be a believer, or Christian. But when he be- 
lieves the fourth and last point, not excluding the pre- 
ceding, he then passes from death unto life. To that 
point, namely, the fourth and last, I shall now more 
particularly call the attention of my reader. God's 
promise of life through Christ is to sinners, to sinners 
as such, and therefore to you ; so that you are not 
only warranted, but it is your bounden duty to believe 
and live; and if you refuse to believe you must 
perish. Suppose a rich man promised to maintain 
a poor man as long as he lived, believing or trusting 
his promise, he felt and acted accordingly ; and a sin- 
ner believing God, or having confidence or trust in him 
as his God and Father in Christ, he has peace with 
Him And while faith in the gospel is simply 
believing God's testimony concerning Christ or his 
promise through him, still the very laying hold by 
faith of the promise of forgiveness implies ceasing to 
rebel ; for although forsaking sin is not the ground of 
pardon, the only ground is what Christ hath done ; at 
the same time it would be absurd to expect pardon 
and continue in sin. Further^ I observe^ that while 
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the faith of the gospel is an intellectual act, perceiv- 
ing its glory and the evidence of its truth, and so 
trusting the mercy of God in Christ; still nothing 
can so powerfully enkindle the affections as the be- 
lief of the gospel The reception of the gospel implies 
setting God on the throne of our hearts, and delight- 
ing to do his will. 

Qv£8, 4. What is the due order of Repentance, 
Faith, and Prayer? 

Atis. When two or more duties are united in a 
command there must be a reason why one is placed 
first in preference to another, but this does not prove 
that the duty placed first is that which is first to be 
obeyed. In explaining this I refer to the following 
texts, Isa. Iv. 6-7; Mark i. 15; Acts xx. 21. In one 
of the above texts, smners are commanded to call on 
the Lord and return to him. Faith is not, however, 
mentioned in that text, but it is implied ; for a call to 
repent always implies a call to believe. Having ex- 
plained that point, I combine all the above texts in 
making a few remarks. 

In the command repentance is placed before faith ; 
it seems to be so placed because the design or end of 
the gospel in reference to sinners is to lead them to 
repent or become new creatures, Titus iL 11-14. And 
faith in the truth is the instrument for accomplishing 
this end ; so that for a sinner to repent he must first 
believe. Again, it seems that prayer is placed first 
of all in the command, because that when a sinner is 
awakened to concern for salvation the necessity of 
making application to God by prayer is apt to be the 
first thing that occurs to his mind ; and this naturally 
leads to the enquiry, what encouragement hath God 
given to sinners to draw near unto Him ? And this en- 
quiry properly directed leads to the consideration of 
the mercy of God in Christ ; and a sinner believing 
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the mercy of God in Christ, which is his first duty; in 
close and inseparable connection with that he will re- 
pent, which is second in order; and last in order he 
will ask promised blessings. The promises do not 
supersede prayer, but lay a foundation for it; and 
God having promised blessings, requires that those 
who ask believe his word. 

Further, in connection with Matt viL 7-11 ; and 
Luke xi. 13, I remark that in the latter text the 
Spirit is expressly promised, and in the former "good 
things " are promised ; both passages evidently re- 
fer to the same great blessing. To receive the Holy 
Spirit, implies receiving all those gifts and graces 
which in the most emphatic sense are good things. 
Believers have the Spirit, Rom. viii 9 ; and it is their 
duty to ask the Spirit in greater measure, Eph. v. 18. 
But not to dwell on the case of believers, the 
unconverted are included in the command to ask the 
Spirit. It is not meant by the command that sinners 
are to ask the Spirit to strive with them to lead them 
to Jesus, for he strives with them independent of their 
asking. Gen. vi, 3. ; Acts viii. 51 ; and they are never 
commanded to pray in unbelief; no blessings are pro- 
mised to such prayers, James i 6-7. The promise re- 
fers to the Holy Spirit in his sanctifying influences ; 
the Spirit sanctifies by the instrumentality of the 
truth ; and the command to ask is connected with a 
promise of success, for it is said "whosoever asketh re- 
ceiveth.'' the promise of success implies faith. The 
command therefore for sinners to ask the Spirit, im- 
plies a command to repent and beliieve, and so to ask 
in faith. 

I have now shewn the scriptural order of repent- 
ance, faith, and prayer ; but not a few Christian teach- 
ers urge these duties on the attention of sinners in a 
manner strikingly different They direct first to 
prayer, and keep repentance and faith in the back- 
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ground: but such kiad of teaching is to trifle with 
the interests of souls. . Sinners are as if hanging over 
the bottomless pit by a slender cord, that may be 
snapped assunder any moment; and these teachers, 
although they mean not so, in effect slander "the 
glorious gospel," as if a present salvation was not 
attainable. But did not the Apostle direct the 
trembling jailor to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Acts xvi. 31. These persons seem to think that 
sinners cannot repent and believe ; but that in the 
meantime they can only pray. But the scripture does 
not command sinners to pray short of the prayer of 
faith. And observe further, that the command to re- 
pent and believe admits of no delay ; and as God does 
not require impossibilities, the very command to do 
so implies the promise of the aid of the Spirit to all 
that are in earnest to obey. Prov. i 20-23. 

But is a sinner not to attempt prayer at all pre- 
vious to believing? 

I reply that a sinner is not required to wait till he 
can say he believes before he attempts to pray. This 
is not forbidden, and it may be that in the very act of 
attempting to pray he may be led to believe : and a. 
sinner burdened with sin will be apt to attempt com- 
ing to God in his distress. It is probable that the 
publican was unconverted when he went up to the 
temple to pray; and it seems that while attempting, 
or while engaged in prayer, that he believed. It is 
indeed certain that he did pray in faith, for he went 
down to his house justified; and there is no being 
justified without faith. Luke xviii. 9-14; Gal. iL 16. 

The important end to which the Spirit by the truth 
aims to lead sinners is submission, or in other words 
to repent and believe. Sometimes a sinner, even 
when awakened to concern, is unwilling to give up 
sin; and in proportion as he seeth the importance of 
salvation, and refuseth to comply with the call of the 
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gospel, so in proportion will he be distressed : and if 
while refusing to come to decision, his mind is soothed 
by prayer; that is if he substitute prayer for re- 
pentance and faith, prayer in such a case proves to 
him a curse ; because his attention to prayer, and his 
drawing comfort from it, stand in the way of compli- 
ance with that end which the Spirit by the truth aims 
to lead him. 

Quest 5. Is the work of the Spirit in conversion 
in harmony with the nature of man as a free agent? 

Arts. Yes. Conversion is not obtaining any new 
faculties, but putting in a right direction those 
faculties or powers of the soul already possessed ; and 
the Spirit, by the instrumentality of the truth, effects 
the change consistently with the free agency of man. 
The salvation of every sinner originates in the free 
grace of God; and sometimes God in a wonderful 
manner manifests the sovereignty and riches of his 
grace, in saving sinners notorious for their wickedness. 
And while this is the case, it is also true that God, by 
the gospel, brings salvation nigh for the acceptance of 
all. And while no sinner can be saved without the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, when a sinner comes 
short of salvation, the reason is not with God but 
with the sinner himself; he is guilty of resisting the 
Spirit, Gen. vi. 3; Acts vii. 51. And I further observe, 
that while we are not warranted to say of any sinner 
in this world that he is beyond the reach of the grace 
of God; still God hath set limits to himself in the 
'exercise of his mercy ; and a sinner may so long and 
so obstinately resist all the means God useth for his 
salvation, that it is not fit, God should do more for 
him ; and in this case he must perish without remedy. 
2 Chron. xxxvi 15, 16; Isa. v. 4. But it is never too 
la-te with any who are earnestly desirous to be saved 
on gospel terms. Rev. xxii 17. Let none, however, 
dalay. Heb. iii 15. 
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But further, as the Holy Spirit imparts a new heart, 
or leads to conversion by the instrumentality of the 
truth, John iii. 5 ; 1 Peter L 23 ; and as this change 
hath reference to the understanding and the heart, we 
would naturally conclude that a sinner in experiencing 
it is an active agent; and that this is the case is evident, 
because sinners are commanded to repent or make a 
new heart, Acts xvii. 30 ; Ezek. xviiL 31. To do so, 
therefore, is a duty, and duty is active agency. And 
further, as the teaching or work of the Spirit in 
conversion, hath reference to man as a free agent, and 
in a state of depravity, we naturally conclude that it 
is possible that he may wickedly refuse compliance 
"svith that end to which the Spirit by the truth aims 
to lead him: and facts around us, as well as the 
teachings of the Scriptures, prove that sinners often 
put salvation from them. 

The agency of the Spirit by the truth, and the 
agency of the sinner in view of the truth, are quite 
distinct agencies. And while the Spirit never can 
fail to do all that which is fit and proper on His part, 
the sinner often fails in due attention and appreciation 
of the truth, and so remains unconverted. Those who 
come short of conversion are guilty of neglecting or 
turning away the mind from that truth by which the 
Spirit enlightens the understanding, and leads into 
the love of God. A new heart is a new disposition; it 
is to have God enthroned in the heart, and every idol 
expelled. The character of God manifested by the 
gospel, is peculiarly fitted to win the heart ; and that 
a sinner may attain to conversion, he must act intelli- 
gently, searching after, and giving attention to the 
truth, till he understand, receive it, and experience its 
influence. Those who receive the gospel are cast in 
its mould ; in other words, they take an impression of 
the truth as the wax takes the likeness of the seal. 

The Spirit by the truth aims to save all, 1 Tim. ii. 
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1-4; 2 Peter iiL 9; he strives with them for this 
very end. Some receive the truth, others reject it; 
and while the latter are inexcusable, the former in 
taking the gift of eternal life by believing the gospel» 
have no cause for boasting ; a poor man could not 
boast because he held out his hand and took a gift 

Presented to him. As an illustration of this subject, 
refer to the Jailor at Philippi, and FeUx ; Acts xvi. 
27-34?, xxiv. 25-27; both of these persons were so 
convinced of sin and danger as to tremble. But while 
these two cases were thus alike, the conduct of the 
one under conviction was entirely different from the 
other; the former cherished his convictions, enquired 
the way to be saved, was directed and believed; the 
latter resisted the Spirit, and continued in his sins. 
I further observe, that while the striving of the Spirit 
to lead sinners to Jesus is of the same nature with all, 
still as the Spirit sanctifieth by the truth, none can 
have the Spirit dwelling in them, and experience his 
sanctifying influences, except those who believe. Gal. 
iii 13, 14. 

Words are signs or symbols of truth. A man may 
set scriptural truth before others, and in some degree 
explain it, but the teaching of the Holy Spirit so 
enlightens the understanding, and effects such a 
thorough change in the heart of those who believe, 
which mere human teaching could never effect 
Believers are led to see such glory, importance, and 
suitableness in the truth, that it evidenceth itself to 
be of God. The perfections of God are manifested 
with peculiar lustre by the gospel, and the gospel 
meets the sinner's necessities, not only justifying and 
purifying him who believeth, but also satisfying the 
desires of his soul after happiness. When a sinner 
lays hold by faith of God's covenant mercy, he also 
apprehends and chooses God as his God and Father 
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in Christ; so that having come to God the fountain 
of living waters, he drinks and is abundantly satisfied. 
But are all times equally favourable for conversion? 
There are certain seasons that are peculiarly favourable 
seasons when the Spirit by the truth in greater degrees 
strives with sinners, and when by various circum- 
stances, or providential arrangements. He more than 
usually impresseth the mind with the importance of 
religion, and the necessity of decision. A time of 
affliction is one of those seasons, and the time of the 
revival of religion is another, when an impression is 
made on many minds, and when numbers around are 
choosing the one thing needful. Such times are 
emphatically seasons of grace, and should be improved, 
so as to lead sinners to turn to the Lord. Still, through 
all the period of a sinner's probation, the call of the 
gospel is incessantly urged upon his attention, if he 
will hearken unto it, and the aid of the Spirit is so 
available at all times that conversion is attainable. As 
an illustration, suppose that a gentle breeze constantly 
blew into a harbour, a ship at all times by spreading 
the sails might enter ; but if at another time a strong 
breeze arose, besides, that the tide was flowing in, 
then in this latter case the ship would enter with 
greater speed.^ 

Ques, 6. Is there a decree to prevent the salvar- 
tion of any ? 

Ans. There is not Anxious enquirers are some- 
times greatly distressed with the thought that a de- 
cree may stand in the way of their salvation; in other 
words, they fear that they are not elected. But this 
ariseth from ignorance, as I shall plainly shew. As 
an introduction to the subject I shall briefly refer to 
angels. The Scripture speaks of "elect angels'' and 

* See Appendix A. 
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of those who "kept not their first estate/' From 
these statements and other reasons we are warranted 
to conclude that angels at their creation were placed 
in a probationary state, that some remained faithful, 
who on that account are chosen or approved of God ; 
and others having sinned are left to the fearful con- 
sequences of their rebellion. As the holy angels never 
sinned they are justified on terms of law; still they 
have no cause for boasting, they only did their duty; 
and doubtless they feel indebted to the sustaining 
grace of God ; and I believe that the wicked angels 
are conscious that by falling from their original state 
they have been guilty of abusing the grace of God, 
and are therefore inexcusable. 

But not to enlarge on the case of angels, I observe 
that all men having sinned are condemned by the 
law; as the law cannot be set aside,and as those who 
have transgressed cannot satisfy its penalty, man 
would have been helpless had not God provided a 
remedy. Christ by his obedience unto the death hav- 
ing met the claims of law and justice ; those who be- 
lieve in him are justified. Such viewed by God iii their 
connection with Christ are chosen, justified and adopt- 
ed into his family. 

As an illustration I refer to the parable of the 
marriage feast, Matt. xxii. 1-14; but I shall explain it 
only so far as it bears on our present subject The 
invitation in the parable is a gospel invitation; com- 
pliance with it is to come to Jesus, "many are called." 
The invitations of the gospel are addressed to all. 
"Unto you; O men I call; and my voice is to the 
sons of man'' &c. Prov. viii 4-11. Many openly reject 
the invitation, tod not a few professedly comply who 
are self-deceivers and hypocrites. Some, however, 
come to the Saviour in truth; but if the latter were 
placed on the one hand, and all the rest on the other, 
those who truly comply with the invitation are com- 

B 
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paratively few; so that "few are chosen." Only those 
are chosen or approved of God who have on the 
wedding garment, namely, the righteousness of Christ, 
and those only who believe have His righteousness 
imputed to them. 

Salvation originates in the free grace of God; and 
He sometimes so manifests his sovereignty in the sal- 
vation of sinners as in a striking manner to make one 
to differ from anoth^. The conversion of the apostle 
Paul is an example of this kind ; still this is in har- 
mony with a free salvation for the acceptance of alL 

As an illustration, I shall suppose that two young 
men have often heard the gospel, but rejected it; and 
being in a boat which is upset, one of them dieth in 
his sins, and the other is providentially rescued, and 
afterwards is converted ; so that, while the former just- 
ly perished in his rios! the Lord in sovereign nJercy 
distingmshed the other. Observe further, that sinr 
ners under the goi^l are in a state of probation. The 
Spirit of God by the truth strives with them; some 
believe and are saved, others reject the jgospel and 
perish; and as past, present, and future, is, and has 
been always present to God, he justifieth the fonoaer, 
and leaveth the latter to perish, in the perfect view of 
all the circumstances of every individual case. 

It is for want of properly considering the fore^ 
knowledge of God, that some are perplexed concerning 
election. Suppose that the inhabitants of one of the 
provinces of an earthly kingdom rebelled, and thrt 
the king of that country prodaimed foigiveness to all 
who by a certain day Isud down iheir arms; that kinp^ 
could not know whether some, or aU» would aviol 
themselves of it; but even if we were to suppose he 
did foreknow, this would not alter the nature of the 
proclamation, nor its results; and while God knoweth 
mfalHbly what shall be the result of the means He 
nseth to save sinners; and while it is of grace that 
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He usetli means, and all that are saved are debtors to 
grace, at the same time, those who put salvation from 
them, have themselves to blame, and God doth not 
condemn or justify because of his foreknowledge, but 
he hath reasons for so doing. Those who continue to 
the end rejecting the gospel, are finally condemned for 
that reason, namely, for their rejection of the gospel ; 
and God can only justify and approve of those who 
by faith are united to Christ, and clothed with the 
robe of his most perfect righteousness. 

God sets before sinners in his word, life and death, 
the blessing and the curse, and their eternal destiny 
hangs on the choice which they make. Deut. xxx. 19. 
And let it be particularly observed, that God^s 
purposes of mercy and judgment, in other words, the 
chmce or dection of some, and the rejection of others, 
is in perfect harmony with ihe means he uses with 
sinners for their salvation, and the conduct of sinners 
under these means> some receiving tiie gospel, and 
others rejecting it ''He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting hfe: and he that believeth not the 
Son shsU not see life ; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him.'' John iii 36. 

A full and free salvation for the acceptance of all, 
aad election, as some understand it, cannot stand 
together; hence the writings of some m^i to a cai^in 
extent are contradictory. Suppose a complex arith* 
HLotical problem was submitted to the inspection of 
some, they would not understand it, when others 
perceived the dependoiee of one part on another, and 
theperfectharmony of the whole; and as God himdelf 
in nis w(»rd brings nigh a free salvation for the 
acceptance of all, there can th^efdie be no doctrine 
contraiy to this truth; for every part of truth must 
necessarily be hk harmony with all the other parts. 
Some truths are i&deed beyond the comprehension of 
a&j finite mind; but the subject under consideration is 
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sufficiently plain to be xmderstobd by us, at least, so 
far as to remove all practical difficulty from our minds. 
The key to the solution of the difficulty connected 
with this subject has above been partly intimated, 
and I shall prosecute the argument a little frirther. 
It is evident from the scriptures, that there are sinners 
in hell whom God desired to save when they were 
upon the earth, and he used means for that end ; but 
they rejected his counsel against themselves, and 
perished God would have saved these sinners, but 
they would not; he put salvation within their reach, 
and if they had by faith, laid hold of God's covenant 
mercy, they would have been put amongst the chosen 
people of God. It is plain, therefore, that there is no 
decree to prevent the salvation of any, hut a free 
salvation for the acceptance of alL Gen. vL 3; 1 Peter 
iii 18-20; 2 Chr. xxxvi 14-16; Luke xiii. 34, xix. 
41-44. 

As the curse of the law is pronounced upon sinners 
universally, so therefore, every unconverted person 
should apply this sentence of the law to himself; and 
in like manner, as the proclamation of forgiveness by 
the gospel is addressed to all, every sinner is warranted, 
and it is his duty to apply the truth of the gospel to 
his own case, so as to believe, and obtain salvation. 
Every sinner who will read the scriptures with atten- 
tion and intelligence, must perceive that God in his 
word treats him individually; God and the sinner 
comes into contact, so that he feels his responsibility. 
Indeed, God as really addresses him, as if he spake to 
him by name with a voice from heaven, not only 
warning him of his danger if he continues to rebel, 
but ^so directing him to the way of escape. God 
promiseth through Christ eternal life to him, even to 
all who believe, that is, to every one who take him at 
his word. In all this you may perceive the overflow- 
ings of the love of God to you individually, although 
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still a sinner under the curse ; not that he can approve 
of your rebellion, but he manifests his compassion 
towards you, and his desire for your everlasting welfare. 
But if notwithstanding all this, you fear that a decree 
stands in the way of your salvation, that is, to doubt 
the word of Him who cannot lie, think of the great sin 
of so doing ; and be not any longer faithless, but be- 
lieve the gospel and live, Isa. xlv. 22 ; John iii 14-17; 
IJohnv. 10-12.1 

Ques, 7. Is salvation by the gospel, free for the 
acceptance of all? 

Atis. It is. And this is evident, when -ste consider, 
first, that as Christ is truly God, as well as truly man, 
his death is enough for the redemption of every human 
being, yea, of sinners in ten thousand worlds, if there 
were such, and if his death had reference to them. 
Again, the gospel is commanded to be preached to 
every creature, and the commands and invitations of 
the gospel are addressed to all, and eternal life is 
promised to every one who believeth. Mark xvi. 15, 16 ; 
Isa. xlv. 22; John iii. 14-17; Acts xiiL 38, 39. 
Again, those who refuse to believe, are condemned for 
unbelief; this proves that life for them in Christ, is 
put within their reach, John iii. 18, 19. And lastly, 
that the death of Christ hath reference to all, is 
evident from the express language of the Scriptures. 
The apostle referring, to Christ, saith that "He is the 
propitiation for our sins,'^ that is, for the sins of 
believers, and he immediately adds, "and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.'' 1 John 
ii. 2 ; John i. 29 ; 1 Tim. ii. 6. 

The words of Christ, "I lay down my life for the 
sheep," John x. 15, are in perfect harmony with those 
passages which prove that he died for all ; for the 

* See Appendix B. 
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sheep of Christ, or believers, are part of iiie world of 
sinners for whom he laid down his life; and what is 
true of the whole, is true also of a pait of that whole. 
But whilst the death of Christ hath reference to all 
men, none get the benefit except those who believe. 
John iiL 36. 

Ques, 8. What is the nature of blasphemy against 
the Holy Spirit? 

Ana. There are difficulties connected with this 
question. I hope however, that the following observa- 
tions may throw some light upon the subject The 
occasion when Christ spake of this sin was when hav- 
ing cured a man possessed with a devil; the Pharisees 
accused him of having done so by Beelzebub the 
Prince of the devils. Those persons ascribed to the 
agency of Satan that which Christ did by the Spirit 
of God, Mat. xii 22-32 ; it is clear therefore, that in 
doing so they were guilty of blasphemy: still it is 
not certain tiiat their sin on this occasion was the 
unpardonable sin: Perhaps the Saviour's words were 
only a warning that they were approaching the fear- 
ful brink, not that it was yet committed. The miracles 
that Jesus did, were high evidences that he is the 
Christ; still, the evidences of this great truth were 
higher still, when Christ having laid down his life, 
was raised again from the dead, and when as the fruit 
of His death and resurection, the Spirit in a wonder- 
ful manner was poured out on the day of Penticost 

On the day of Penticost, therefore, if not before, 
suppose that the evidence of the truth of the gospel 
had been clearly placed before a man, and if notwith- 
standing this, from enmity to the gospel he spake 
against it, and laboured to prevent its progress in the 
world; and that he did so not as a single act under 
the force of temptation, but deliberately and persever- 
ingly, then it seems he would be guilty of this sin. 
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But observe in connectioii with these woids, that as 
no man can say what knowledge is necessary to con- 
stitute a child a moial agent, neither can we cartainly 
judge what degree of light or conviction of the truth 
tntist be possessed by a man before he could be guilty 
of the sin under consideration. Some have thought 
that this sin cannot be committed at the present day, 
but no proof can be given for this opinion: so that no 
person can with certainty say, but that a man may 
be as capable of committing the sin now as in early 
agea But while I say so, I am anxious that none 
needlessly distress him^lf on this sulgect If it be 
at all committed in the present day, it is probably 
very seldom. The Scriptures saith, "the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us {rt)m all sin." It 
cannot therefore be doubted that the blood of Christ 
can and does cleanse from the deepest stains, all who 
have recourse to Him ; but those guilty of the sin 
under consideration never come to Jesus; and they 
have maliciously and blasphemously opposed the 
gospel, notwithstanding considerable knowledge or 
evidence of its truth; and they have so fully and 
determinedly put it from them, that they seem to have 
placed themselves in such a position that they neither 
desire nor hope for mercy. But one thing may be 
here stated with certainty, that any who are anxious 
inquirers after salvation need not have the least fear 
that the door of mercy is shut It is still open, delay 
not to enter, there is no promise for to-morrow. 

In connection with this subject I subjoin extracts 
concerning an individual, and a conversation that a 
minister had with him, related by Dr. Henry in 
"Letters to a Friend." 

"Mr. L. had enjoyed the privilege of sitting 
under an able and successful ministry. His heart 
had been toflched; and during a remarkable period 
m which he saw many of his friends embracing the 
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hope of salvation, his own convictions increased ; not 
long after, his feelings ol impatience became sensitive. 
His attention was subsequently turned from its own 
proper object to one more nearly connected with our 
natural selfishness; he ceased to be an enquirer, and 
became an objector. It is hard to stop here; opposi- 
tion succeeded a habit of objecting ; an apparent bit- 
terness of prejudice and malevolence of expression 
were observable when he opened his lips on the sub- 
ject of religion. Still the past day of. conviction was 
a memorable time to him. Five years afterwards, he 
was again aroused to a sense of his danger ; and with 
the alarm came the terrible recollection of his former 
conduct; language which he had uttered, and which 
appeared nearly allied to blasphemy, returned in fear- 
ful freshness to his memory. He accused himself of 
having committed the unpardonable sin; all efforts 
to persuade him to the contrary were unavailing'" . . 

His converstion with a minister on the subject 
now follows. 

"You believe yourself guilty of unpardonable sin?*' 

"I am sure of it."" 

"In what did the crime consist?"' 

"I opposed the work of God." 

"So did Saul." 

"I denied Jesus Christ." 

"So did a disciple afterwards honoured by his 
Master." 

"I doubted the power of Jesus Christ after strong 
evidence in its favour." 

"So did Thomas." 

"What? are you attempting to prove by such exam- 
ples that I am a Christian?" 

"Not at all, I am only enquiring into the nature of 
your guilt; and thus far I see no reason for despair." 

"I have hated God" rejoined the self-condemned, 
^'and openly avowed my enmity in sight of his divine 
operations," 
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"Thus far your case is lamentable indeed, but not 
hopeless still; our hearts are naturally at enmity with 
God, and I do not see why the open avowal of this, 
drawn out by the sight of the law into vdsible form, 
must necessarily and always constitute the guilt of 
which you accuse yourself" 

"I feel that I am cut oflf from salvation."' 

''It is difficult to reason against your feelings, but 
they are no proof on the present subject. Let me 
enquire whether you desire the pardon of your sinsf ' 

"Assuredly, if it were possibla" 

"Do you regret the conduct of which you accuse 
yourself?'' 

"Certainly." 

"Do you sincerely desire repentance?" 

"I would give the world, if it were mine, to be able 
to do so." 

"Then it is not possible that you have been guilty 
to an unpardonable extent, for these are characteristics 
of a state of mind faithless, but far from being 
desperate, and they come within the design of gospel 
invitations." 

"There was," adds Mr. Henry, "something simple 
and touching in this mode of ministering to a mind 
diseased, and it produced an effect which, probably no 
other process could have accomplished. Mr. L. did 
not long survive this interview; but his Uving and 
dying hours were those of a favoured Christian. 

Qiies. 9. Who are self-deceivers? 

Ans, Those who hope for happiness in a future 
state upon false grounds. The modes of self-decep- 
tion are many. I only attempt to describe some of 
them. And observe, first, that confident hope is no 
evidence. It is well, indeed, when on the true founda- 
tion; but there may be great confidence on a false 
foundation, Eev. iiL 17. Let none, therefore, be sat^ 
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isfied with hope tml6£B he can give a scriptural reason 
for it 1 Peter iii 15. 

Self-deception often arises from inadequate or slight 
views of sin. A sinner deceives himseK when he 
hopes for heaven because God is merciful, not consid*- 
ering that He is also just; and none can partake of 
pardoning mercy except by faith in the atoning 
sacrifice of Christ Again, if any expect to escape 
punishment hereafter because he is a great su£Ferer in 
this world ; in this case he expects to get to heaven 
without Christ, and is a self-deceiver. Again, if any 
suppose that he hath done good actions, which balance 
his evil deeds, he manifests gross ignorance, and 
deceives himself. Again, he who builds his hope 
partly on Christ and partly on his own doings, deceives 
himself; for none can be saved unless he renoimce all 
dependence on his own deeds, and build his hope 
entirely on Christ 1 Cor. iii 11; GaL ii 16; JE^iL 
iii. 7-9. 

Further. Let none think himself a Christian because 
of a dream, vision, or voice supposed to be heard; or 
from a text of Scripture brought to the miad in what 
is supposed an extraordinary way. In some or in all 
these ways doubtless Satan deludes souls to their ruin. 
Again, one may have been under conviction and soul 
distress, have obtained a kind of peace, have given 
up certain sins, diligently observe various duties, have 
the hope of heaven, may suppose that he hath love to 
God, and he may have some degree of pleasure in 
religious observances, and notwithstanding all these 
things be a self-deceiver. 

In connection with one of the points mentioned 
above, an important question arises. Suppose the 
text "Fear thou not: for I am with thee; be not dis- 
mayed: for I am thy God,'' &c., Isa. xli 10, was 
s^gg^sted to the mind, how are we to judge whether 
it has been suggested by the Holy Spirit or by Satan? 
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I reply, we can only know by the eflfecta Suppose 
that the above worck were suggested to the mind of 
an unconverted person, and that he is theieby led to 
ibmk himself a child of God and aa heir of heaven, 
and that he is filled with self-conceit and despises 
others; such effects manifest the agency of Satan. 
But on the other hand, suppose that the same text 
were suggested to a believer, and that he is led there^ 
by to examine himself, and finds that his hope is rest- 
ing on Jesus the true foundation, that he experiences 
enlarged and admiring views of the lovingkindness of 
God ; and that conscious of his many sins and short- 
comings, he aspires after greater conformity to the 
will of God ; and moreover, that he takes encourage- 
ment from the truth in the text to trust God more 
stedfastly in the midst of the privations and di£Sculties 
of his wilderness journey; such fruits evidence the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit 

In illustration of the subject I subjoin two examples 
of self-deception, ifirst, a young woman was thought 
dying, who had confident hope of heaven, but was 
deceiving herself She, however, did not die then. 
Afterwards a minister having met with her, had a 
conversation, of which the following are extracts. 

"I should like to know,'' said he, "what the state 
of your mind was when you thought you were going 
to die?" 

"O,'' said she, "I was very happy/' 

He replied, " It is a solemn thing to appear in the 
presence of God ; to give an account of every thought, 
and word, and action. To what place did you expect 
to go, when you died?" 

"Why, to heaven, certainly," said she. 

"So does everybody," he replied. "If you ask the 
drunkard, and the Sabbath breaker, and the liar, they 
all hope to go to heaven. But upon what ground 
did you found your hope?" 
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"Why, I never did any body any harm, I had 
always been dutiftd to my parents, and an affectionate 
sister, and kind to my neighbours/' 

"But," said the minister, "had you no other grounds 
for hope?'' 

"No," she replied, "were they not sufficient?" 

He made no direct remark; but said, "I am very 
thankful you did not die." 

"Why," she inquired sharply, "Do you think I 
would not have gone to heaven?" 

"Yes," said he, "I am sure you would not. You 
were hoping to go to heaven without Christ. You 
were resting on a false foundation ; and had you died, 
that foundation would have given way, and you would 
have fallen through it into perdition." 

Secondly. Benjamin Franklin was a self-deceiver. 
He is sometimes set forth as a mode] for imitation; 
and in some respects his conduct was laudable, but in 
other respects his example isj highly pernicious. He 
was a self-deceiver. He evidently expected future 
happiness; still, I do not say [that he had the hope 
of heaven. Indeed, I know not if there was either 
a heaven or a hell in his idea of the future. In 
a letter written on the death of a brother he saith, 
"Our friend and we were invited abroad on a party of 
pleasure, which is to last for ever. His chair was 
ready first, and he is gone before us. We could not 
all conveniently start together; and why should you 
and I be grieved at this, since we are soon to follow, 
and know where to find him." From the foregoing 
extract it seems that he had no proper sense of man's 
position as a sinner: that under the righteous govern- 
ment of God all must and will be punished for their 
sins hereafter, except those who m this life avail 
themselves of the remedy God hath provided by the 
gospel 

That Benjamin Franklin was totally destitute of 



29 

religion is evident from his life, written by himself, 
and from a letter he wrote when about eighty-five 
years of age. In that letter, referring to an essential 
doctrine of the gospel, he expresses doubts of its truth, 
confessing at the same time that he never studied it, 
and was in no care now to do so, as he expected soon 
to be where he would learn the truth without any 
trouble. And so it was, that while he was ready to 
bend the whole powers of his mind to the investiga- 
tion of a scientific subject, that truth which concerned 
his soul he treated with indiflference ; and he was so 
awfully blind and hardened in his sins, that he seemed 
to look to the future with hope. But as he was 
ignors^t of the gospel, his hope was evidently false. 

I further remark, that if he was not converted 
betwixt the date of the last letter mentioned above 
and bis death; and although I do not say we are 
to despair of the conversion of any man while he 
is on the earth, still, that any such change took place 
is very unlikely, on one so aged, so near his end, and 
seemingly so full of self-complacency. Besides, if 
such a change had taken place, we might expect that 
it would have been recorded and generally known. 
Taking it, therefore, for granted, that he died as he 
lived, I come to the conclusion, that although he is 
dignified with the name of philosopher, and some of 
his scientific investigations are interesting, still there 
was a littleness about his mind, like a child gathering 
pebbles of little or no value, and rejecting a diamond 
of matchless worth. With all his acknowledgment 
of the future, he was practically an infidel ; and with 
all his worldly wisdom, when weighed in the balance 
of the truth of God's word, he was emphatically a 
fool, preferring earth to heaven, time to eternity. 

Ques, 10. Can ceremonies, apart from the reception 
of the truth, benefit the soul? 
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Ans, No. There are certain ceremonies connected 
with the false system of Borne which have no foim- 
dation in the Scriptures, and those who observe them, 
expecting salvation on that account, believe a lie; and 
continuing in their delusion must inevitably perish; 
and even those ordinances which are scriptural cannot 
profit apart from the reception of the trutL Those 
who observe the forms of religion, when destitute of 
its power, are self-deceivers or hypocrites ; and such 
are in a more dangerous position than even the out- 
wardly wicked who make no profession; for it is 
peculiarly difficult to awaken such to a sense of their 
danger so as to enduce them to flee from the wrath to 
come. 

Having made these remarks, I shall describe the 
ordinances of baptism and the Lord's supper, in so 
far as this is necessary in treating the subject under 
oonsideration. 

First Concerning baptism. Baptism into the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit is an ordinsuice of Christ The water in that 
ordinance is symbolical of the teaching, regenerating, 
or purifying influences of the Holy Spirit 

Some think that infants of believers should be 
baptised, and that the proper mode is pouring or 
BprinkliQg by water. And others think none should 
be baptised till they profess their faith in Christ, and 
that the proper nKnie is by immersion. Without here 
entering on this controversy, I shall briefly state what 
might be said by Christian men on either side. The 
former would argue that it is the duty of believing 
parents to have their infant children baptised; and 
that in so doing the paarents have brought before their 
minds, by the symbol of water, the need of the re- 
generating influence of the Holy Spirit And in 
dedicating their children to Qod in this ordinance, 
they engage, if spared, ta bring them up in the nur- 
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ture and admoiutiou of the Lord And as soon as the 
children are capable of understanding, and that may 
be when very young, it is their duty to tell them ^ 
their having been baptised in their infancy, and it is 
the duty of the children in their early years to believe 
in Christ, and to devote themselves to the service of 

GoA 

Those on the other hand who think none should be 
baptised previous to faith in Christ would say, that 
while the water in baptism is a symbol of the teach- 
ing, and purifying influences of the Holy Spirit, 
they would also say, that the subject of baptism, by 
attention to this ordinance, made a public profession 
of his faith in Christ, that he had experienced the 
efficacy of His blood to cleanse from guilt, and the 
efficacy of His Spirit to cleanse from pollution. 

Some maintain that infants are regenerated or 
made new creatures by baptism; but such an opinion 
is contrary to reason and to Scripture; and it is per- 
fectly absujrd to suppose that water, applied to the 
body, could effect a spiritual change upon the souL 
Besides, many who have been baptised manifest that 
they are not new ci-eatures^ I have shewn above that 
the water used in baptism is a symbol of truth, but 
I need not here repeat what I have already said on 
the subject 

Secondly. As regards the ordinance of the Lord's 
supper. It is evident, both firom reason and scrip- 
ture, that the mere outward attention to it cannot 
profit the soul ; indeed, apart from the reception of 
ihe truth, doing so is a profiGaiation of the ordinance* 
ai&d beccHnes a curse. The bread in that ordinance is 
a symbol of the body of Christ, and the wine is a sym- 
bol of his blood, a^d by these emblems or sensible 
si^ns the dying love of Christ is brought before the 
mmds of believers. And not only is this ordinance 
conucoemorative of the death of Christ for our sin^ 
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but the observance of it implies a profession of faith 
in Christ, love to him, and devotedness to his service; 
so that those are self-deceivers or hypocrites and pro- 
fess a falsehood, who observe this ordinance when 
they are not real disciples of Christ; and unconverted 
professors are in a peculiarly dangerous position : their 
very profession is a bar to their conversion. But in 
this ordinance, believers enjoy a spiritual feast, and 
are refreshed and strengthened for the work and war* 
fare ctssigned unto them. 

Qv£8. 11. What is true, and what is false liberality 
in religion? 

Ans. First. True liberality is to love and hold com* 
munion with all, however much they differ on any 
point not essential to true religion; when they give 
satisfactory evidence that they are genuine disciples 
of Christ, and when our holding communion with 
them does not compromise any Christian principle. 

Secondly. False liberality is to patronise various 
systems of religion, the false as well as the true. I 
do not here mean toleration, or allowing all parties to 
profess their own opinions ; but to patronise is to write 
or speak in favour of a system, or to support it by 
contributions of money. And those who patronide 
the false as well as the true, by such conduct declare 
that they esteem all of equsi value; or that they 
esteem them all as of no importance, except in so far 
as by patronising them some worldly end is in their 
view promoted. Such liberality is in its nature 
essentially infidel. There are truths essential to the 
very existence of true religion ; and there are errors, 
which if held and persisted in, shall end in destruction. 
And all who firmly hold the truth as it is in Jesus, 
will as firmly oppose that error which is subversive of 
it Thus saith the Apostle, "Beloved, when I gave 
all diligence to write unto you of the common s^va- 
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tioo, it was needful for me to write unto you, and 
exhort you, that you should earnestly contend for the 
faith whidi was once delivered unto the saints." 
Jude 3. Again, those who patronise error are par- 
taJsiers of the evil consequences flowing from it The 
Apostle, warning believers in reference to false teachers 
^th, "K there come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine,'" namely, the doctrine of Christ, to which he 
had re^d in a preceding part of the epistle, "re- 
ceive him not into your house, neither bid him God 
iSpeed: for he that biddeth him Qod speed is partaker 
of his evil deeds.'' 2 John 10, 11. 

I shall zkot attempt to enumerate every false system 
of religion, but shall refer only to two of them. 

First Those who deny the divinity of Christ, hold 
isital error; it is in effect denyiag Him altogether, and 
to do so is cane of those heresies which the Apostle 
designates "damnable;" a doctrine, which when held 
and persisted in, shall end in utter destruction, 2 Peter 
ii 1. Perhaps some deny the doctrine of the divinity 
of Christ on the plea Ihat it is mysterious; but this 
is no reason for its rejection. To deny a doctrine be- 
cause it is not level to our capacity arises from pride. 
There are man^ mysteries in the works of God around 
USB, and reasoning from analogv we might expect 
mysteiiies also in His word Iruth, indeed, cannot 
be cMitrary to reason, but tha-e are truths above 
leason, that is^ truths which we cannot fiilly compre- 
hend. 

We can have no higher evidence of any truth than 
that it is a revelation horn God. And that Christ is 
God and man, in one person, is a truth written as with 
gonbeams on the pages of the Scripturea And 
althoiigh wonderful, and shall be a wonder even in 
eteniity, still, this doctrine in itself with ibe end in 
view, and connected with its r^ultB, recommends it^ 
«df to the enlightened mind as worfhy of God. 7^ 
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God been so illustriously displayed than by His plati 
of saving sinners by Jesus Christ: and the gloiy of 
God in this matter shall appear in a far higher degree 
when the present system of things have come to a 
close. 

Secondly. The Roman Catholic system is false. I 
admit, indeed, that a person connected with that false 
church may be led to understand and receive the 
gospel, and be saved. There have been such cases in 
the past, and there may be such stilL But when any 
are saved it is by the gospel, and this implies that 
they renounce all those parts of the teaching of Rome 
which subvert the gospel. 

The teachings of Rome, fiiUy carried out, lead its 
deluded votaries to trust in vain ceremonies, and 
stand in the way of their seeing and laying hold of 
the truth as it is in Jesus. It is painful to think 
that vast multitudes are thus led blindfold to perdi- 
tion. If my reader is a Roman Catholic, bear with 
me while I give you counsel, with an earnest desire 
for your good. 

You have reason, and would you be satisfied to 
give it up and be guided by other men in the affidrs 
of this life? And why give up reason and be guided 
by others in the concerns of the soul? Doubtless you 
grant that there is truth, and that there is error; and 
that some hold the former and some the latter; but it 
is contrary to the plain dictates of reason to believe 
that any man or body of men taught the truth merely 
because they professed to do so. It is the duty of all 
men to bring every doctrine to the test of the word 
of God. He speaks to us individually in His word, 
and we are bound to search the Scriptures, and not 
only believe, but also obey the truth. I ask my 
reader. Does the teaching of Rome impart solid peace 
to the troubled conscience? No. It can only impart 
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a false peace. O that my reader, therefore, would 
consider these things. Faith in the blood of Christ 
can alone give true and solid peace. And the faith 
of the gospel not only imparts peace, but also purifieth 
the heart and overcometh the world 

Qv£8. 12. Should a sinner wait for conviction of 
sin? 

Atia, He should not But before answering this 
question more at large, I observe, that the word 
**waif is sometimes used in such a sense that it im- 
pUes the exercise of faith, and is an important duty. 
I subjoin examples of this. "I wait for the Lord, 
my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope, P& 
cxxx 5. Again, "They that wait upon the Lord shall 
* renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not fainf Isa. xl. 3L 

But to return to the question- A sinner ought not to 
expect to be led by the Spirit either to conviction or 
conversion without attention to the truth — ^the truth 
of the law for conviction, and the truth of the gospel 
for conversion. Does my imconverted reader content 
himself in his present state, waiting for conviction? 
I reply, that it is not by waiting, but by eflfort that 
you have reason to expect to be led to a proper 
sense of your guilt and depravity. One on a rapid 
river swimming with the current is not sensible of 
its strength; but when he strives to ascend he feels 
it And it is when a sinner sincerely desires to give 
his heart to God that he is led most effectually to 
see both his guilt and depravity. The Scriptures do 
not direct waiting for this or that degree of conviction ; 
it is enough to feel that you are a smner in need of a 
Saviour; and your instant duty is to flee from the 
wrath to coma "Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation." 
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As an illustration I refer to the conversation that 
Br. Spenser had with a young woman who was under 
the delusion that she should wait for conviction, and 
had done so for five yeara During a long conversa- 
tion, when he taught her the error of her conduct in 
thus waiting, he left, and returned in about three days, 
and found her in a very sad and solemn state of mind. 
She now had such a sense of sin as she never had be- 
fore; and did not believe there was any probability of 
her ever turning to God. I subjoin extracts of the 
conversation. 

"Jesus Christ," said I, "is able to save you.** 

**She replied, "I suppose He is, but I do not think 
he ever will I " As she said this she appeared deqply 
solemn, and was overcome with her emotions. 

"Jesus Christ,'^* said I, "is more than able to save 
you — ^He is willing. 

"She lifted her eyes upon me with a despairing 
look: 'I wish 1 kn^w that he is willing.* 

"You do know it,"' said I, "His word tells yon, 
"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you resf 

"Not long after I called upon her, and found she 
was csim., and happy in hope. She said that all her 
trust was in Christ, and that the forbearance tmd lov^ 
of Gk)d appeared to her most wonderful. 

"There are multitudes in our congregations who 
are just waiting, while they ought to be acting — ^who 
have a sort of indeiSnite hope about the aid of the 
Holy Spirit, yet to be experienced; while they ai« 
pursuing the very course to fail of attaining any such 
aida And there is not likely to be with any sinner a 
just sense of his dependence till he earnestly intends 
and attempts to obey the gospd. Religion is practicaL 
Much of its light comes by practical attempts. 'If 
any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine^ 
whether it be of GoA* 



1 



S7 

"Probably this young woman would have been led 
to the Saviour five years before, had it uot been for 
her error about waiting for deeper impressions.^' 

Ques, 13. Should a sinner expect that the Holy 
Spirit shall visit his. mind with a sensible influence, 
before believing? 

Ana. He ought not As the Holy Spirit teacheth 
and influenceih by truth, the pinner should not expect 
to be sensible of any influence apart from the truth. 
And as the Holy Spirit always does what is fit to be 
done on his part, the duty of the sinn^ is at once to 
receive the gospel As an illustration, I subjoin 
extracts of a conversation that Dr. Spencer had with 
a woman, who for years had been in distress of mind 
I insert one word in the subjoined extracts, which 
does not alter the sense, but only guides to the proper 
meaning. 

"Oh, Sir," said she, (the tears streammg from her 
eyes, and her sensations almost choking utterance) ''I 
would give all the world to be a Christian] I know 

I am a sinner, an undone sinner! I have a vile and 
wicked heart I have sinned all my life ! I wonder 
that God has spared me so long!" 

**But He has spared you. Madam, when you did 
not deserve it Aiid what has He spared you for, but 
that you should repent of sin, and flee to Christ for 
pardon?'* 

"I would repent, if I could. I want to be a 
Christian, but my hard, wicked heart is stronger than 

I I For years I have read my Bible, and struggled, and 
prayed; and it has done me no good. I am afraid I 
shall be cast off for ever! Cod has not given me his 
Spirit!" 

"The Holy Spirit is striving with you. Do not re- 
sist him any longer. . . The Bible nowhere tells 
you to wait for the Holy Spirit; but fleeing to Christ 
to depend on His aid now" 
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'"^Pardon me, Sir, I must ask you again, if you really 
think that the Holy Spirit is striving with me?'* 

"Yes, my dear friend, I know he is. He has been 
for years. He offers you his aid. He calls you to 
Christ now. Go to Christ- Repent to-night Accept 
and rest in Christ now. The Holy Spirit saith, 'To- 
day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.' 

"And is this all you have to say to me about the 
Holy Spirit?" 

"Yes, this is all. The Holy Spirit this moment 
strives with you. Nothing but your own unbelief and 
impenitence can ruin you/' 

"She left, and returned next morning. *I thank 
you a thousand times for telling me that,' said she, 
the moment she saw me, her eyes streaming with 
tears, and her countenance beaming with joy. *It 
was all true. I have found it true. I can rejoice in 
Christ now. I am happy. Sir, oh, I am happy. . , 
I thought you could tell me something about obtain-^ 
ing the gtft of the Holy Spirit; and when I asked 
about it last night, I was very much disappointed at 
what you said. I was amazed and confounded. You 
did not say what I expected ; but I bdieved you. I 
spent the night over this subject Happy night for 
me ! And now I kTiow you told me the truth. . . 
I bless God for what I have found. Pardon me. 
Sir, I must ask you to tell other ainnera that Christ 
ia waiting for them. They do not know it, I am 
sure, any more than I did ; or they would go to Him. 
The Holy Spirit calls on us to do so. With all my 
heart I yield to him. I do not wait any longer.' '* 
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CHAPTER 11. 

SEVERAL OTHER QUESTIONS OR MISTAKES OF THE INQPIRINa 

BRIEFLY ANSWERED. 

Quea. 1. As I have lived up to litis moment in sin, 
is it necessary to remain under distress for a time be- 
fore believing the gospel? 

Ams. A sinner must feel that he is a sinner pre- 
vious to believing; but there is no necessity to remain 
under conviction ; for a sinner may be convinced and 
converted in the same hour. Some think it necessary 
to be under distress for a time as a kind of satisfaction 
for sin, "but this is a mistake. Your distress, however 
great, could not atone for one sin; and God requires 
nothing of the kind at your hand. Christ has made 
an all-sufficient atonement, and it is your duty at once 
to believe and liva To delay, on any pretence what- 
ever, is to continue in rebelli(ML 

Qv^es. 2. Am I unworthy of salvation? 

Ans, While a sinner ought to be sensible that he 
hath no merit or worthiness, still this is no reason for 
remaining at a distance &om Christ The gospel is 
for sinners, and the vilest of the vile are welcome to 
its blessinga And as God by the gospel brings nigh 
JL ficce salvation for the acceptance of all, it is very un- 
reasonable, and even sinful, to make objectiona And 
indeed a sinner never can obtain salvation at all unless 
he see himself as he really is, a hell deserving sinner; 
and unless he give up all self-dependence, and trust 
only to the mercy of God in Christ Every believer 
b^^ suQh A ^ense pf the ^eatness and holiness of 
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Qod, and of his own utter unworthiness, that while he 
rejoices in God as his Father, he at the same time 
feels a peculiar pleasure in the thought that he is a 
debtor to free grace, and shall be so for ever. 

Ques, 3. I fear that my sins are too great to be 
forgiven? 

Ans. If a sinner go on boldly adding sin to sin, 
presuming that as a matter of course he shall obtain 
jnercy at the last; by so doing he abuses the grace of 
God, and his conduct is exceedingly wicked and 
dangerous, Deut xxix. 19, 20. But if my reader iff 
really desirous to be reconciled to God, jour pa^t 
sins, however great, are no obstacle. Indeed, while the 
gospel is equally suited to meet the case of dinners of 
whatever degree, yet in a particular manner God in 
his word addresses the greater, evidently to prevent 
despair, and that they may be encouraged to lay hold 
of the ffospel. Isa. L 16-18; Iv. 6-9; Luke xxiv. 46, 
47; 1 Tim. I 13-16. 

Qiies. 4. Is it necessary that I possess some holy 
qualifications before believing? 

Ans. You ought to come to Jesus just as you ara 
You can never have a spark of true holiness previous 
to believing. Suppose that a person in destitute 
Worldly circumstances received a letter from abroad, 
inclosing the gift of an order for money on a bank, 
he would not absurdly consider the state of his feel- 
ings before he believed, but believing it genuine he at 
once felt delivered from distress in that matter. And 
sinners should act in the same common sense way in 
reference to the gospel. But some foolishly think 
that thev must have certain feelings or qualifications 
before tney believe. Such mistakes arise from over- 
looking the glorious truth, that eternal life is entirely 
gratuitous. Qod always acts in a manner worthy of 
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hiinself ; and His terms are bee, inthont money and 
without price. But those who by attentkm to duties^ 
aad by striving agsdnst sm^ en)ect to fit themsebres 
for bebeving, they are thus endeavouring to bring a 
pri/Ge in their hand, and seem to aim at making their 
own doings the foundation, hoping that Cihrist will 
make up the deficiencieflL But thia is to throw con- 
tempt on the finished work of CSnristy as if that were 
not an all-sufficient foundatjon. And it is plant, 
therefore, that in such a way none can obtain salva* 
tion. But let the reader observe, that as Christ, by 
his obedience unto the deatii, hath ftdly met the 
daims of law and justice, so therefore through Christ, 
God brings nigh a free salvation for your acceptance: 
so that you ought to lay hold of it^ not because you 
deserve it, but because you are in extreme need at it, 
and because it is your duty. Yon are as fitee to accept 
and enjoy salvation, as you are firee to bieathe the air 
that surrounds you. Indeed, to refuse to believe is to 
continue in rebellion. But while God justifieth the 
ungodly who beheve in Jesus — and previous to justifi* 
cation there can be no holiness — still, when a sinner 
becomes a believer in Christ, he will manifest his faith 
by the fruits of holinesa 

And observe, further, that holiness is necessary, but 
there is a due order in regard to faith and holiness^ 
faith is first in order, and holiness follows after; in 
other words, justification precedes santification. Thus 
saith the Apostle, "But to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for righteousness.^' Bom. iv. 5. Observe 
here that when the ungodly, he that hath not a spark 
of true holiness, believes in Jesus, his faith, that is 
the object of it, namely the righteousness of Christy 
is counted or imputed tmto him for righteousnesa 
And a sinner believing, manifests the reality of Ym 
faith by bringing forth the fruits of holiness. 
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Quest. 5. Does any reader say that salvation is be** 
yond his reach? 

Ans, That as God has provided a remedy for sin- 
ners. and uses means fo? their salvation/we might 
argue that sinners can avail themselves of it ; and 
the language addressed to them in various parts of 
the Scriptures hath no meaning but upon this prin- 
cipla True, indeed, that sinners never could be 
saved if left to their own resources But the very 
oommand to repent is connected with a promise, the 
fulfilment of which shall be realised by all who are in 
earnest to obey. In proof of this assertion I refer to 
Prov. L 20-23. In this passage the Lord reasons 
with or reproves sinnera In the first clause of verse 
23, He saith, "Turn you at my reproof The word 
turn has the same meaning as the word repent. And 
the call to repent always implies a call to believe the 
gospel And, in connection with this command, the 
Lord adds in the next clause of the same verse, " be- 
hold, I will pour out my Spirit unto you, I will make 
known my words unto you." It is not meant that 
those who are careless have reason to expect to realise 
the promised blessing, but that all who are fully in 
earnest to believe the gospel, and turn to the Lord, 
shall be taught by the Holy Spirit that spiritual 
knowledge of the truth which implies the reception 
of it, and the experience of its influence. 
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CHAPTER III. 

MOTIVES FOB ENTESINa THE STRAIT GATE. 

These are of the most momentous kind. Some of 
these motives are literally infinite ; and if my reader 
refuses to think of his position, and unless he so con- 
sider the subject as to be induced to enter the strait 
gate, he conducts himself in a way unworthy of a 
reasonable being. Indeed, indifference and indeci- 
sion on this point is the height of madnesa 

Entering the strait gate has great present advan- 
tagea The moment a sinner lays hold by faith, of 
tiie covenant mercy of Qod, he obtains pardon and 
peace, he receives the Holy Spirit who enlightens and 
quickens his soul by the truth so that he becomes 
spiritually alive ; and, as a person tmder some bodily 
disease, feels pleasure on the return of health, so like- 
wise it is a much greater delight to experience spiritual 
life which is the health of the souL He is now fitted 
to glorify Grod, and although he may have many short- 
comings, still his great desire and aim is to live to 
God, and his person and services are acceptable to 
Ctod through Jesus Christ As the wicked often lead 
others with them to perdition, on the other hand the 
righteous may be instrumental in leading others to 
heaven ; and they not only aie made ^laduy a sense 
of the fitvour of uod, but also rejoice m the hope of 
that inheritance which is ''inoomiptible,aiid undefiled^ 
and that fadeth not away/' 

But although there aie seasons of happiness even 
in this world, when the beUever may say wiih the 
Psalmist^ **Mj cap numeth over;" still tins world is 



4A 

to him rather a state of discipline, preparation for 
future glory, and active effort in the cause of Christy 
than present enjoyment In heaven, however, the 
righteous shall *' shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father;'' they shall be delivered from all sin» 
imperfection, and temptation; shall have enlarged 
views of the glory of Qod; shall expen&ace the unin- 
terrupted manifestation of his favour; their souls shall 
be enkindled with intense love to Grod, and love to all 
holy beings; their knowledge, as eternal ages rdl o% 
will grow, I might almost say, to an unlimited extent, 
although, indeed, a finite mind can never attain that 
which is infinite. But not to enlarge, it is truly folly 
and madness to refuse to enter the strait gate and los^ 
*'so great salvation.'' 

Further, every unconverted sinner is under the 
corse, that is, a sentence of condemnation. GaL iii 
10. But the curse does not take full effect in this 
life. The present is a state of probation, the future 
of retribution. The future misery of the wicked is 
thus described, '^ Where their worm dieth not, and the 
&ce is not quenched." Mark ix. 44 The first clause of 
the verse refers doubtless to remorse or an accusing 
conscience. This sometimes inflicts dreadful misery 
even in this world. By the word "fire," mentioned 
in the last clause, I do not think we are to understand 
material fire, for it is fire that was " prepared for the 
devil and his angels," and therefore l^kes effect oa 
spirits. Granting that the word ''fire" is here used 
in a figurative sense, still it must have a meaning. It 
does not, however, become us to theorise on this awful 
subject; and we should think of it with the greatest 
solemnity; God will so manifest his wrath against the 
wicked, in a future state, as to inflict upon them 
dreadful misery. *' It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God." Heb. x. SI, Their punish^ 
ment cannot be fully comprehended in this world, ai^<l 
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e^en those in hell ehall have still to learn greater 
depths in misery. He who re&ses to enter the strait 
gate^ and dies in his sins, shall find that the conse- 
quences of his conduct '^are at once infinite and irre- 
parable, that he has been guilty of an infatuation 
which it will require eternity to deplore and eternity 
to comprehend." 

Some, led away by their feelings, have denied the 
doctrine of everlasting punishment; but we ought not 
to judge what is truth or error by our feelings ; that 
it is dreadful does not prove the doctrine false. It is 
dreadful to fallen angels as well as to men ; and can 
we suppose that devils, who have taken such a decided 
stand in rebellion, could ever be redeemed and re- 
claimed? We are not proper judges of what sin 
deserves. This, however, we know, that it could not 
be forgiven without an atonement. Christ died for 
otar sins once. (Heb. x. 10-12.) But the benefit of his 
atoning sacrifice can only be obtained in the present 
life, and he dieth no more. (Rev. i. 18.) This is one 
reason why the door of hope is shut in the future 
state. Besides, we might argue, could any plan be 
more adapted to win the heart to God, than his love 
manifested by the gospelt And might we not con- 
clude that those who, to the end, resist all those 
influences whidh God, by the gospel, makes to bear 
upon them, are irreclaimable? And, further, that the 
punishm^^it of the wicked in hell is everlasting, is 
plainly taught in the Scripturea The state of the 
wi^ed in hell, and of the righteous in heaven, in 
regard to duration, run parallel Isa. xxxiii 14; Matt. 
XXV. 46; Mark ix. 48-48; Luke xvi 26 ; 2 Thess. i 8, 
9; Bev. 3adi. ii 

It is painful to think of everlasting miseiy even by 
beUevers who do not dread it on th^ own account 
Every benevolent man would wish that, if possiUe, 
tl^re was no hdL And it is certain that God cannot 
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delight in the nxisery of any of his creatares. But as 
all law must have a penalty attached in case of trans- 
gression, and as Grod is just and true as well as merci- 
ful, he must and will punish those who b^-eak his law. 
There is reason to think that angels at their creation 
were placed in a state of probation. And this implies 
free agency, a power to stand, and a possibility to hH. 
For if God engaged to uphold there could have been 
no trial of obedienca Some continuing faithful during 
their state of probation are confirmed in holiness; and 
others, having sinned, are left to the awfiil conse- 
quences of their guilt And as they have been created 
to exist for ever, and as no Saviour has been provided 
for them, their everlasting destruction is inevitable ; 
and their own sin hath necessitated this fearful condi- 
tion. Further, man in the garden of Eden was in a 
probationary state ; as a test of his obedience he was 
forbidden to eat of the fruit of a certain tree, and, as 
a free agent, he sinned by eating that fruit God 
having opened up a way of recovery to fallen men by 
the gospel, many as free agents reject the remedy, and 
so necessitate their own destruction. As they have 
immortal natures, and as God will not provide a 
Saviour a second time, their everlasting destruction 
as well as that of the fallen angels is inevitable. 

To our limited minds there are certain dispensa- 
tions of Providence dark and mysterious; and some 
wicked men cavil at the ways of God ; but a believer 
rejoiceth that God reigneth, and he can trust in him 
even when clouds and darkness are around his throne ; 
and difficulties shall be cleared up hereafter. But 
regarding the doctrine under consideration, it is not 
properly speaking mysterious, for it is the natural 
consequence of sin; although, indeed, it tends to over- 
whelm our mind by its tremendous fearfulness ; but 
sinners necessitate their perdition ; and whatever 
difficulty any may feel on this or any other subject^ 
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still we may rest assured that the Judge of all will do 
that which is right ; and he will, in due time, vindicate 
his ways in the sight of every intelligent being. 
^ Still further I observe, that sinners have been 
purchased by a ransom of infinite value. Ttus at 
once proves the love of God, the value of the soul, and 
the evil of sin. The love of God is evidently incom- 
parablv great; when we consider his infinite greatness, 
the objects of his love, and the manner of its manifes- 
tation. "Herein is love, not that we loved Grod, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitia- 
tion for our sins.'' 1 John iv. 10. 

The whole material imiverse is not comparable in 
value to one souL A wise man would not give a vast 
sum for that which is little worth, and the infinitely 
wise God hath manifested his high estimate of the 
importance of the salvation of men by the gift of his 
Son ; and hereby we are also taught the iimnite evil 
of sin, when nothing but the blood of Christ could 
make an atonement; and while the gospel imparts 
tiie highest blessings to him who believes, it teaches 
lessons of the greatest terror to those who reject it 
Let the sinner consider the infinite dignity of Christ, 
his spotless holiness, and the greatness of his suffer- 
ings, when he stood as the substitute of sinful man. 
True, indeed, it was only his human nature that could 
be subjected to sufferings and death, but it was human 
nature in union with the divine, so that being God 
and man in one person, his blood that was shed as a 
ransom is of infinite value. We cannot estimate the 
greatness of his sufferings, but that they were dreadful 
IS evident, when we consider that, in the garden, 
"there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, 
strengthening him, and, being in an agony, he prayed 
more eamesUy, and his sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground '" and when 
on the cross he cried, "My God! my God! why hast 
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fliou forsakea me?" Hie Loixl Jesus Qirist^ on a 
cetrtain oocasioB, said, "For if ihejdo these thmgs in 
a greeaBL iroe, what diall be d(Hie in the dry?" These 
wwds doubdeaa vder to his own sufferiogs, and to the 
destmction of the finall j impemtent Aiid if Christ, 
•iflio may be oomfwured to a green tree, flourishing and 
fruitful, was emligected \k> direadftd sufierings when 
standing in the loom of sinnecs, the coxj^sequenoes of 
«n muBt be feacfal to those dying in tteir aim, who 
may be ecnnpajred to a dry tree only fit for destruc* 
tion. 

My unconverted reader, consider the for^^iCHng most 
scdemn troths, and I beseech you to ent^ the strait 
g»te; and Bot only should you do so because Gtxi 
commands you, and takes a de^ iaterest in your wd- 
&ra But OGnsider further, tiiat while bound by the 
authority of Qod, at the same time your own highest 
interest is comiected witib c(»nf)lianoe. Indeed, if you 
refose to ent^ Ibe strait gate, and die in your sins, it 
were better for you that you nerer had been horn. 
As God sends •sinnens to hell, because there is a reason 
for 490 doing, he must keep them there while that 
reason remains: and ^at they shall be shut up lor 
«yer ia that b^U^ fdson, Zm^ >b cedun Jtb^ 
^e word of Ood is true. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

TO ENTER THE STRAIT GATE AN IMMEDIATE DUTY* 

Every person is either converted or not. Conver- 
sion is not a gradual process, but an instantaneous 
change ; it is simply submission to the law in con- 
nection with the reception of the gospel; and while 
this is the case, and there can be no middle state, still 
some are nearer the kingdom than others; so that 
there is more hope that a person anxious concerning 
salvation shall be converted, than he who is careless 
about his souL Still conviction is not conversion, but 
a fearfully critical state. It is well, indeed, if such 
come speedily to the Saviour, but if they delay, im- 
pressions may gradually wear off, so that they may 
become more careless and hardened than ever. 

But whether a sinner is careless or anxious, there is 
no excuse for continuing unconverted. A Christian, 
however, in dealing with these two classes, must treat 
them somewhat differently. His leading aim with 
the former should be in the first place to lead them 
to a sense of their sin and danger. The Apostle 
Peter pursued this plan, and when sinners whom he 
addressed were led to a state of conviction, so that, 
feeling their sin and danger, they asked direction, he 
then instructed them in the way of salvation; and 
many on that same day were not only convicted, but 
also converted. (Acts ii 14-4J2.) 

I shall here address, first, the careless. The 
careless are those whose desires, aspirations, and hopes 
are bounded by tima They live as if time was every- 
thing and eternity nothing. Such, therefore, have no 

D 
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end in view worthy of an immortal being, and it were 
better to be a beast of the field, or a fowl of the air, 
than to continue thus to live. That a sinner may be 
awakened from his carelessness to concern he must 
think, and if he think earnestly he will feeL Let him 
solemnly meditate on the motives for entering the strait 
gate, mentioned in the previous chapter ; and I here 
add a few other considerations. However degraded 
my reader may be by sin, suppose even the vilest of 
the vile, still the gospel is fitted to raise you from your 
fallen state, so that you would, in heaven, be equal to 
an angel ; and if you now become a believer in Jesus, 
even in this world, you shall have a foretaste of that 
happiness which in heaven shall arise to ''fulness of 
joy." And when we consider the inheritance of the 
saints in light, in its nature, and in its eternal dura- 
tion, we are as unable fully to estimate its value, as to 
take up the waters of the mighty ocean in our hands. 
It would be unspeakable foUy to neglect so great sal- 
vation, even although the alternative was annihilation. 
But the folly and madness of such conduct arises to 
the highest possible climax, when you not only lose 
heaven, but are subjected to the damnation of hell. 
My careless reader, even a small degree of misery 
were dreadful if continued without end; and still 
more is it the case, when it is not only awful in its 
nature, but eternal in its duration. You are your own 
worst enemy; the devil and all wicked men combined 
could not destroy your soul; and bear in mind that, 
if you finally perish, the reason is not with Grod ; if 
• you go on in your downward course till you land in 
perdition, you shall be fully convinced that, when on 
earth, God would have saved you, but you would not 
But I now address the anxious enquirer. Some- 
times a sinner may feel his mind so on the balance 
betwixt retaining the world or dioosing the ways of 
peace, that it may seem almost equally easy to do the 
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one as the other. But suppose that while in this 
state of mind, he took a longing look to the world, 
flattering himself that, although in the meantime he 
went baick to the ways of sin, there would be no 
difficulty at a future time to retrace his steps and then 
come to a full decision. If such, I ask, be the state 
of mind and thoughts of my reader, I entreat him to 
give attention to the following solemn considera- 
tions: — ^First, life is uncertain, and death may be at 
the very door. Again, if unwilling to come to deci- 
sion when your mind is deeply impressed, how can 
you rationally expect to do so when custom has more 
firmly rivetted the chains of sin? Again, enlightened 
convictions of sin arise from truth, and although you 
are destitute of that knowledge of the truth of the 
gospel, which implies the reception of it, and the 
experience of its influence, still, granting that you 
have enlightened views of the law, and are convinced 
of your transgressions thereof, and danger as a sinner 
under the curse, it is evident that the Holy Spirit is 
so striving with you, that you are near the kingdom ; 
so that if you now go back to the world, there is great 
danger that such conduct may end in final hardness 
of heart and indiSerence to the concerns of the soul ; 
and if you finally perish, how deep and unavailing 
shall be your regret, when you consider that you were 
on the very point of decision and went back. 

I urge upon your attention that it may be now or 
never. Consider solemnly the motives which ought 
to induce you not to hesitata It must not, indeed, 
be denied that true religion implies self-denial ; but 
it is only giving up that which does not profit, and 
obtaining that which not only ennobles, but imparts 
true and laggfcing joy to the souL (Isa. Iv. 1-3.) In your 
present state of mind, and in the circumstances in 
which you are placed, a spring-tide of influences bear 
upon you to induce and lead you into the haven r^^ 
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true rest and safety. Consider, I beseech you, that 
your case awakens deep interest in heaven, on earth, 
and in helL The devil is afraid that you will renounce 
his service. God watches over you with deep interest 
And his Spirit, by the instrumentality of truth, aims 
to lead you to Jesus, and if you comply with the 
call of the gospel — ^in other words, if you enter the 
strait gate, he will rejoice over you, and rest in his 
love. (Zeph. iii. 17.) Angels will rejoice, and believers 
will rejoice and welcome you into their fellowship, 
and you might then say, in 1!he words of the prophet, 
"O Lord, I will praise thee: though thou wast angry, 
with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou com- 
fortedst me. Behold, God is my salvation; I will 
trust and not be afraid: for the Lord JEHOVAH 
is my strength and my song; he also is become my 
salvation. Isa. xii 1, 2. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ON ENTEBING THE STRAIT OATE. 

Entering the strait gate is conversion, or the com- 
mencement of true religion. I shall consider the 
subject imder three heads, namely, Choice, Renuncia- 
tion, and Foundation. 

1st Choice. Entering the strait gate is choosing 
God as our chief good or portion, trusting his mercy 
in Christ for pardon and acceptance, and renouncing 
every thing contrary to his will. To choose God as 
our portion, or give him the heart, is to love him 
above all; and our love must be intelligent, we must 
know the reason why we love. Believers love God, 
not only because of his kindness toward them in 
Christ, but the ultimate and highest reason for their 
love is his infinite excellency and glory. But does one 
ask, can I choose God as my portion, and as my God 
and Father in Christ, when I am still unconverted? 
I answer, that God, by the gospel, manifests himself 
in the endearing character of a Father, and calls on 
sinners to choose him in that relation. Thus he 
addresses them, "Wilt thou not, from this time, cry 
unto me. My Father, thou art the guide of my youth?" 
Jer. iii. 4. And observe that it 'is your duty to choose 
him as your God and Father in Christ, and come to 
him with confidence of acceptance, not because you 
already belong to his family — ^for being unconverted 
you are at a distance from him — ^but you are war- 
ranted, sinner, as you are, yea, you are bound by the 
authority of God, to lay hold by faith of his covenant 
mercy, and doing so, you at once pass from death 
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unto life, and become a child of God by faith in Ohrist 
Jesus. 

2nA Renuncidtion, This means giving up every 
thing opposed to the will of God. Entering the strait 
gate is not only choosing God as our portion, and 
trusting in the mercy of God in Christ for pardon, 
but it also includes renouncing every idol. Those who 
enter the strait gate count the cost; on the one hand 
is Christ, and in him is life; and on the other hand 
the world, and sin, the end* of which is destruction; 
and the gate is strait, because there can be no com- 
promise. Every thing which stands in competition 
with Christ must be given up. Thus saith Jesus, 
"Whosoever he be of you, that forsaketh not all that 
he hath, he cannot be my disciple.'' But while self- 
denial is one of the first lessons of Christianity, this 
is consistent with true happiness. When a person 
enters the strait gate he then begins to be truly 
religious, and begins to taste true happiness. The 
leading characteristics of true religion are the enjoy- 
ment of the manifestation of the love of God in Christ, 
and delighting ourselves in the contemplation of his 
perfections and glory, and the forsaking whatever is 
contrary to his will Happiness, however, is not 
perfect on entering the gate, nor in any stage of the 
oeliever's pilgrimage on earth, because his apprehen- 
sion of God's infinite glory is only faint and dim, and 
because, during this state of imperfection, many things 
harass the mind and clog the affections, so that our 
love does not, as a full stream, go out towards God, as 
it shall do in heaven ; and while it is only in heaven 
that there is fulness of joy, and nothing to disturb, 
still, in entering the strait gate there is a foretaste of 
heaveidy joy, the same in kmd, although not the same 
in degrea 

3rd. The Foundation. The foundation is the ground 
or reason on account of which God justifieth a sinner, 
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and this ground is the atoning sacrifice of Christ- 
Previous to the destruction of the first bom in Egypt, 
the Israelites were commanded to dip a bunch of 
hyssop in the blood of a slain lamb, and strike it on 
the side posts and on the upper door post, and they 
were not to leave their houses till the morning. The 
reason for the command is thus stated: — "For the 
Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians ; and 
when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the 
two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and 
will not suffer -^ the destroyer to come in unto your 
houses to smite you/' Ex. xii. 23. The lamb slain on 
the above occasion was typical of Christ The Apostle 
saith, "For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for 
us." 1 Cor. V. 7. As none of the Israelites were slain 
because of the blood sprinkled on the lintel and side 
posts, so the Lord passeth by and does not punish, but 
pardons and receives into his favour all who, by faith, 
have the blood of Christ sprinkled on their consciences. 
The Lord Jesus, who did always the things to please 
the Father, was subjected to sufferings and death, 
because he stood as the substitute of sinners; and a 
sinner who never did, and never could do, any thing 
pleasing to God while in an unconverted state (Bom. 
viiL 5-8), the moment he believes is dealt with as 
righteous, on account of the righteousness of Christ, 
which is then placed to his account (2 Cor. v. 20, 21 ; 
Rom. iil 22.) 

And let it be particularly observed, that while I 
have described entering the strait gate under three 
heads, and have placed last in the order of arrange- 
ment, the foundation, or ground on which God for- 
gives sin; still, let it be kept in mind, that the truth 
concerning Christ must be in the mind of the sinner 
from the very first While one design of the atoning 
sacrifice of Christ was to open a way wherein God 
could save sinners^ consistently with the claims of 
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his law and govemment, another design was that 
those who believe might have their sins forgiven, 
receive the Holy Spirit, and be delivered from the 
power of sin and Satan; and while peace with God, 
adoption into his family, and other blessings connected 
with this relation, are what an awakened and burdened 
sinner is likely first to aspire after ; still he could not 
have the most distant hope of such blessings were it 
not for the gospel ; so that a sinner, previous to choos- 
ing God as his Father, and trusting in his promise of 
the gift of eternal life, apprehends or views him as 
manifested by the gospel.* 

* See Appendix C. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OP THE NARROW WAY. 

There are various duties and privileges connected 
with the narrow way, which I shall afterwards 
describe, but in the meantime I shall only briefly 
sketch a few of its outlines. It is the way of hoUness, 
hedged up by the directions of the word of God, and 
to deviate in any degree from what is required or for- 
bidden, is to wander from the way; and none can 
walk a single step in the narrow way, unless he 
previously enter the strait gate. An unconverted man 
may do many things which are good, so far as the 
outward act is concerned, but he can do nothing truly 
acceptable or pleasing to God. No works are truly 
holy unless done from regard to the authority of God, 
from love to him, and with a view to his glory; and 
none can act from such principles till the conscience 
is purged from guilt by faith in the blood of Christ 
(Heb. ix. 14.) 

The way, although narrow, is pleasant The ways 
of wisdom are "ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace."' Nothing is required but what is 
holy, and therefore fit and proper to be done, and 
notiiing is forbidden but what is sinful, and therefore 
hurtful An ancient traveller, in the way, thus 
expressed himself, "How sweet are thy words unto 
my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
through thy precepts I get understanding ; therefore, 
I hate every false way."' Ps. cxix. 103, 104. But 
although the way in itself is pleasant, yet now for a 
season, if need be, a believer, for the tnal of his faith. 
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shall be in heaviness through manifold temptations. 
(I Peter i. 6, 7.) One recently entered the strait gate, 
and begun to walk the narrow way, is sometimes so 
full of comfort, and every thing in his experience has 
been so bright since he entered on his Christian 
course, that he is apt to flatter himself that he shall 
have uninterrupted joy to the end ; and it may be 
that, in a little time, he is much discouraged, and 
feels almost at a stand in his journey heavenwards. 
When the former is our experience, we should beware 
of spiritual pride; and when the latter is our case, let 
us not be too much cast down. When a believer 
enjoys a time of spiritual refreshment, he is too apt to 
think of his happy condition, and to lose sight in 
some degree of the foundation or source of his consola- 
tion; and if by unbeUef and forgetfulness, he with- 
draw himself from under the beams of the Sun of 
righteousness ; in other words, if his faith in Jesus 
fail in its exercise, darkness and distress will naturally 
follow ; and when he thus hath fallen into a barren 
and withered state, let him lay hold anew by faith of 
the grace laid up in the promises; and humble him- 
self before God, and so he shall be strengthened to 
run with patience the race set before him. "I waited 
patiently for the Lord,'^ saith the Psalmist, " and he 
inclined unto me, and heard my cry; He brought me 
up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and 
set my foot upon a rock, and established my goinga 
And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even 
praise imto our God : many shall see it, and fear, and 
shall trust in the Lord. Blessed is that man that 
maketh the Lord his trust, and respecteth not the 
proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. Pa xl. 1-4. 

The nanrow way is through a wilderness; such, in 
a literal sense, is an imcultivated country, thinly 
peopled or entirely destitute of inhabitants. A wilder- 
ness in some parts is a barren waste, in others it is 
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rich in soil, and beautifully adorned with many natural 
productions. And whilst travellers in a wilderness 
sometimes endure great hardships, at other times they 
enjoy much pleasure in the journey. And such various 
experiences are applicable to those on the narrow 
way leading to heaven. This world may well be called 
a wilderness to the believer ; it is, indeed, a dry and 
thirsty land, but there are streams in the desert; and 
whilst they are sometimes in great straits and diffi- 
culties, in other seasons they experience much spiritual 
strength and comfort. These various or opposite 
experiences are beautifully and largely illustrated in 
the examples of the saints recorded in the scripturea 
I subjoin an extract on the dark, and another on the 
bright, side of the subject 

''Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto 
my BotiL I sink in deep mire where there is no stand- 
ing; I am come into deep waters, where the floods 
overflow ma I am weary of my crying; my throat 
is dried; mine eyes fail while I wait for my uod^' Ps, 
Ixix. 1-3. Again, '*The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not want^ he maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters; be 
lestoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the paths of 
ligliteoasneflB for his name's nake." P& xxiiL 1-3. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SOME OF THE DUTIES AND PBIYILEGES OF THE WAT. 

Section I. — ^Travellers in the way walk by faith. 

All men are influenced by motives ; these may be 
classed under two heads, namely, objects of sense and 
of faith. Objects of sense generally strike the mind 
more vividly than those of the other class ; indeed, in 
many cases, unseen and eternal realities make little or 
no impression on the mind, because men turn away 
from the earnest contemplation of that truth by 
which they are revealed. As the sun attracts and 
exerts an influence on the earth, the truths of the 
Bible believed, enlighten the mind, attract the affec- 
tions, and influence the conduct By believing there 
is a subsistence given to these truths, that is, the 
objects revealed are as really seen or apprehended by 
faith, as objects around us are seen by the eye of sense. 
"Now, faith,'" saith the Apostle, "is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."' 
And when the reality and importance of the things of 
eternity are apprehended by faith, the things of time 
and sense sink in our estimation, as not worthy for a 
moment to come into competition. The Apostle, 
referring to Abraham and certain other believers, 
saith, "These ail died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off, and were 
persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth; 
for they that say such things declare plainly that they 
seek a country; and, truly, if they had been mindful 
of that country from whence they came out, they might 
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have had opportunity to have retamed; but now they 
desire a better country, that is, an heavenly; where- 
fore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he 
hath prepared for them a city." Heb. xi 13-16. 

To live under the influence of things unseen and 
eternal, and prefer heaven to earth, implies a state of 
reconciliation to God through Jesus Christ; and the 
gospel believed, not only justifieth, but also purifieth. 
"Beloved," saith the Apostle, "now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be, 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be 
like hhn; for we shall see him as he is; and every 
man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even 
as he is pura" 1 John iii 2, 3. As creatures, we are 
absolutely dependent on God, and as sinful creatures, 
no ray of hope could have dawned upon us had there 
been no Saviour. We required a Saviour to die as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, one in whom there are 
resources to meet all our necessities, one who can and 
does sympathise with us, and one on whose arm we 
are privileged to lean in coming up from the wilder- 
ness of this world And such is Jesu& The mys- 
terious and wonderful union of the divine nature, with 
the human, in the person of Christ, fits him for the 
office of Mediator. By his obedience unto the death, 
he hath fully met the claims of God's law and govern- 
ment, and brought in an everlasting righteousness 
which is brought nigh by the gospel for the acceptance 
of all, but only those who believe obtain the benefit 
It is imputed to, or is, upon all them that believe. 
(RonL iii 22.) God is self-^ristent; and while we 
can look to Christ as man, we can also look to him as 
God, one with the Father and Holy Spirit; so that in 
building our hope on Christ, we trust not in an arm of 
flesh, but in the self-existent Jehovah. Self-existence 
implies eternal existenca This is a truth above all 
others sublime and mysterious, and is absolutely in- 
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eomprdieiisible by us; still it is a self-evident truth; 
for unless God had existed finom eternity, he could not 
have existed at alL It would be the gieiUest absurdity 
to suppose he oould begin to exist ; and nothing can 
give such exalted views of the infinite glory and 
dignity of the Saviour, than the consideration that he 
is self-existentb 

God manifests his wisdom, power, and goodness, by 
the works of creation. He also manifests himself by 
his providenca We cannot, indeed, fully comprehend 
the vast plans of God's government, and the bearing 
in every respect which one event hath upon another, 
so that we may often say with the Psalmist, "Thy way 
is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and 
thy footsteps are not known." But while this is the 
case, still even in this dark world, by the light shed 
on providence by revelation, we can perceive traces of 
the glory of God. And his glory is manifested in a 
stiU higher degree by the gospel. While his glory 
consists in the combination of all his atributes, yet, in 
an especial manner, holiness is his glory; and by the 
gospel his moral attributes are most illustriously dis- 
played Hereby God manifests his truth and justice, 
so that when Christ stood as the substitute of sinners, 
Grod exacted the penalty of the law at his hand& 
Thus saith God by the Prophet, "Awake, O sword, 
against my Shepherd, and against the man that is my 
fellow, saith the Loid of hosts; smite the Shepherd," 
&c, Zech xiiL 7. And hereby his love and mercy 
shine with unparalleled brightness, for God put into 
the hands of Christ, a cup of mysteriously bitter 
sufferings, which cup Christ did willingly drink, and 
this was done that sinners, every one who believes, 
might drink of the river of the water of life, which is 
ever full and ever flowing. 
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Section II. — ^The Bible is a Perfect Rule to direct 
in the Way. 

If we had a journey before us of many hundred 
miles, and had a map of the country with the way 
marks laid out, we might thus be guided on our 
journey; and the Scriptures lay down way marks to 
direct us to heaven ; and every person, although even 
a fool, in the estimation of the worldly wise (Isa. 
XXXV. 8), who diligently searcheth the Scriptures, 
humbly looking to God to guide him by his word, 
shall be led safely and surely in the way. The perfec- 
tion of the Bible, as a rule, might be argued from the 
fact that it is a revelation from God ; besides, the 
Scriptures contain express testimony to their perfec- 
tion. Thus saith the Psalmist, "The law of the Lord 
is perfect, converting the soul ; the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple,'' &c. Ps. xix. 
7-13. I only remark here that the word "law," in 
the above quotation, does not refer to the moral law 
merely, but to the Scriptures at large, including both 
the law and the gospel Again, "All s<sripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness ; that the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly famished unto all good works/' 2 Tim. 
iiL 16, 17. 

It is consistent with the perfection of the Scriptures, 
although there are not express statements or directions 
bearing on every part of conduct, because, where these 
are wanting, general prindples are laid down; and 
general principles have the same authority to bind the 
conscience, as when instruction is given in words at 
length. And sach is the perfection of iiie Scriptures, 
that lliere is nothing which in itself or in its very 
nature is a sin or a duty, but there is to be found 
either an express direction or general princijdes bear- 
ing on the subject It is unneoessaiy that I Aoald 
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explain or give examples of express precepts, but I 
subjoin some specimens of the general principles to 
which I have been referring: — "Therefore all things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them; for this is the law and the 
prophets/' Matt. vii. 12. Again, "Whether therefore 
ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
gloiy of God." 1 Cor. x. 31. Again, "FinaUy, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatso- 
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things. PhiL iv. 8. Again, "Abstain from all 
appearance of evil." 1 Thess. v. 22. 

It is evident that the above texts are of very 
extensive application ; but not to enlarge, in connec- 
tion with them, I here ask. Is it of good report, and 
for the glory of God, when a professor of religion 
attends the theatre, ball-room, or horse-racing? 
Certainly not But does any think he is at liberty to 
do so because he is not a professor ? To this I reply, 
that not being a professor gives no liberty to sin, and 
to continue destitute of true religion is to continue in 
rebelhon. 

Section III. — ^The Bible being a Perfect Rule, 
excludes Tradition. 

Tradition is something handed down from genera- 
tion to generation, apart from the teaching of the 
Scriptures. But are the advocates of tradition agreed 
amongst themselves what to receive and what to reject? 
Indeed, to admit the principle of tradition at all as a 
guide in religion, is to open a door to which it is 
impossible to set bounds. And the Scriptures being 
a perfect rule, as I proved in the former section, there 
is no place for tradition. Besides, tradition being 



65 

only the words of men, it has no authority to bind the 
conscience ; and any observances called reUgious, 
which are founded on the commandments of men, 
cannot be pleasing to God. *' fiut in vain they do wor- 
ship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men.'' Matt xv. 9. Again, "To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it 
is because there is no light in them." Isa. viiL 20. 

Tradition is evil in its nature, even although it 
were not to contradict any bible doctrines; and it goes 
much further. Some of its teachings subvert certain 
scriptural doctrines which are essential to salvation ; 
so that those who comply with such teaching must 
perish. The same charge might be brought against 
advocates of tradition in the present day, as was made 
against certain persons in ancient times by the Saviour, 
when he said, "Thus have ye made the commandment 
of God of none effect by your tradition.'' Matt xv. 6. 

Let all beware of the sin and danger of adding to 
the word of God, or diminishing from it The follow- 
ing quotation ought to strike all who do so with terror : 
"For I certify imto every man that heareth the words 
of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book ; and if any man shall 
take away from the words of the book of this prophesy, 
God shall take away his part out of the book of life, 
and out of the holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book." Rev. xxiL 18, 19. 

Section IV. — On Beading the Bible. 

The Bible is a revelation from God. "All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God." 2 Tim. iii. 16. And 
although 1 believe the Apostle here refers to the Old 
Testament, yet the New Testament hath equal 
anthority. Part of it are the very words spoken by 
the Lord Jesus when on earth, and whilst the writers 

£ 
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of the history of Christ, had personal knowledge of 
the doctrines he taught, his miracles, death, resurrec- 
tion, and ascension into heaven ; still, in writing, they 
were under the infallible direction of the Holy Spirit ; 
and, as only a small pai-t of the teaching of Christ is 
recorded, consequently, they were taught what to omit 
as well as what to record. And while the Scriptures, 
beginning with the book of Genesis, and ending with 
the book of Revelation, hath many different parts, and 
have been written by many different persons and at 
different times, still all is one grand whole, each writer 
having been taught by the Spirit of God what to 
write; so that the Bible is truly the word of God, and 
all is therein contained, which seemed to the Holy 
Spirit in his infinite wisdom necessary for the instruc- 
tion of mankind. 

It is our duty to read and study the Scriptures 
(John V. 39; Col. iii 16); and as one part throws 
light upon another, we should compare one part with 
another as the Apostle enjoins, "Comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual.'' And we should study them 
with prayer, "Open thou mine eyes,'' saith the 
Psalmist, "that I may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law." The Scriptures are like a rich and deep 
mine, some of whose treasures are at the surface and 
easily obtained, but to find others requires earnest 
effort; but labour here is not in vain, fresh beauties 
will spring up to the view of the earnest and prayer- 
ful student of the Bibla 

The Scriptures are very comprehensive; they teach 
concerning God in his being and perfections, concern- 
ing his works of creation, providence and graca They 
refer not only to the beginning of time, but to its con- 
summation at the end of the world. They even lift the 
vail so as to give a glimpse of the eternal state, of 
heaven and of helL They teach concerning the law 
, or constitution under which man was placed at his 
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creation; the fall of man and after the fall; the 
revelation of a Saviour; and in after times various 
intimations and prophecies concerning Christ, the 
fulfilment of many of which are recorded in the New 
Testament And the Scriptures teach the way of 
salvation by Christ; the responsibility of man; that 
the present is a state of probation, the future of retri- 
bution ; that all must die ; the soul at death departs 
to heaven or to hell, and the body is laid in the grave. 
At the end of the world the dead shall be raised, and 
we shall all stand at the judgment seat of Christ; the 
righteous at the right hand of the Judge, and the 
wicked at his left; the former shall be publicly 
acquitted, and the latter publicly condemned. But 
let the reader bear in mind that while a sentence of 
acquittal or condemnation, shall be publicly pronounced 
at the last day, yet the sentence in reality passeth 
upon all while in this world; and the Bible reveals 
iiifallible rules by which we should examine to what 
class we belong. Those who live and die in their 
sins, live and die under a sentence of condemnation, 
(Jal iiL 10; John iii. 18. And on the other hand, 
those who live and die united by faith to Jesus, live 
and die in a justified state, 1 John iL 28 ; Rom. viiL } . 
The Scriptures give us a brief history of many 
individuals; and refer to various nations, partly hm- 
toxical, and partly propheticaL By these statements 
concerning individuals and nations, connected with 
the declarations and dealings of God toward them, we 
attain some knowledge of God's government of the 
world. Individual sinners are sometimes^ visited by 
signal vengeance, and in such cases we are impres- 
sively taught that there is a God who judgeth in the 
earth; but on the other hand, many notorious sinners 
enjoy much outward prosperity to the end of life, by 
which we are taught that there is a judgment tocoma 
Besides, believers are sometimes greatly afflicted in 
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this world, in some cases they even lose their life 
because of their faithful profession of Christ; and 
this also pointeth to a future state. But, further, 
I remark that, as all men shall appear at the future 
judgment in their individual capacity, not as nations; 
so, therefore, nations as such are invariably visited 
with judgments in this world when the cup of their 
iniquity is full 

It is evident, even from this very brief and imper- 
feet sketch, that the Bible contains truths of the very 
highest importance ; so that, if a person attained all 
other knowledge, if that were possible, and yet was 
ignorant of Bible truth, he was an object of pity on 
account of his ignorance, rather than of admiration 
for his knowledge. Still there are men, so filled with 
self-conceit, as to think themselves wise, independent 
of those truths which the Bible reveals. I do not 
speak against useful knowledge of any kind ; as far as 
it can be attained it is desirable, and may be used 
for a beneficial end. Still, scriptural truth as far 
transcends other truth in importance, as heaven is 
higher than the earth, and the things of eternity are in- 
comparably of more value than those of time. Should 
a person possess the whole world, and be destitute of 
spiritual riches, he is poor; and however learned 
any man is, if destitute of the knowledge, faith, and 
hope of the gospel, he is ignorant in the most emphatic 
sense of the word. 

Section V. — ^The Bible is our Rule, not the Inter- 
pretation of others. 

The following words in reference to the Scriptures 
are stated in a Boman Catholic book: — *' Neither will 
I take and interpret them, otherwise than according 
to the unanimous consent of the fathers." But what 
do the most of people know of the writings of the 
fathers? And, although we had some of their writ- 
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ings, bow could any man say that he had all? Be- 
sides, to take the explanation or interpretation of the 
Scriptures by any writers, whether ancient or modern, 
as our rule would be to constitute them legislators ; 
and this no man has a right to do. Those who give 
up their reason to.be led blindfold by other men, 
degrade themselves below the level of rational beings. 
God speaks in his word, addressing us individually ; 
and as he has the most undoubted right to rule over 
us, so we are bound to give earnest attention to his 
instructions and to comply with them; and it is the 
word of God, not the interpretation of men, which 
hath authority to bind the conscience. 

Some seem to think that truth would be stated 
more clearly by writers soon after the days of the 
apostles, than at the present day; but it seems un- 
reasonable to expect thia Truth, indeed, as stated in 
the Scriptures, being a revelation from God, is neces- 
sarily perfect; but views of truth, as embodied in the 
minds of believers, or contained in the literature of 
the age, is capable of advancement And I believe 
that, at the present day, there are far more com- 
prehensive and enlightened views of Bible truth, than 
was attained in the early ages; and I doubt not that 
future ages shall far outstrip the present in this re- 
spect But while it is often of great advantage to 
read the writings of men, still we are not to take such 
as our guide. Observe what I have already said, that 
it is the word of God, not the interpretation of men, 
which has authority to bind the conscience. 

In opposition to private judgment, that is, in 
opposition to every one considering and judging what 
is the sense of what he reads, it hath been said by 
Roman Catholics that, "As man's judgments are as 
different as their faces, such liberty as this must needs 
produce as many religions almost as men.'' In 
answer to this it might be said that, God having 
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given the Bible to man, there can be no stronger 
argument that it must be suited to man ; and those 
who would prevent the free circulation of the Scrip- 
tures amongst all, or would argue against the reading 
and study of them by all, set themselves in opposition 
to God. Besides, such persons manifest gross ignor- 
ance of the truth and the results following from it It 
has been found, and ever will be found, that those 
who have studied the Scriptures with humble and 
earnest minds, depending upon the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, have been led to understand, receive, and 
come under the influence of the truth. And if such 
persons were gathered from the four quarters of the 
globe, although there might be diflPerence of opinion in 
various minor points, still, on all the great and 
essential doctrines of the gospel, there would be a 
striking agreement Indeed, such persons, although 
previously entire strangers, by entering into familiar 
and experimental conversation, would perceive that 
they belong to one family, that they are all the chil- 
dren of God by faith which is in Christ Jesus. ^ 

Section VI. — Believers are led by the Spirit. 

When the Lord brought the children of Israel out 
of Egypt, he "went before them by day in a pillar of 
a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a 
pillar of fire, to give them light,'' &c. Ex. xiii. 21. 
And the Lord still leads his people as really, although 
not in that visible manner. In a former section I 
referred to the perfection of the Scriptures as a rule, 
and that in every possible case there are express 
directions or general principles for our guidance. But 
in consistency with this, I add, that there are certain 
lines of conduct that in themselves are not sin to do, 
nor sin to omit. As an illustration : — It is not sinful 
in itself to go to America, nor to remain in this 
country. StUl, it may be the duty of one to go to 
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that countty, and of another to remain at home. 
How is the path of duty to be known in such cases? 
I reply, this only can be known by the leading of the 
Spirit. Thus saith the Scriptures: "Trust in the 
Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to thine own 
understanding; in all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths/' Prov. iii. 5, 6. And 
whilst it is our duty to acknowledge the Lord in all 
our ways and trust in him, we ought, at the same 
time, to use our own judgment, weighing reasons for 
and against, and we are not to expect to be directed 
by any sensible impulse; still, he really directs those 
who trust in him, even when in coming to decision we 
are not conscious of any counsel or direction apart 
from the exercise of our own judgment 

Believers are too often deficient in the exercise of 
faith in the common concerns of life. And I believe 
that some who have unwavering faith in God in re- 
ference to his promises of spiritual blessings, are 
guilty of much unbelief in regard to his promises of 
temporal blessings. But all the promises of God, of 
whatever kind, should be firmly trusted; and both 
reason and scripture teach that it is our duty to com- 
mit all our concerns to him, and to trust in him both 
in regard to temporal and spiritual matters. As an 
help to faith, consider the following things: — God is 
present everywhere, "Do not I fill heaven and earth? 
saith the Lord.'" Jer. xxiil 24. Again, "Whether 
shall I go from thy Spirit?" &c. Ps. cxxxix. 7-12. He 
is present throughout his immense dominions exert- 
ing unceasing energy. "My Father," saith Christ, 
**worketh hitherto, and I work." John v. 17. His 
presence and care over his creatures is manifested by 
feeding the fowls of the air and the beasts of the field 
(Matt vi. 26 ; Ps. cxlvii. 9.) And his presence and 
superintending care is manifested by the wonderful 
skill and suitableness to the end in the form of the 
honeycomb. 
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Amongst men, when a large and elegant building 
is about to be reared, a plan is previously drawn, and 
an architect superintends its execution. Each work- 
man has his own part to do, but is ignorant how one 
part fits another, or how the whole is to be completed ; 
but he is solely guided by the architect. The bees 
have no skill to make the honeycomb in its proper 
form, and each does not know how its part of the 
work will fit those parts done by others; but God is 
present superintending, and the bees execute the work 
according to his plan. And I may here appropriately 
quote the words of the prophet, "This also oometh 
forth fix)m the Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in 
counsel, and excellent in working,'' Isa xxviiL 29. 
Again, certain birds migrate previous to the winter 
to a milder climate, and return toward the approach 
of the warm season. Who teaches them the proper 
time of removal, and is present to guide them in their 
long flight? It is God. The intelligent reader can 
easQy consider many other proofs of titie presence and 
working hand of God, not only in reference to animate 
creatures, but also inanimate creation. From these 
things, even reasoning from analogy, we may conclude 
he cares for and guides his inteUigent creaturea But 
while such considerations tend to strengthen faith, we 
have a higher reason still. God hath promised to be 
with and to guide all who trust in him; this I proved 
by a quotation above. (See also P& IxxiiL 24 ; Bom. 
viii. 14; HeU xiii 5, 6.) 

Section VII. — On Meditation. 

To Meditate is to dwell upon the truth in our 
thoughts, so that it may affect our hearta And as 
food received does not nourish our bodies unless it be 
digested, neither can truth quicken our souls or in- 
corporate itself with our views and feelings, unless 
understood, believed, and kept in the mind by medita- 
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tion. There is a very intimate relation betwixt 
meditation and prayer. God speaks to us in his 
word, and our duty is not only to consider his word, 
that our understandings may be enlightened, but also 
to keep the truth before our mind, that our affections 
may be enkindled with love to it And when thus 
affected, we are naturally led to pour oat our thoughts 
and feelings in prayer. Thus saith the Psahnist, 
"My heart was hot within me; while I was musing 
the fire burned; then spake I with my tongue, Lord, 
make me to know mine end, and the measure of my 
days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am/' 
&C. Pa xxxix. 3-13. 

Subjects for meditation are exceedingly numerous. 
Some are as follows: — ^The existence and attributes 
of God, the works of creation, the law in its extent, 
perfection, and end; the gospel in its nature and 
suitableness, man's relation to God and accountability 
to him, man's relation and duty to his fellow creat- 
ures, the px>vidence of God manifested toward indi- 
viduals and nations, the resurrection and general 
judgment, the final and everlasting state of the 
righteous and the wicked These are only a few out 
of many subjects which could be enumerated, and I 
shall now describe a few points more particularly. 

Suppose the subject of meditation is the power of 
God ; this doctrine is not only expressly taognt in the 
Scriptures, but we can find many illustrations, to some 
of which I shall refer. The mountains are striking 
manifestations of his power, and the earth itself and 
other mighty globes which God hath hung upon noth- 
ing, and which move in their orbits with wonderful 
velocity, are astonishing manifestations of power. 
Again, suppose we meditate on the wisdom of God, 
not only do the Scriptures expressly teach that he is 
wise, b^t we can find countless iUustrations in the 
works of ideation, providence, and graca Wisdom 
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appears in the adaptation of means to accomplish 
proper and beneficial ends. The wisdom of God 
shines forth in the plan of salvation, by which God 
is glorified and sinners saved. And the sun in the 
firmament displays the wisdom of God; not only 
is it adapted by its power of attraction to preserve 
the planete in their proper orbits, but it is admirably 
fitted to dilBFuse light and heat, so necessary for the 
maintenance of animal and vegetable life. Again, 
consider the ocean as a manifestation of the wisdom 
of God. From that vast reservoir of water the clouds 
are supplied, from which rain descends for the 
nourishment of vegetation, and from which also the 
springs are supplied for the use of man and beast 
Again, suppose we meditate on the shortness of life, 
not only is this plainly taught in the Scriptures, but 
we have afifecting manifestations of this truth by 
observing the changes which take place around us. 
If we look back a few years and consider who, during 
that period, departed this life, we shall find the num- 
ber astonishingly great ; so that solemnly meditating 
on this, we shall feel that truly the life of man on the 
earth is as a shadow, we appear for a little time, and 
then vanish away. 

Section VIII. — On Prayer. 

Prayer is an act of religious worship. Prayer may 
be addressed to the Father, to the Son, or to the Holy 
Spirit. (1 Peter i. 17-19; 1 Thess. i. 1; Sol. Song 
iv. 16; Matt xxviii. 19; 2 Cor. xiii. 34.) Those 
Three are One God equal in power and glory. But 
prayer is most usually addressed to the Father, and 
we must come to him through Christ as Mediator, 
and by the aid 9f the Holy Spirit (Eph. ii. 13-18; 
Heb. iv. 14-16; John xiv. 6; Rom. viiL 26, 27.) 

Prayer is very comprehensive in its nature. The 
following are its leading divisions, but it is not 
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essential to prayer that all these should be in evety 
prayer, but some or all may be used as circumstances 
require. (1.) Adoration, which includes admiration, re- 
verence, and love, is the mentioning in prayer of the per- 
fections of God as revealed in his word, and manifested 
in his works of creation, providence, and graca Pa. 
cxlv. ; Micah vii. 18. (2.) Confession, which is to 
mention our sins, sorrows, and perplexitiea Ps. xxxii. 
5, Ixix. 1-17. (3.) Petition, which is asking in faith 
needful and promised blessings, Ps. cxlii; Mat. vii. 
7-11; James i 5-7. (4.) Thanksgiving, which is 
gratefully acknowledging mercies received. Ps. ciii. 
1-5. (5.) Intercession, or prayer for others. Dan. ix. 
7-19. (6.) Dedication, which is giving ourselves to 
God, and expressing submission to him. Ps. cxix. 
33-40, 105-120. 

Prayer is spiritual worship ; and to render spiritual 
worship, not only must we be careful to present fitting 
words, but these words must truly represent our 
views and feelings. Ps. IxiL 8; Ixvi 18; John iv. 24. 
We are absolutely and necessarily dependent upon 
God, and prayer implies a sense of our dependence, 
and is at once a duty and an unspeakable privilege. 
God is on a throne of grace dispensing blessings to 
his needy and dependent creatures. Suppose we 
desired to ask a favour from an earthly sovereign, it 
might be diflBcult or impossible to obtain admission. 
But there is access to God at all times through Jesus 
Christ Heb. iv. 14-16. And God as fully attends 
to the prayers of each humble and sincere worshipper, 
as if there was not another being in the universe ; for 
a multitude of concerns does not distract his mind. 
I mentioned in a preceding section the connection of 
meditation with prayer. The heart affected by medi- 
tation naturally unburdens itself by prayer. "Be 
careful for nothing,'' saith the Apostle, "but in every- 
thing by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
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let your requests be made known unto GkxL" PhiL iv. 
6. And observe that the Holy Spirit dwells in 
believers, sanctifying them by the truth, and aiding 
them in prayer. In meditation, the mind may at 
times be so impressed with the greatness of spiritual 
things, that our desires and feelmgs cannot be fully 
expressed by words. In such a case let us use words 
as far as we can find them, and those desires of the 
heart too great for utterance, God can read and 
answer. Thus saith the Apostle, "Likewise the 
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities, for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit 
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered; and he that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he 
maketh intercession for the saints according to the 
will of God" Rom. viii 26, 27. 

Section IX. — On Sabbath Sanctificatipn. 

The Sabbath was instituted when creation's work 
was finished, and was commemorative gf that event. 
After the resurrection of Christ, the Sabbath was 
changed from the seventh to that day of the week on 
which he arose from the dead. The work of creation 
is glorious, but the work of redemption excels in 
glory: and the change of the Sabbath from the 
seventh to the first day of the week is evidently com- 
memorative of the resurrection of Christ That such a 
change was made, may be argued from the fact, that 
Christ repeatedly met with his disciples after his 
resurrection on that day, John xx. 19-26; and 
certain duties are mentioned as done or to be done on 
that day, Acts xx. 7; 1 Cor. xvi. 2. Besides, the 
Apostle speaks of the Lord's Day (Rev. i. 10), 
evidently meaning a day distinguished from other 
days, and the appelation is appropriate to the first 
day of the weel^ because on that day Christ arose 
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liroin the dead ; and that the first day of the week is 
here meant, is further evident from Ps. cxviii 22-24, 
and Matt. xxi. 42. In connection with these two 
passages I remark, that the stone which the builders 
rejected refers to the rejection of Christ by the Jewish 
teachers or builders; but God glorified Christ in 
testifying in various ways his approval of Christ's 
finished work ; and the crowning evidence of God's 
approval was raising him fTX)m the dead, and pouring 
out of the Spirit on the day of Penticost, Acts ii. 1-42. 

The resurrection of Christ, in connection with his 
death, is an event of incomparaHe importance ; there- 
by God is glorified, and with that event the highest 
interests of man are connected. Hence we would 
naturally expect that the day on which Christ arose 
from the dead would be distinguished from other 
days; and that it has been set apart for sacred pur- 
poses is evident, not only from the passages referred 
to above, but also from the following words of the 
Psalmist, " This is the day which the Lord hath made, 
we will rejoice and be glad in it'' From all these 
texts combined, it is plain that the first day of the 
week is the Christian Sabbath. I farther observe, 
that as we have been taught to sanctify the first day 
of the week instead of the seventh, there must have 
been a time when this change took place. It would 
have been impossible to have introduced a change of 
the day, and that change not to be known in history. 
This consideration, therefore, leads to the conclusion 
that the change was made in the days of the Apostles, 
and by divine authority. 

To sanctify the Sabbath is toflet it apart to spiritual 
ends, except so much as is required for works of 
necessity and mercy. That the Sabbath is a perma- 
nent institution, may be argued, not only from what 
is said above, but also from its nature and necessity. 
The rest of one day in seven from worldly thought 
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and toil is highly beneficial to our physical constitu- 
tion; and the Christian knows, from experience, that 
it is exceedingly important for the exercise and 
strengthening of his spiritual life. Not that religion is 
confined to the Sabbath, and spiritual food is necessary 
every day of the week, still the Sabbath, with its 
fitting duties, are as a weekly feast by which he is 
greatly invigorated for prosecuting his wilderness 
journey on other days. Besides, the permanency of 
the Sabbath and its beneficial nature is evident, from 
the words of the Saviour, "The Sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for the Sabbath.^' Mark ii. 27. 

Further, the Sabbath is evidently moral and there- 
fore permanent, because it is classed with the other 
commands of the moral law given at Mount SinaL 
Again, the regular and stated public worship of God 
is a moral duty and requires time, and the Sabbath is 
a fit season for that end. But is it said, "Part of the 
day would do for that purpose?" True, but there are 
also other duties for which the Sabbath is necessary. 
Besides, the Sabbath being a divine institution, we 
can no more yield part of the day to the world than 
we could give up the whole ; and to quote the words 
of a certain writer, "Sabbath observance is essentially 
a direct and permanent proof of God's sovereignly, 
and a test of man's allegiance.'' And I here add, that 
those who delight in the various duties fitted to that 
day, prove that they delight in God the author of the 
Sabbath, and consequently manifest that they are 
believers. But on the other hand, those to whom 
the Sabbath is a weariness, prove that they have 
neither a title nor meetness for that rest which re- 
maineth for the people of God. 

But a person may suppose that he delights in God, 
and feel to a certain extent pleasure in religious 
ordinances, and may think himself a Christian, when 
he is deceiving himself. The stony ground hearers 
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received the word vniii joy, still they did not take 
such a comprehensive view of truth as to be led to 
renounce all for Christ, so that they were never truly 
converted. Mat xiiL 20, 21. Let those, therefore, who 
feel pleasure in religious observances, examine the 
ground and nature of that experience, that they may 
know whether or not it be tlie experience of a real 
Christian. And let me here ask the following 
questions. Do you deeply feel the truth of the scripture 
declaration in reference to yourself, that ''the heart 
is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked?'' 
And have you laid hold by faith of the mercy of Qod 
in Christ, and have you peace with him? Do you 
delight in God as your portion, and as the source and 
object of your chief happiness? Is sin, when at any 
time it prevails, the greatest burden of your life? 
And can you say that you deli^^ht in the law of God 
after the inwaid man, and ti^ in a dependence on 
God, you aspire and aim at universal conformity to his 
will? If you can aaiswer all these questions in tlie 
afBrmative, you are a believer. 

Sectiok X. — On Self-examination. 

Self-examination is commanded. (2 Cor. xiiL 5.) 
And the Scriptures lay down characteristics of those 
who are and of tliose who are not beUeversL Although 
one may be a Christian who hath an occasional doubt^ 
yet none ought to conclude that he is such unless hope 
prevail, and imless he can give a scriptural leason for 
his hope. (1 Peter iii 15.) If a person is ocmtent in 
a state of mioertainty he is assuredly uneonverted, 
for none can really be alive to the importance of salva- 
tion, and be satisfied with anything short of certainty 
that heaven is his home; and, believing the gospA in 
its nataie, exerdae, and results, evidenc^ itself And 
not only the experiences of bdievers, recorded in the 
Scriptiires, but also the language adiheased to them. 
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teach us that they had knowledge of their state ; and 
the gospel, in its nature and in its results to those 
who believe, is the same in every age. Besides, no 
holy obedience whatever can be rendered to God 
previous to faith in the blood of Christ. (Heb. ix. 14.) 

I know of no single word more characteristic of 
true religion than humility, unless it be love. Both, 
indeed, are essential to true religion. I subjoin a few 
remarks on humility. Pride is its opposite, and arises 
from ignorance. Humility arises from the knowledge 
of God and ourselves. No creature can fully compre- 
hend God, but a believer hath some true knowledge 
of his character and glory; and when he thinks of the 
infinite greatness of God and his own ineanness, and 
of the holiness of God and his own sinftilness, he feels 
humbled in the dust before him. And in connection 
with humility, I here add, that contrition, or broken- 
ness of heart for sin, is another characteristic of a 
believer. Contrition springs from faith. Not only 
does a sinner, when he becomes a believer, and so 
obtains the peace of the gospel, mourn over his past 
sins, but when afterwards he wanders in some degree 
from the path of duty, and returns from his wander- 
ings, to God through Christ, he laments over his sins 
and shortcomings ; and in a dependence on God, aims 
to live more and more devoted to his honour and 
service. 

Having made the foregoing remarks, which I wish 
the reader to bear in mind, I now proceed to describe 
evidences of conversion more at large. And observe 
here, first, that, as animal life is evidenced by con- 
sciousness, so also is spiritual life. The Apostle saith, 
"He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness 
in himself,'' &c. 1 John v. 10-12. This witness or 
evidence includes various things, first, a consciousness 
of believing. God promises, through Christ, to those 
who believe, eternal life. To believe is to take Gk)d 
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at his word, and he who does so must be conscious 
of it While believing always has effects correspond- 
ing to the nature of the truth believed; still, the first 
point for examination is, are you conscious that you 
are believing, apart from the consideration of the 
effects produced? Secondly, Have you access to God 
with confidence as your God and Father in Christ, 
and have you peace with him? Peace with God or 
a sense of pardon is inseparable from the faith of the 
gospel (Rom. v. 1, 2.) It is indeed possible to have a 
fiilse peace. If you have peace, examine, therefore, 
what is the ground or reason from which it arises. 
Are you conscious that, in yourself, you are a hell 
deserving sinner? And does your peace arise entirely 
from Chnst, who is the only true foundation? Thirdly, 
A believer loves God, and is conscious that he does 
so because he delights to read, hear, and meditate on 
his word ; because he delights to meet with God in 
secret prayer and in all the other ordinances of his 
grace ; because he delights and aims to do all those 
things which are pleasing in his sight through Jesus 
Christ ; and because he desires, above all things, in 
due time to be with Christ, where he is to behold his 
glory, and to be for ever with the Lord. 

Secondly, Life, whether animal or spiritual, hath 
vital energy cherishing that which is necessary to its 
existence or vigorous exercise, and opposing every- 
thing which seeks its destruction. Animal life in 
man and in beast derives nourishment from food; 
and truth is the food of spiritual life. The Holy 
Spirit dwells in believers sanctifying them by the 
truth. And this doctrine, properly understood, does 
not lead to sloth, but diligence to advance ia the ways 
of holiness. (Phil. iL ]2, 13.) As the possessors of 
animal life desire food for their nourishment, so also 
believers thirst after appropriate nourishment to their 
spiritual nature. Thus saith the Apostle, "As new- 
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bom babes, desire the siacere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby." Spiritual life is the reign of 
grace or holiness, and spiritual death is the reign of 
sin. While a believer is conscious of spiritual life, he 
is also conscious of the natural depravity of his heart 
True, indeed, when grace is in lively exercise, he hath 
no present feeling of the wickedness of his heart, and 
a young convert may be led at times to suppose that 
corruption is altogether irradicated. But it is not so. 
An imconverted man may have a warfare betwixt 
conviction and the love of sin ; but the behever has 
a warfare betwixt his new holy nature and corruption. 
Gal. V. 17. The longer that a believer lives> he attains 
to a more affecting sense of the natural depravity of 
his heart; and is led by experience deeply to feel that 
"the heart is deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked," &c., Jer. xvii. 9. Still the knowledge of cor- 
ruption is in harmony with the consciousness of pos- 
sessing spiritual life, and of advancement in the ways 
of holiness. And notwithstanding the prevalency of 
corruption at times, still spiritual life is the ruling and 
controlling principle in his heart and Ufe : and the 
believer manifests spiritual life by the stand he makes 
against sin, by the victories he gains over it, and by 
seeking, in a dependence on God, the utter destruction 
of sin, not only in all its branches, but also in its 
very being and root. 

Thirdly, Believers manifest spiritual life not only 
in variou^ ways mentioned above, but also by openly 
professing Christ before his disciples, and also, when 
called to it, before his most determined enemies. 
Whilst religion has its seat in the heart, it does and 
must regulate the outward conduct. A truly religious 
man is such in the workshop or on the farm, as well 
as in the sanctuary. Indeed, his whole life should be 
an act of consecration to God , and in so far as he 
falls short of this, he sinneth. I farther observe. 
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that spiritual life is manifested by identifying our- 
selves with Christ, his cause, and his people. Be- 
lievers love the disciples of Christ because they be- 
long to him and bear his image ; and they manifest 
love by deeds of kindness done to them, by delighting 
in their company and conversation ; also, in delight- 
ing to unite with them in the private and public 
ordinances of religion. Believers also manifest spiritual 
life by their conduct toward the unconverted — ^by re- 
proving, warning, and instructing sinners; labouring 
to induce them to give up the ways of sin, and cast 
in their lot with the people of God. And mere out- 
ward conduct is not a sufficient evidence of spiritual 
life. But in self-examination, while we are not to 
overlook outward conduct, yet in an especial manner 
we are to consider the state of the heart. Indeed, we 
ought not to be satisfied imless we find that we possess 
inward and scriptural characteristics that we are the 
children of God, and that these inward characteristics 
hath corresponding outward conduct* 

Section XL — On Communion or Fellowship. 

This subject is of a very extensive nature. Religion 
has both an individual and social aspect ; and believers 
have not only fellowship with God, but also with one 
another, 1 John L 3. 

I shall first consider briefly, Believers have fellow- 
ship with one another. Let it however be kept in 
mind, that in fellowship with one another, they also 
have fellowship with God Indeed, in every duty of 
whatever kind, which is conducted in a truly religious 
manner, God is enjoyed Having premised these 
remarks, I observe,— 

Believers have fellowship with one another in re- 
ference to giving and receiving matters of a wordly 

* Bee Appendix l>. 
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kind : and they have fellowship in seasons of joy or 
sorrow. The Apostle saith, " Rejoice with them that 
do rejoice, and weep with them that weep." They 
have fellowship with one another when they meet in 
private for conversation and prayer; and they have 
fellowship with one another in observing the public 
ordinances of religion. 

As the first great duty of a sinner is to believe the 
gospel, his next great duty after conversion is to make 
a public profession of his faith by uniting with the 
church of Christ And not only is a believer bound 
to do so, that he may observe appointed ordinances, 
but these ordinances are admirably fitted to quicken 
and refresh his souL The ordinances, indeed, apart 
from God, are empty cisterns ; but God has promised 
to meet with his people, and the believing and hum- 
ble worshipper does not find it in vain to wait upon 
Him. It was this that led the Psalmist so highly to 
value the house of the Lord. "One thing have I 
desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I 
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my hfe, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in his temple," Ps. xxvii. 4. 

The disciples on the mount had the high privilege 
of witnessing the transfiguration of Christ, when 
"his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was 
white as the light," Mat. xviL 2. And although Moses 
was not permitted to go over Jordan to possess the 
land of Canaan, which was typical of heaven, yet he 
was favoured with a view of it from mount Pisgah, 
Deut. xxxiv. 1-4. And a believer may appropriately 
be said to be on the mount of communion, when he 
has near approach to God, is made glad by the light 
of his countenance, and hath soul inspiring views of 
heaven as his home. 

Suppose we were under bodily disease, ' and a 
physician visited us administering medicine, this is 
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fellowship : and a believer hath fellowship with Christ, 
or God in Christ, as the physician of his soul. Al- 
though a spiritual cure is begun in him it is not com- 
pleted. He is justified, and is a new creature in 
Christ; still many imperfections cleave unto him, and 
in so far as he comes short of the ardent love and 
glowing zeal of the angels in heaven, in so far he 
comes short of his duty. There are sins of infirmity 
and sins of presumption, into which a believer is too 
apt to fall Notwithstanding the former, he may 
through Christ maintain a comfortable walk with 
God ; but when he deeply wounds his conscience by 
presumptuous sins, estrangement betwixt God and his 
soul shall be the result. We ought not to sin that 
grace may abound, but having sinned, we ought to 
return to God through Christ without delay. Thus 
saith the Apostle, "My little children, these things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous : and he is the propitiation for our 
sins ; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world," 1 John ii. 1, 2. 

Secondly, Suppose we were in temporal want, and 
one visited us, supplying our necessities, this is fel- 
lowship: and a believer has fellowship with God in 
Christ in reference to his necessities. I shall here 
refer briefly to those both of a spiritual and temporal 
kind, although the former was in some degree treated 
in the preceding particular. 

Every creature, from the highest angel to the 
meanest insect, is equally dependent upon God. And 
there is with him an inexhaustible store of blessings. 
Wordly riches are not always good for us, and are 
often withheld ; but what is good for us shall be given, 
Psa. Ixxxiv. 11; Isa. xxxiii. 15, 16; Matt vi. 31-33. 
And although believers, in respect to worldly neces- 
sities, for the trial of their faith, may live at times, if 
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I may so express it, from hand to mouth, yet that 
which to the eye of sense seems a scanty supply, 
when seen by faith to come direct from the hand of 
God, has a relish which the men of this world who 
"fare sumptuously every day'" know nothing of. But 
the blessings of a spiritual nature, treasured up in 
the promises, are great beyond our comprehension. 
These are set before us in the Apostle's prayer on be- 
half of the Ephesians, "For this cause I bow my 
knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
that he would grant you, according to the riches of 
his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit 
in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 
and to know the love of Christ, which passeth know- 
ledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of 
God." Eph. iii. 14-19. 

Thirdly, Suppose we were in perplexity and distress 
of mind, and one visited us, sympathising and giving 
us counsel, this is fellowship: and believers have fel- 
lowship with God in reference to their temptations, 
perplexities, and sorrows. We naturally expect that 
those who have sufiFered deep afflictions will be apt to 
sympathise with others in their troubles; and in this 
respect believers have encouragement in their distress 
to look to Jesus, who on earth was "a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief." 

Sometimes a believer is visited with distress too 
deep for human sympathy, but coming to Jesus in his 
troubles for sjnnpathy and help, while he can look to 
him as possessed of the feelings of man who knows 
experimentally what it is to have suflfered, at the same- 
time he can look to him as God, blessed for ever, and 
able to succor and deliver from all troubles. "Seeing 
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tlien that we have a great high priest, that is passed 
into the heaven», Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast 
our profession. For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need.'' Heb. iv. 14-16. Again, "The 
righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth 
them out of all their troubles. The Lord is nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as 
be of a contrite spirit Many are the afflictions of 
the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of 
them all/' Pea. xxxiv 17-19. 

Section XII. — ^On Heavenly Mindednesa 

Every believer prefers heaven to earth: but it is 
his duty increasingly to set his afiections on things 
which are abova And in order to this he ought to 
labour after enlarged and clear conceptions of heaven 
as a place, and of the reasons why his heart should 
be thera 

Before entering particularly on this subject, I pre- 
mise that the heavenly state is permanent This is 
a crowning point in the happiness of its inhabitants. 
Because the greatest happiness could not give satisfac- 
tion if the fear of losing it should enter the mind. 
But such fear shall have no place there. I shall here 
add another reason which greatly sweetens the 
thoughts of heaven to a believer, namely, he shall be 
entirely free from sin and temptation. I shall now 
more particularly give reasons for heavenly minded* 
ness, under five heads. 

First, Heaven is a place of surpassing magnificence 
and glory. The Scriptures describe heaven as a 
country, and a city. Heb. xL 14-16. Let us there^ 
fore combine these in considering the subject In 
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Rev. xxi. we have a description of the "new Jerusa- 
lem/' "I saw," saith John, "the- holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,'* 
&c. From the above language perhaps some think 
that we have a description of what shall be on the 
earth at a future time ; but it was in vision that he 
saw the "new Jerusalem,'' and it may be said with 
propriety to have come down, that is a representatioa 
or view of it I shall therefore consider that this 
chapter refers to heaven in the highest sense of the 
term. I do not, indeed, suppose, that the description 
is literal, but we could have no idea of heaven at all 
as a place, but by comparisons 'drawn from things on 
earth, of which we have some knowledge. 

Let us consider it as a country of vast extent, 
diversified with mountains, valUes, and rivers; and 
- adorned with trees and flowers: and as having a city, 
the metropolis of the country. "And the building of 
the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure 
gold, like unto clear glass. And the foundations of 
the wall of the city were garnished with all manner 
of precious stones," &c. Rev. xxi 18-21. Again, "And 
I saw no temple therein : for the Lord God Almighty 
and the Lamb are the temple of it And the city had 
no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it ; 
for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is 
the light thereof," Rev. xxi. 22, 23. 

Secondly, God peculiarly manifests his presence and 
glory in heaven. He is present everywhere, " Do not 
I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord;" but he may 
in a particular manner be said to be present where he 
manifests his presence. "And the Lord came down 
upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount," &c., Ex. 
xix. 20. The cloud, and fire, and smoke were on that 
occasion sjmibols of his presence. And that God 
peculiarly manifests his presence and glory in heaven 
is evident from the following words, "The Lord hath 
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prepared his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom 
ruleth over all/' Again, **Thou wilt shew me the 
path of life; in thy presence is fulness of joy; at 
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." 
God cannot be seen by the bodily eye, neither on earth 
or in heaven, 1 Tim. i 17; but in heaven believers 
shall have such a clear perception, by the eye of the 
mind, of the being and perfections of God, that they 
shall as truly realise his presence and glory, as we 
realise an object on earth which we behold with our 
bodily eyes. The Apostle, contrasting believers on 
earth with what shall be their experience in heaven, 
saith, "For now we see through a glass, darkly; but 
then face to face; now I know in part; but then shall 
I know even as also I am known,'' 1 Cor. xiiL 12. 
Again, "And they shall see his face ; and his name 
shall be in their foreheads." Rev. xxii 4. But whilst 
God, in his essence or spiritual presence cannot be 
seen by the bodily eye, yet Christ, who is God mani* 
fested in human nature, shall be seen by the eye of 
the body. 

Thirdly, Believers shall sing praises to God in 
heaven. This is a delightful duty, which is begun on 
earth, and shall be continued in heaven. And whilst 
we should be chiefly concerned that it is done with 
the understanding and the heart — unless this be the 
case it is not worship at all, in the proper sense of the 
word, "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth"— «tiU the 
pleasure of the exercise depends partly on the har- 
mony of the music. A jarring note causes an uneasy 
sensation ; but there shall be no jarring note in heaven* 
And although the praises of God in heaven shall never 
degenerate into cold formality, yet as intelligent praise 
is enkindled by troth, from time to time an impulse 
shall be given to the exercise by new discsoveries (k the 
gloiy of God: as a fire may be burning brightly. 
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and still rise to a higher flame when combustible 
matter is thrown upon it And the exceeding greatness 
of the assembly in heaven will deepen the solemnity 
and delight wluch the worshippers shall experience in 
the service. 

While every mind shall be filled with the most pro- 
found reverence, admiration, and love to God, the 
object of worship, a sympathy and union with fellow 
worshippers shsdl pervade every heart A believer 
could not feel satisfied unless he could find others to 
join him in the service of God. Indeed, he wishes all 
nature, animate and inanimate, rational and irrational, 
to unite in his praise. True, indeed, none but rational 
beings can engage in this service voluntarily and in- 
telligently ; still God is praised or his glory manifested 
by all his works. Psa xix. 1 ; cxlv. 3-13. 

Fourthly, Whilst believers have fellowship with 
God as their chief good and highest end, they also 
have fellowship with one another, and doubtless with 
angels. Although religion is personal, existing in 
believers as individuals, it is also social, uniting with 
the most endearing ties all holy beings in the universe. 
And whilst the vast assembly in heaven shall engage 
as with one heart and one soul in the contemplation 
of the glory of God, and in his worship and service; 
still, in subordination and harmony with this, they 
shall delight in the company of one another, and shall 
behold in one another rays of that moral beauty which 
in its highest degree centres in Gk)d, and of which 
they have become partakera 

There is reason to think that at certain times be- 
lievers will visit distant parts of the heavenly country, 
or distant worlds, and converse concerning God and 
his wonderful works. This is a duty on earth to 
which the Psalmist refers in the subjoined quotation, 
and it will doubtless be resumed in heaven : "All thy 
works shall praise thee, O Lord ; and thy saints shall 
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bless thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy 
kingdom, and talk of thy power ; to make known to 
the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious 
majesty of his kingdom, Psa. cxlv. 10-12. 

Lastly, Believers in heaven shall grow in knowledge 
No creature can folly find out God. Job xL 7-9. He 
reveals himself by his word and by his worka It is 
not likely the Bible shall be in heaven; still its lead- 
ing truths shall be in the minds of believers. And 
may we not suppose that Christ, who instructed his 
people when he was on the earth, will do so in heaven. 
The word "feed,'' in the subjoined quotation, seems 
to refer to the communication of knowledge. "For 
the Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters; and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.'' Rev. vii. 17. 

God's works of creation, providence, and grace can 
never cease to be subjects of study and contemplatioiL 
Although matter undergoes many changes, it is not 
likely that a single atom shall ever be annihilated. The 
earth is indeed destined to be destroyed by fire ; but 
this is not annihilation, but a purification of it Many 
subjects might here be mentioned that shall likely 
be objects of study in heaven. I shall, however, give 
only a few brief hints. There is no reason to think 
that any irrational creature, when dead, shall ever be 
brought to life; but there may in a sense be a 
xesurrection of such, that is the knowledge of them 
may be attained by believers in heaven, and this 
knowledge live in their minds for ever. By the study 
of geology much knowledge has been attained con- 
cerning the state of our globe, and living creatures 
which existed in ancient eras, long before the creation 
of man. I here observe that this remark is quite 
consistent with the scriptural account of creation, 
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rightly interpreted. The teaching of God by his 
works and by his word, is in perfect harmony. 

Many persons know very little of the manifold 
works of God upon the earth, and even learned men 
are ignorant of much connected with the subject. 
And I think it likely, that not only will the inhabi- 
tants of heaven learn concerning the origin and the 
changes that have taken place on the earth previous 
to the creation of man ; but also it is probable that 
they will learn concerning the present state of our 
globe. I refer here to the globe itself, or what it is 
composed of, namely, of rock, earth, water, and other 
substances ; besides its productions, whether of a vege- 
table nature, or the living creatures existing upon it. 
God makes nothing in vain ; and doubtless one reason 
for the countless number of living creatures on the earth 
and in the sea, is the delight God takes in difiFusing 
happiness ; besides another and a higher reason is the 
manifestation of his glory. And the more enlarged 
views that believers on earth or in heaven obtain, not 
only of God's works of providence and of redemption, 
but also of his works of creation, so much the more 
shall they be affected, and led to admire his wisdom, 
power, and goodness. Again, something has' been 
learned concerning the stars, or heavenly bodies, in 
their number, magnitude, and distances ; still little is 
known of their nature, and nothing at all as to the 
extent of creation. As to the latter point, perhaps no 
creature will ever learn the utmost boundary of the 
starry heavens. One thing at least cannot be doubted, 
that much knowledge on these and other subjects shall 
be attained in heaven, of which we are ignorant here. 
In connection with these brief remarks, I subjoin the 
following words of the scriptures: "O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works ! in wisdom hast thou made 
them all: the earth is fall of thy riches; so is this 
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great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping in- 
numerable, both small and great beasts/' Psa. civ. 24, 
25. "The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever: 
the Lord shall rejoice in his works,'' Psa civ. 31. 

Section XIII. — On Rejoicing in the Lord. 

The gospel not only justifieth and purifieth, but 
also imparteth joy to those who believe. And rejoic- 
ing in the Lord is the duty and privilege of believers. 

When treating a previous subject, I said that the 
glory of God consists in the combination of all his 
attributes, and that in a particular manner holiness is 
his glory. -In an emphatic sense "He only is holy." 
A created being may sin and still exist. Some of the 
angels sinned, and although fallen creatures, they still 
retain all the powers or faculties essential to their 
nature. And our ifirst parents in the garden of Eden 
sinned ; but even when fallen they still existed, and 
had all the faculties essential to human nature. But 
God is necessarily and essentially holy, as well as that 
he necessarily exists: and it would be as impossible 
for God to cease to exist as cease to be holy. And 
Grod is not only holy, but he is also blessed or happy. 
He is happy in himself, he rejoiceth in his works, and 
delighteth to pour blessings on his creatures. All 
sentient creatures are capable of some desree of en- 
joyment Those who aTirrational enjoy happiness 
agreeable to their nature : but intelligent creatures are 
capable of happiness of a more exalted nature, and 
all are happy except those who by sin have subjected 
themselves to the curse. All the inhabitants of 
heaven are full of happiness: some, however, have 
larger capacities for enjo} ment than others. Suppose 
we took a number of vessels of various sizes to the 
sea, we might fill them all to overflowing, so that the 
lesser would be as full as the larger, although contain- 
ing less. And the Psaknist, referring to heaven. 
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saith, "In thy presence is fulness of joy, at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore." 

I shall state briefly some of the reasons why be- 
lievers rejoice in the Lord. First, they do so because 
of his infinite greatness, excellence, and glory. He 
is worthy of the admiration, love, and homage of every 
intelligent being. Secondly, they have reason to re- 
joice in God because they stand in a covenant relar- 
tion to him through Christ Jesua Believers have a 
propriety in God, if I might so express myself: for 
what he is in himself, he is for the benefit of those 
that trust in him. To explain this point more par- 
ticularly I observe, that they can look to his almighty 
power as their defence, to his infinite wisdom as their 
guide, and to the boundless resources possessed by 
God for the supply of their necessities, and for their 
happiness in time and eternity. True, indeed, while 
in this world, where they are under training and dis- 
cipline to fit them for heaven, they may be subjected 
to many afflictions, and may endure many privations, 
but (Jod thus dealeth with them for their good : and 
he is the best judge of what is for their real interests. 
He does not look merely to what may be for their 
present comfort^ but he takes into view their whole 
being. The Apostle, referring to believers, saith, "For 
our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory ; while we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen : for the things 
which are seen are temporal : but the things which 
are not seen are eternal'' 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 

While rejoicing in the Lord is an inward feeling 
and experience, yet it has outward manifestations, and 
is largely illustrated in the Scriptures. I subjoin a 
few passages out of many. 

"I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
I will shew forth all thy marvellous worka I will be 
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glad and rejoice in thee : I will sing praise to thy 
name, O thou most High/' Psa. ix. 1, 2. The Lord is 
my strength and my shield : my heart trusted in him, 
and I am helped : therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth ; 
and with my song will I praise him," Psa. xxviii. 7. 
"I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall 
continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make her 
boast in the Lord : the humble shall hear thereof, and 
be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
exalt his name together. I sought the Lord, and he 
heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. Psa, 
xxxiv. 1-4. "Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all 
ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness ; come before 
L presence with singing. Know ye that the Lord 
he is God : it is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves: we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and 
into his courts with praise : be thankful unto him, and 
bless his name. For the Lord is good ; his mercy is 
everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.'^ 
Psa. c. "Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a 
new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints. 
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let the 
children of Zion be joyful in their King,'' Psa, cxlix. 
1, 2. "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shouts 
O daughter of Jerusalem : behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee; he is just, and having salvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of 
an ass/' Zech. ix. 9. "Rejoice in the Lord alway : and 
again I say, Rejoica'' PhiL iv. 4l 

Section XYL — ^Duty to labour to induce others 
to enter the Strait Gate. 

After the &11 of man, a way of salvation having 
been revealed, some at an early period availed them- 
selves of it At length, however, sin so greatly in* 
creased on the earth, that God destroyed aU by the 
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waters of a flood, except Noah and those with him in 
the ark. Since the days of Noah, sometimes believers 
have been very few : at other times religion has con- 
siderably revived : and at the present day I believe 
there are more true Christians on the earth than have 
been in any one period since the world began Still 
the number of beUevers are few compared with the 
unconverted. In our own country there are many 
entirely ignorant of the gospel ; and not a few are pei- 
rents, who allow their children to grow up as ignorant 
as themselves. And in some countries, and in early 
ages up to the present time, on account of the ignor- 
ance of parents, and aversion of children to receive 
the truth, darkness at length has so greatly prevailed, 
that the knowledge of the truth is entirely lost by 
vast multitudes. 

As the gospel was made known to Adam, and after- 
wards to Noah, if all parents from the first, and in 
every future generation, had instructed their children, 
and if the children had uniformly received the truth, 
in this case religion would have prevailed universally. 
And it was the duty of parents thus to have instructed, 
and of children thus to have received the gospel It 
was true in all ages, as well as it is true now, that the 
gospel "is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth." 

Sin having entered the world by Adam, who was 
our representative in the first covenant, it hath ex- 
ceedingly prevailed. And much responsibiUty lieth 
on Christians on account of the vast amount of ignor- 
ance, and the false systems of religion which exist in 
our own land; and because of the false systems of 
religion, and darkness of heathenism so greatly pre- 
valent in many parts of the world. Doubtless true 
religion would be much more prosperous throughout 
the earth if Christians in past ages, and at the present 
^ime, had laboured, in a dependence on God, with 
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that earnestness which they ought to have done. The 
shortconiings of Christians in this respect have arisen 
from various causes. I shall here only mention one 
point Some do not sufficiently realise the responsi- 
bility under which they lie to diflfiise the truth, from 
mistaken views of the sovereignty or providential 
arrangement of Qod in reference to the salvaticm of 
sinners. There are, indeed, difficulties connected with 
this subject which perhaps shall not be fully cleared 
up while we are on earth. But those views which 
stand as a bar to the performance of duty, must be 
mistaken views. Some seem to think that a decree 
stands in the way of the salvation of some sinners, 
and that it would be impious to aim at the salvation 
of all But no decree stands in the way of the sal- 
vation of any, as I formerly proved: and C!hrist by 
his death having removed the barrier, the way is 
opeaied up for all to return to Qod: and the command 
to the disciples of Christ is, "Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the s^ospel to every creature :'' so that 
Chri^ans ought ^ Skre. and W. and labour, for 
the salvation of all And if every sinner was con- 
verted except one, it would still be their duty to 
labour to lead that one also into the fold of Christ 

God is the source of all good; still society is so 
constituted, that we depend on the labours of others 
for many of the necessities and comforts of life. And 
God hath laid upon believers the duty of making 
known the gospel to others ; and so great is their re- 
sponsiblity, that while faithfulness may be instrumen- 
tal in saving souls, neglect may be the cause of their 
perdition. Ezek. xzziii 7-9. And to labour in this 
cause is not only the duty of ministers of the gospel^ 
but all who have received the truth are bound to 
diffiise it according to their ability and opportunity. 
Phil ii 15, 16; Rev. yxii. 17. 

Believers should labour because it is their duty; 

a 
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because God is glorified by the salvation of sinners ; 
and from compassion to those who are in a perishing 
condition. If the house of a neighbour were on fire, 
and the family asleep, would we not be in earnest to 
arouse them, that they might escape? And sinners 
are exposed to a danger incomparably greater. Let 
Christians meditate on the miserable condition of 
sinners, till their hearts are deeply affected. The 
children of Israel were enjoined not to oppress the 
stranger, and the duty is urged upon them by the fol- 
lowing reason, "For ye know the heart of a stranger, 
seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt" Ex. 
xxiii. 9. A Christian knows by his own experience, 
previous to conversion, that the heart of a sinner is 
desolate. A sinner may indeed feel joy at times; 
but that joy is very superficial at best, and of short 
duration at the most. Many manifest levity and 
mirth, when their hearts are in reality sad. They feel 
their misery especially when alone, and separate from 
their companiona Sinners, therefore, are objects of 
pity, and in an jespecial manner this is the case on 
account of what must befal them in a i^ture state if 
they rej)ent not. The Psalmist was deeply affected on 
account of the conduct of sinnera "Rivers of waters," 
said he, "run down mine eyes, because they keep not 
thy law," Psa. cxix. 136. And one infinitely greater 
wept on account of the misery awaiting obstinate and 
unbelieving sinners. (Luke xix. 41-44.) 
• Some are discouraged in labouring for the conver- 
sion of sinners, because they see little or no fruit of 
their labours. But perhaps one reason is the little 
degree of life in the Christian himself. In. this case 
let him return from his wanderings to God through 
Christ Proper fitness for this work requires not only 
piety, but piety in vigorous exercise. And observe 
further, that as every Christian should do what he 
can to save souls, our concern in the first place should 
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be to do our duty independent of the results; still, 
we should sow in hope, not concluding that the seed 
is altogether lost, although it does not immediately 
spring up. Indeed, in some cases one soweth and an- 
other reapetL (John iv. 35-38.) The truth lodged 
in the memory, and which may have been forgot for 
years, has sometimes occurred again to the mind, and 
has then been considered so as to lead to conversion. 
But many of those who reject the gospel at the time 
they hear it, continue to do so to the end, and perish. 
As the present reception of the gospel by those who 
hear it is a duty ; and as conversion is an instantaneous 
change, it is the duty of the sinner to decide at once, 
and it is the duty of the Christian to urge the sinner 
to come to present decision. It is possible, indeed, 
that a sinner who refuses to repent to-day, may do so 
to-morrow: still there is no certainty that he shall 
live till to-morrow, and no certainty that he shall re- 
pent, even should he live. It may be now, or never. 
Let such and other considerations lead Christians with 
earnestness to urge sinners to flee with all speed "from 
the wrath to come.'' Some seem to content them- 
selves in an unconverted state with the plea that they 
are waiting God's time; but His time is the present 
tima There can be no excuse for continuing in re- 
bellion, 2 Cor. vL 2; Heb. iiL 7, 8. In conclusion, I 
observe, that those who labour to save souls have 
reason to take encouragement from the success that 
has resulted from such labour in past ages, smd also 
in our own day. Besides, there is ground from the 
Scriptures to believe that those who labour earnestly, 
prayerfully, and in £sdth, shall win souls. Psa^ cxxvL 
6; Isa. Iv. 11-13. 

SEOnoK XV.— Difficulties in the Way. 
When the Lord delivered the Israelites from 
^Egyptian bondage, and divided the Bed sea,, so that 
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tiiey passed tlirotigh on dry land ; still there was a 
wilderness betwixt them and the land of Canaan. 
Believers are adopted into the family of Qod, and in- 
vested with high privileges, stiU they have a desert to 
pass, and there are many enemies to oppose their 
progresa But let them trust in the Loni, and go 
forward; and they shall not be put to shama Their 
enemies may be arranged under three heada 

First, The devil is an enemy. There is reason to 
believe that the fallen angels are very ntmierous; and 
there seems to be various orders under one chie£ 
Amongst men it is not uncommon to ascribe the acts 
of a kingdom or army to the ruler or commander, and 
probably on this principle the devil is often referred 
to in the singular number. Kingdoms amongst men 
have their chief city, where the government is 
established; and it is not unlikely that in some 
particular locality on the earth or in the regions of 
the air, Satan holds his court,, where he and his col- 
leagues have their consultations. 

The devil has great power to tempt and distresa 
He cannot, however, search the heart, alUiough by 
observation he may leam the leading characteristics 
of our disposition, and suit his temptations accord- 
ingly. I doubt not that he can work on the imagines 
tion in such a way as tends to darken the judgment, 
and gain the affections; and he can suggest words to 
the mind. We cannot usually distinguish the sug- 
gestions of the devil from thoughts which arise in our 
own mind. In some cases, however, the devil so 
violently and continuously distresseth the soul with 
suggestions opposed to the whole bent of the soul, 
that his agency is apparent Probably in many cases 
the temptations of the devil are similar, whether 
brought to bear on the converted or unconverted ; but 
his general plan no doubt is to adapt these to the 
peculiar circumstances of the several dassea EUs 
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aim is to prevent, if possible, the conversion of sin- 
ners; and he does what he can to retard the progress, 
or turn believers out of the way ; so that believers 
have need to watch and pray. "Be sober, be vigilant," 
saith the Apostle, "because your adversary the devil, 
Cks a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith," 
&c. 1 Peter v. 8, 9. God hath provided armour, so 
that those who faithfully use it shall. be conquerors, 
and more than conquerors through him who loved 
them. (Eph. vi. 10-19.) 

Secondly, The men of the world are in opposition. 
I do not say that every unconverted man is a per- 
secutor ; indeed some of them esteem religion in others, 
although they walk not in the ways of wisdom them-' 
selves. The spirit and practice of such hath, however, 
a deadening influence on believers; still, while in 
this world they cannot be altogether separated from 
them, and to a certain extent it is even a duty to 
mingle with them, so as to endeavour to do good to 
their souls. But they ought not to be the chosen 
companions of believers. Thus saith the Psalmist^ 
''I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of 
them, that keep thy precepts," Psa cxiz. 63. 

But wicked men have offcen persecuted believers to 
death; and many persecute them in other respecta 
Some do so by scoffing. They endeavour to hold up 
religion, or reUgious men to ridicula Such persons 
by tiieir conduct declare that they are not ashamed of 
the service of Satan: and believers should take a 
lesson even from them, so as not to be ashamed boldly 
to profess Christ Some of the men of the world seem 
to think that there is a meanness in being a Christian; 
but such are deplorably ignorant of that which con- 
stitutes true glory. A scoffer at religion is at once 
amongst the most wicked and despicable of men. 
Let such speedily consider his ways, and repent; or 
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destruction may be at the very door. And let not a 
Christian be deterred by the laughter of the fool from 
fully following Christ: and especially would I counsel 
youiag convefts to be on theJ^guJd in this matter. 
Thus saith the Saviour, "Whosoever therefore shall 
be ashamed of me and of my words, in this adulterous 
and sinful generation ; of him also shall the Son of 
man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels,'' Mark viii. 38. 

Thirdly, Corruption in a believer opposeth his pro- 
gress. Some unconverted men have strong convic- 
tions concerning the evil of sin and its consequences, 
who still continue to love it, as indeed every uncon- 
verted man refuseth submission to God in one point 
or another. Conversion is neither more nor less than 
unreserved submission; that is submission to the 
gospel, so as to trust God's mercy in Christ; and sub- 
mission to the law, so as to dehght to do the will of 
God. And submission to the law and gospel is that 
disposition which may appropriately be termed the 
new heart But although every believer hath a new 
heart, still the old nature remains, and acts as a drag 
on the chariot wheels of the soul. The heart of a 
believer may be compared to a citadel in a stajie of 
siege. God reigns in his heart, in other words, the 
will of God hath a controlling influence over his heart 
and Ufa This is the case although corruption seeks 
to gain the ascendency. The devU does his utmost to 
withdraw the heart of the believer from alliance to 
God; and corruption as a traitor within, wateheth 
opportunities to open the gates to the enemy. There 
is need, therefore, of great vigilance to guard against 
the enemy without, and the traitor within. "Keep 
thy heart with all dihgence; for out of it are the 
issues of life," Prov. iv. 23. 
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SfiCTioir XVI.— Encours^ements in the Way. 

When the Lord commanded Joshua to go over 
Jordan and possess the land of Canaan, he said, ''I 
^11 be with thee : I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee* 
Be strong and of a good courage/' &c. Josh. i. 5, 6* 
And the Apostle, addressing believers saith, "Let 
your conversation be without covetousness ; and b^ 
content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, 
I will never leave thee ; nor forsake thee. So that 
we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will 
not fear what man shall do unto me,'' Heb. xiiL 5, 6. 

If we receive a promissary note or cheque on a 
bank, by presenting it we obtain the amount. And 
scripture promises are an engagement, on the part of 
God, to bestow those blessings contained in them. 
And all who plead the promise in faith are sure to 
realise the blessing ; for he is faithfiil who hath pro- 
mised. . These promises are great and precious, and 
so varied, that a believer can be in no condition, but 
that he may find a promise suited to his case. Some 
promises refer to spiritual, and others to temporal 
blessings. Sometimes those who exercise unwavering 
faith in regard to the former, are weak in faith re- 
specting the latter. But every promise of God should 
be firmly believed: and when He is trusted in the 
greater, it is very unreasonable to doubt his word in 
respect of the lessor. Indeed, to doubt God's word 
in any case is sinful; and in so far as we fail in the 
exercise of faith, we come short of our duty, and 
should repent. I may here appropriately quote the 
words of a certain writer, — "Seeing our time here is a 
warfare, it is a comfort to perceive the Lord's presence 
with any poor soul, so as to make it stand out in hope 
and prayer, while temptations and corruptions, like 
fiery darts, are flying thick on every side. It never 

foes desperately ill with them that travel towards 
iiou; and are acquainted with assults from Sat^n, and 
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hearfc-treax3h6iy f5pom themselves, tiU they begin 
secretely to whisper rebellion against the covenant 
and law of God's gmce, and say, 'there is no help for 
me in God/ David could not endure to say, of his 
soul, 'There is no help for him in God/ Psa. iiL 2; 
xlii. 10; Ixxi 11. That was the anchor that made 
him ride out the storms, and the rope that drew him 
out of many a deep pit. Let us use the same meaii% 
with reverence, and yet with freedom."' 

An important question arises, namely, Do the 
blessings contained in the promises belong to all? In 
other words, is every one, whether converted or un- 
converted, warranted to lay hold of the promises? I 
reply that no sinner can come to God except by Christ 
as Mediator; and through him blessings descend to 
man. The finished work of Christ is the meritorious 
ground on account of which God bestows promised 
blessings. The Apostle, referring to Christ, saith, 
"For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in 
him amen, unto the glory of God by us," 2 Cor. i. 20, 
And I further reply to the above question, that many 
of the promises refer to the believer as such, so that 
they only can claim these. Still, the great promise 
of eternal life through Christ, refers to sinners, so that 
sinners as such are warranted, and indeed every sin- 
ner is in dnty bound, to believe that promise. If a 
man were fallen into deep water, and if a rope was 
thrown to him, by laying hold of it he could be drawn 
out. And a sinner, by laying hold of the promise 
of life through Christ, shall be prevented from sink- 
ing into the bottomless pit; and when he believes or 
trusts that great promise, he is united to Christ, and 
adopted into the family of God, and so hath a new 
covenant right to all the promises 

I shall not attempt to enumerate the promises 
addressed to believers, but I subjoin only a few of 
them, under the following heads, — ^Direction in the 
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way, Psa. Ixxiii. 24 ; Prov. iiL 5, 6. Support in 'the 
time of trouble, Psa xlvL 1-3; Nahum L y. Deliver- 
ance from trouble, Psa, 1. 15; Hosea vi 1. Support 
under temptation, and deliverance, Isa. xl. 29-31; 
xli. 10; 1 Cor. X. 13; 2 Cor. xii 9. The indwelling 
and aid of the Holy Spirit, Roro. viiL 9, 15, 16; 
2 Cor. i. 22. Victory and triumph over all enemies, 
RoHLvi 14; Phil. i. 6; 1 Peter i. 5; Rom.viiL 15-39. 
It has been a matter of controversy whether every 
believer perseveres to the end or not I shall not here 
enter on the arguments that have been used on either 
side of this question. But I observe, that as faith 
evidenceth itself by its exercise and by its fruits, it 
would be absurd for any to suppose himself a believer, 
unless he coidd give a reason for the hope that is in 
him. And in examining ourselves whether we are in 
the faith, the question is not what we were, or sup- 
posed that we were, at a former time, but what is our 
state and character at the present? The only sure 
evidence we ever believed is that we still continue to 
do so, and that our faith produceth holy fruits. In 
connection with these remarks I subjoin the following 
texts, — "But he that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved,'' Matt xxiv. 13. Again, "For 
we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the be- 
ginning of our confidence stead&st unto the end," 
Heb. iiL 14. Again, "For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments: and his command- 
ments are not grievous. For whatsoever is bom of 
God overcometh the world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith," 1 John 
V. 3, 4. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

BRIEF ADDRESSES TO VARIOUS CLASSES OP THE 

UNCONVERTED. 

Section I. — ^To Unconverted Parents. 

In the outset of this address I state, that while the 
title of it is "To unconverted parents/' some of it is 
applicable to Christian parents; even those parts, 
however, which are applicable to the latter class, 
may in some respects be of use to the former.' And 
let unconverted parents consider that it is a crime to 
continue in their present state: God by the gospel 
puts salvation within your reach. 

Parents are in a position of very ^eat responsibility. 
Their children require instruction, both as regards this 
world and a future state ; and it is the duty of parents 
to labour to lead their children to the Saviour. But 
those who are unconverted are very unfit for this duty. 
Let such deeply ponder on the solemn thought, that 
continuing in your present state to the end you 
must perish, and perhaps be the cause of the perdition 
of some or all of your children. It is fearful to think 
of a whole family in hell. Let unconverted parents 
come to a stand in their downward course. Let them 
consider their ways, and turn to the Lord. This is 
of the highest importance to yourselves personally; 
and if you make a wise choice, there is hope that you 
may be instrumental in leading your children to fol- 
low the example. 

To a great extent the character and conduct of 
children in this world, and their destiny in the future 
state^ depends on the parents. True^ indeed^ that 



107 

religion is personal; and although parents are pionSi 
that will not save the children: but there is reason to 
believe that if parents are faithful in training their 
children, asking and depending on the blessing of 
God, that their efforts shall be crowned with success. 

Thus saith the scriptures, "Train up a child in the 
way he should go ; and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it." But many, even pious parents, are 
greatly deficient in this duty. This was the case 
with Eli, and the bitter consequences were deeply 
felt, even in this world. 1 Sam. ii. 27-36. This duty 
of training, properly attended unto, must include not 
only instruction, and prayer for their conversion ; but 
also discipline and example. 

Irrational animals can, in some degree, be instructed 
and trained to obey the will of their masters. And 
80 likewise children, when mere infants, previous to 
the knowledge of words, and before they are able to 
speak, may be taught various things, and be led to 
submit to their parents: and as reason begins to 
expand, truth should be poured into their minds, as 
they are able to understand it Parents should be 
careful not to multiply commands unnecessarily ; and 
ought to weigh well the propriety of a command, and 
when given, see that it is obeyed. Those parents who 
allow their children to disobey, act an unutitbful part, 
which may lead to their utter ruin. 

Religious instruction demands the highest place. 
Children ought to be instructed in their state and 
danger as sinners; and in the way of salvation by 
Christ As the gospel has been devised by God to 
save sinners, we may therefore argue that it is suited 
to meet the case of all: so that the very youngest in 
whom intelligence has so tax dawned that he has be- 
come a moral agent, is capable of being led to under- 
stand and receive the gospel 

But truly religious prindples have leferenoe both to 
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this world and that which is to come ; so that it is 
necessary also that parents instruct their children con^ 
oeming the duties of this life : and all worldly business 
should be done with reference to God. I only give 
a few hints here, on a subject capable of great enlarge- 
ment Parents should carefully guard their children 
against any custom that cherisheth vanity and pride: 
and they should refrain themselves, and restrain their 
children, from every custom on which they could not 
ask the blessing of G9d, and which they could not do 
with an eye to his glory. 

Some imconverted parents encourage the attendance 
of their children at places for religious instruction, 
and are desirous that they become Giristians. Some, 
on the other hand oppose religion in their children. 
Tnie, indeed, many parents attend to religion, as far 
as this is fashionable, and consistent with supreme 
love to the world ; but these persons know notlung of 
real religion. And some parents of that class may 
desire their children to follow religion as far as them- 
selves ; but who will oppose their children if they seem 
disposed going, as they would say, too far. But those 
parents ought to consider that it is not . too gi-eat a 
length to be altogether a Christian. Indeed, religion, 
when short of full decision, cannot profit Parents 
oppose their children's highest interests if they ridicule 
or discourage them under deep impressions, and when 
they keep them back from any meetings where these 
impressions might be deepened; and where they 
might be so instructed as to be led to obtain the peace 
of the gospel A parent who does so, acts a cruel and 
wicked part And it is a fearful thing when a parent^ 
instead of aiming to lead bis children to Jesus, opposes 
these means which might be instrumental in saving 
them. He does the very work of Satan. As an 
illustration of some of these remarks, and as a warn- 
ing to parents and to children, I subjoin the following 
extract from "Letters to a Friend,*' by Dr. Henry. 
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''An accompliahed and amiable yotmg woman, in 

the town of , had been deeply affected by a sense 

of her spiritual danger. She was the only dhild of a 
fond and affectionate parent The deep depression 
which accompanied her discovery of her guilt and 
depravity, awakened the jealousies of the famer. He 
dreaded the loss of that sprightliness and vivacity 
which constituted the life of his domestic circle. He 
was startled by the answers which his questions 
elicited; while he foresaw, or thought he foresaw, an 
encroachment on the hitherto unbroken tranquility of 
a deceived heart Efforts were made to insmove the 
cause of disquietude; but they were such efforts as 
unsanctified wisdom directed. The Bible, at last — 
how little may a parent know the far reaching of 
the deed, when he snatches the Word of life from the 
hand of a child — ^the Bible, and other books of religion 
were removed from her perusal, and their place was 
supplied by works of fiction. An excursion of pleasure 
was proposed and declined. An offer of gay amuse- 
ments shared the same fate. Promises, remonstrances^ 
and threatenings followed. But the father's infatuated 
perseverance at last brought compliance. Alas I how 
little may a parent be aware that he is decking his 
offspring with the fillets of death, and leading to the 
sacrifice, like a follower of Molloch! The end was 
accomplished. All thoughts of piety, and all concern 
for the immortal future, vanished together. But O 
how, in less than a year, was the gaudy deception 
exploded ! The fascinating and gay L. M. was pro- 
strated by a fever, that bade a defiance to medical 
skill. The approach of death was unequivocal; and 
the countenance of every attendant fell, as if they 
had heard the flight of his arrow. I see, even now, 
that look directed to the father, by ttie dying martyr 
of folly. The glazed eye was dim in hopelessness; 
and yet there seemed a something in its expiring rays, 
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that told reproof, aud tenderness, and terror, in the 
same glance. And that voice — its tone was decided, 
but sepulchral still — 'My father! Last year I wonld 
have sought the Redeemer. Father— your child is' — 
eternity heard the rest of the sentence ; for it was not 
uttered in time. The wretched survivor now saw be- 
fore him the fruit of a disorder, whose seeds had been 
sown when his delighted look followed the steps of 
his daughter in the maze of a dance. O how often, 
when I have witnessed the earthly wisdom of a 
parent banishing the thoughts of eternity, have I 
dwelt on that expression, which seemed the last re- 
flection from a season of departed hope, 'Last year I 
would have sought the Redeemer!' " 

Section II. — ^The Unconverted Rich. 

Wealth, and all that is in the world, cannot impart 
true happiness. The rich often feel this in the days 
of health: and the world utterly fails its votaries in 
the time of sickness and death. It is strange, and 
yet it is true, that many who have been often disap- 
pointed in obtaining that satisfaction from the world 
which they expected, still cling to it as their portion. 
Many, even of the poor, are guilty of this folly and 
sin ; and the rich are in still greater danger in this 
matter. When the rich feel the emptiness of this 
world, it often happens that, instead of choosing the 
salvation of the gospel, which is the only true and 
satisfying portion, they endeavour to drown reflection, 
by change of place, and other enjoyments which riches 
put within their reach. The pride of rank and wealth 
is a great bar to the reception of the gospel. Such 
do not consider that to become a child of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus, is far higher dignity and honour 
than any worldly distinction. 

Great mental talents is the gift of God : and so also 
axe the riches of this world : and these, or any other 
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power of doing good put into our hands, are talents 
for which we are accountable. Rich men who live a 
life of faith in Jesus, and who honour God, shall be 
honoured by him, and shall be esteemed by all good 
men. But the man of wealth, who lives for the 
gratification of his own selfish desires, feeds upon 
ashes, and is contemned by aU who can perceive the 
-worthlessness of the man through the glare of worldly 
riches and rank. And while the rich man of this 
description, and his servants who follow his example, 
shall at the last day arise to ''shame and everlasting 
contempt;^' the master, having abused greater talents, 
and on account of his position having done greater 
evil, shall be subjected to a deeper condemnation. 
There is not a more pitiable sight on earth than an 
unconverted rich man on the point of death. Suppose 
that he is the possessor of a vast landed estate, he 
leaves all behind. And the wealth of this world hav- 
ing been his only portion, death having stripped him 
of that, he is poor indeed. After the judgment, and 
when millions of ages beyond have elapsed, what shall 
be his estimation of that landed property which at 
present is so valuable in his eyes? It will then indeed 
have ceased to exist, having been burned at the con- 
flagration of the world : still it shall exist in his re- 
collection ; and how diminutive it shall then appear? 
And he shall then exceedingly regret that he set his 
heart on the wealth of this world, and rejected an 
immortal crown and kingdom brought nigh for his 
acceptance by the gospeL But regret shall be then 
unavailing: for no gospel is preached in helL My 
rich unconverted reader, let such considerations lead 
you to make a wise choice while opportunity lasts. 

Section III. — ^The Unconverted of Large Cities. 
Mind acts upon mind ; so that in large cities, there 
is generally more activity and energy, both for good 
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aiKl evil, than in the country. True Christians are 
united by faith to Jesus, vrho is the Captain of their 
salvation ; and in a dependence on Him, they labour 
to stem the torrent of wickedness in the world They 
greatly desire to be instrumental in inducing sinners 
to renounce the service of Satan, and become soldiers 
of Jesus Christ While this warfaxe is waged both in 
the country and large cities, yet in the latter there 
is a greater concentration of forces. In large cities 
especially, sinners are to be found peculiarly bold and 
daring in their crimes, and who glory in their shame. 
And on the other hand, in large cities there are often 
believers whose piety is peculiarly eminent and vig- 
orous. But I shall in the sequel more particularly 
address the unconverted: and while the following re- 
marks in some respects apply especially to London, 
in other respects they are suitable also to other large 
cities. 

There are in London many hundreds of thousands 
rushing forward on the way leading to destruction, as 
a mighty river overflowing its banks pursues its course 
to the ocean From time to time some individuals 
connected with this mighty mass are converted, and 
consequently pursue a different course; but such cases 
are comparatively so few, that the multitude of sinners 
are not sensibly diminished. Besides, every year 
death makes great inroads: still, such is the infatua* 
tion of sinners, that the ranks are filled up by others. 
Indeed, owing to the increase of population, the mass 
of wicked men in London is much larger than it was 
some years ago. I shall suppose that my reader is one 
who belongs to this giddy throng; all of which, except 
those who may yet repent, shall as certainly land in 
perdition, as the mighty river is certain to empty itself 
into the ocean 

In following the multitude to do evil, perhaps my 
reader feels at times as if secure in the crowd. This 



113 

feeling of security is, however, one of the reasons why 
such a situation is one of peculiar danger. In Lon* 
don, where such a mass of human beings are congre- 
gated, and when a large majority are evidently walk- 
ing the downward way, a sinner is apt in some degree 
to forget his individual responsibility; and his convic- 
tions of the evil of sin may become more and more 
faint. His danger is not, however, lessened when fear 
decreases. Indeed, if at length a sinner becomes so 
bold in sin, as to throw off all fear of the consequences, 
destruction may be at the very door. And consider, 
O sinner, that as the largest river is made up of single 
drops, so the greatest multitude is composed of in- 
dividuals. As an individual you are accountable, and 
as such you shall die. Suppose you were to die to- 
night in your sins, and so be turned into hell, the 
giddy multitude would pursue their downward course 
to-morrow, as if nothing had happened. And would 
it be any comfort to you when in hell, to think many 
were following the same way, and were posting to 
perdition as fast as the wheels of time can carry them? 
And would the consideration that vast multitudes 
were there before you, be any mitigation of your 
misery? sinner, I believe that the wretched in- 
habitants in the pit of woe will each feel as if alond 
in the crowd : each one will almost feel as if there 
were no beings in the universe but God and himseli . 

Section IV.— The Infidel. 

In considering the. case of the infidel, I shall briefly 
refer to the athiest The former denies that the Bible 
is a revelation from God ; the latter denies his existenca 
"The fool,'' saith the scriptures, "hath said in his 
heart, There is no God." This conclusion, therefore, 
is more a desire of the heart, than the conviction of 
the understanding; but the earnest desire that it were 
so, sometimes leads them to believe a lia But saith a 

H 
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•certain writer, "We are oonacious of our conditioned 
l)emg; and this consciousness is irresistibly accom- 
panied with the idea of, and the belief in, an infinite 
and aU-perfect, an unconditioned Being, our Creator 
and moral Governor/' Or to state the above quotation 
in plainer language, with additional ideas, I observe, 
that we are conscious that we could not have originated 
our existence ; and that we are not self-sufficient for the 
<H>ntinuance of existence, or for that enjoyment which 
constitutes existence a blessing. And this leads to 
the conclusion that there is a Qod, that he is self- 
existent, and consequently sufficient for his own hap- 
piaess, and the happiaess of his creatures; and there- 
fore all who have wandered from Qod, must be 
destitute of that rest and satisfaction suited to their 
nature^ Observe further, that the conviction of the 
necessity of religion is so universal in all countries, 
and has been in all ages, the exceptions or apparent 
exceptions to this does not effect the general state- 
ment Hence we have another argument, not only 
that there is a Qod, but also that the enjoyment of 
his favour is absolutely necessary for true happines& 
But whilst the conviction of the necessity of religion 
is an argument for the being of God, and that we are 
dependent upon him; still the souls of those cannot 
be profited ^mo embrace any false system of religion, 
and believe a lie. 

Having made these remarks, I now address those 
who acknowledge that there is a God, but deny that 
the Scriptures are his word. And I here ask, Is it 
agreeable to reason to suppose that God would make 
man and exercise no rule and care over him? His 
providential care over irrational creatures is evident; 
and man is a creature of a higher order than the 
beasts of the field, and the fowls of the air. Besides, 
even an infidel will acknowledge that God bestows 
many temporal benefits on man ; and can we suppose 
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he has no concern for his higher interests? Dpes my 
infidel reader believe there is a right and wrong in 
conduct? And does not consciousness of sin lead to 
the conclusion that there is a law, and a Lawgiver? 
Besides, the condition of man on the earth plainly 
teaches that he is a fallen creature, and in a state of 
probation: and a state of probation teaches that there 
is a remedy provided. The Bible reveals that remedy : 
and h^ who believes the gospel shall be saved, he who 
rejects it must perish. 

There is ample evidence that the Scriptures are a 
revelation from God. The gospel is self-evidencing, 
and therefore its truth can be established apart from 
what maybe called outward evidences: and some 
Christians know very little, if any thing of the out- 
ward evidences; but to men of extensive learning and 
research, there is a vast and astonishing accumuktion 
of evidences confirmatory of the truth. And let the 
infidel, if he read these pages, bear with me when I 
assert, that if he continue an infidel it is because be 
prefers being so. No person who humbly and 
earnestly searches after truth as for hid treasures, will 
&il of ftading it It is certain, from the very nature 
of the case, &at no infidel is fblly convinced that his 
opinions are true; for a faAsehood can have no real 
evidence for its support And as might have been 
expected, infidelity has been found to mil its rotaries 
in the hour of da^;er, and at the approadi of death. 
Many stalking examples coold be adduced in illastra^ 
tion that they had no ocmfidenoe in their prineqdes: 
in tact that ihej weie terribfy' afeud of fbture retri- 
bution. 

Cases of sbqMdity or Mse hope does not affect the 
above lemarksL And observe fmrther, AaA as infidels, 
and espedally their leadrais, take a hMer slaad in 
rebdEoa tiian the most of nnnen, we migfat wuppote 
it likdj ibaA God, at least in some cases, would 
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signally rebuke such proud opposers, even in this 
world; and facts verify this supposition. Various 
cases might be mentioned, I shall, however, only here 
refer to Voltaire. This infidel seemed determined, if 
possible, to banish religion out of the world. Some 
of his letters concluded with the blasphemous expres- 
sion, "crush the wretch;" by which he apparently 
meant either the system of Christianity or, according 
to some, Christ himself. At the appro^ush of death, 
he was in great terror; and a certain writer, in con- 
nection with the death of that infidel saith, ''A more 
fearful exhibition of God 'pleading his own cause' was 
never made. The wretch was cru^ed, but that wretch 
was the blasphemer.'' 

Section V. — ^The Worldly-wise. 

The worldly wise are those who in some respects 
are wise as regards this world; but fools in regard to 
eternity. First, those are of this description who 
pursue astronomical, geological, or other scientific 
subjects as their chief end. As the man who sets his 
heart on the riches of this world is an idolater, so also 
is that man who admires the works of God and over- 
looks their great Author. They are solemn triflers, 
grasping a shadow, and neglecting the substance. It 
is indeed a duty to study, and take pleasure in the 
works of God; but we ought not to view these works 
merely on their own account, but we ought to view 
God as manifested by them ; and give God the glory 
of his works. Thus saith the Psalmist, "The works 
of the Lord are great, sought out of all them that have 
pleasure therein. His work is honourable and glorious ; 
and his righteousness endureth for ever. He hath 
made his wonderful works to be remembered: the 
Lord is gracious, and full of compassion. He hath 
given meat unto them that fear him: he will ever 
be mindful of his covenant" Psa. cift 2-5. 
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Again, as another case of a worldly-wise man, I 
shall consider the correspondent of a newspaper, in 
his own room writing on Sabbath. The fact that he 
hath learned to despise the Sabbath is one reason why 
in his own estimation he is a^ise man. After writ- 
ing and going out he meets a pious Sabbath school 
teacher, who has been instructing a few children, and 
he despises him in his heart But which of these is 
wise, and which foolish, in the estimation of angels, 
and of One infinitely greater? The mind and heart 
of the former is absorbed by the low and mean con- 
cerns of the present world : the latter is conversant 
with things unseen and eternal. The lamp of the 
former, if he repent not, shall go out in obscure dark- 
ness: the latter is animated with the hope of a crown 
of glory, which fadeth not away. 

Not to multiply cases, I shall only subjoin another 
brief sketch. Suppose one of my readers is in Glas- 
gow, and that in coming from public worship on a 
Sabbath afternoon, you meet one of the merchants of 
the city in a cab. He has just arrived in a steam 
vessel which lefb Liverpool on Saturday. He always 
aims to arrange, when on his journeys, to be at leaat 
part of the Sabbath at sea^ sa according to his manner 
of reckoning, there is so much time saved for the world 
He looks Uke a man who hath no' sense of 8hame. 
Indeed, he considers himself a very wise and honour- 
able man. Bat there is no honour in breaking the 
laws of God; and the ways of sin shall be no gain in 
the end. He professes to love hiH children, and he 
does love diem in a certain way; bat bis love in con* 
nection with his baneful exsunple, is exceedingly 
dangerous to ihm best interests. As pious parents 
have geDeraHj more influence over their children for 
good than any other human being; in like msamer 
wicked parents have great influence for eviL This 
man is thoioagfaly worldly-minded; and he se^ to 
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imbue his children with the same spirit, and they are 
following his example. Such a man is a curse to his 
family; he is a curse to the community; and he shall 
be cursed in his own person with an everlasting curse, 
unless he repent. O that he would consider his ways, 
and turn to the Lord. And if he were to come to the 
Saviour, he might be instrumental of leading his 
children also to Him. But otherwise there may soon 
be this whole family in helL 

Section VI. — ^The Covetous. 

Covetousness consists in supreme love of the riches 
of this world. Bearing on tms subject I make a few 
remarks on some points contained m Mark z. 17-22. 

A man desirous of instruction how to obtain eternal 
life came to Jesus. And when Jesus directed his atten- 
tion to certain commands of the moral law, the Saviour 
did so, doubtless, with the desire that he might be 
convinced of his sins; "for by the law is the know- 
ledge of sin.'' And unless a person feels his sinful- 
ness, he will never value and lay hold of the gospel 
That loan, however, byhis apwers, maiufested ig^r. 
ance of the extent and spirituality of the law. But 
instead of explaining that point, it appears that Christ 
preferred at once giving him a command, which was 
calculated most effectually to lead him to see the real 
state of his heart "One thing," saith Christ, "thou 
lackest: ^o thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and 
give to 3ie poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.'' 
Observe here, first, that selling all and giving to the 
poor could not merit heavenly treasures; but we- are 
to understand that if the man from right motives, and 
to a right end, had obeyed the command of Christ, his 
doing so would have implied that he had received 
Christ as his Saviour, and therefore rested on the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ for acceptance with God. 



119 

Bat when he was put to the alternative of choosing 
Christ and eternal life in him, or keeping the worlds 
he foolishly and wickedly preferred the world; and 
he "went away grieved; for he had great possessions." 

Although this man went away unconverted, still 
there is no doubt that Christ aimed to save him; and 
as he is infinitely wise, he could not err concerning 
what was most suitable instruction. Hei^ce those 
who labour for the conversion of sinners, may learn 
that the most likely way of doing good to a sinner, is 
to deal with him in reference to his leading sin. And 
observe fiirljier, that while God pardons sinners freely 
on accoimt of what Christ hath done, yet the veiy 
pbtaiiung of pardon by faiA in Christ. impUes a ceaa. 
ing to rebel And if a smner yields on that point 
where self-denial has its great^ exercise, he will 
yield on all other points. 

The man whom Christ commanded to seU all and 
give to the poor was under obligation to do so. It 
was rebellion to refuse. But that command only re- 
ferred to him individually, and is not a rule to us. 
The duty of liberality is, however, brought before us 
in many parts of the scriptures; and as it would be 
absurd to say of a profane swearer he is converted, 
when he still continues the practice ; so also it would 
be equally absurd to say that a covetous man is con- 
verted, when he still sets his heart on his wealth. 
There are persons around us who manifest that the 
main design of their life is to lay up riches, not to do 
good with them. These persons are not Christians. 
And there are others of the same description departed 
this life, who knew they were dying, had strength of 
mind to make worldly arrangements, and who held 
their wealth as with a death grasp, held it in the only 
way a dying person could, by bequeathing all to those 
nearly related. I here add, that if we have the 
ability, U)i)erality is one of the essential characteristics 
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of a believer; still giving or bequeathing of wealth, 
whether that is done in health or at the approach of 
death, is not in itself a certain evidence of conversion. 
As to what are characteristics or evidences of being a 
believer, I refer the reader to the subject on self- 
examination, in a former part of this treatise. 

I observe further, that a covetous dying sinner 
may desire to be visited by Christians'; may love to 
hear the gospel stated in its fulness and ireeness; and 
may be comforted with a false hope. But we ought 
never to be satisfied concerning one that he has be- 
come a beUever, unless he manifests that the love of 
God now reigns in his heart, and consequently, that 
every opposing principle is dethroned. And when a 
man, whose leading sin was covetousness, is converted, 
he will in an especial manner manifest a change in 
that point. Zacchseus seems to have beep covetous 
previous to his conversion ; but when his heart was 
influenced by the love of Christ, the world lost hold 
of his affections. (Luke xix. 1-10). And it is a most 
certain truth, that the love of the world and the love 
of sin, in all its forms, is renounced by all that love 
God. (1 John ii 15-17.) 

The minds of not a few are very dark m regards 
the duty of liberality. They seem to think that they 
are at Uberty to do as they please; but wealth be- 
longs to God, and we are accountable to him. One 
end of wealth is to use a portion of it for our own main- 
tenance, but another and higher end is to glorify God, 
by liberally laying it out for the support and diflbsion 
6f the gospel, and the aid of the poor. As to the 
extent of liberality, the scriptural rule is "as God 
hath prospered us,'' 1 Cor. xvi 2. And those who 
are truly liberally minded, will not reckon it hard, but 
rather a privilege, to have the abilty and opportunity 
of giving. Those who by faith are united to Jesus, 
and who lay out wealth for the glory of God, and the 
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good of man, shall not lose their reward, True indeed, 
liberality hath no merit, still God through Christ will 
reward his people for all their works of faith and 
labours of love, a reward of grace, not of merit And 
those on the other hand who hoard up wealth, and 
refuse to lay it out according to the will of God, are 
cursed, and shall be cursed for ever if they die in their 
eina That very contraction of mind by which they 
wrap themselves up in their selfishness, is a curse: it 
is one of the ways by which sin indulged becomes a 
punishment to the transgressor; and that disposition 
cherished, will ripen into utter selfishness in hell, un- 
less in time they come to Jesus, and have their heart 
filled with the love of God. 

Section VII. — Gospel* Despisers and Sabbath 
Breakers. 

God by the gospel having opened up a way of escape 
for smners, we might reasonably have expected that 
all would have eagerly availed themselves of it ; but 
the facts of the case are far otherwise. Many treat 
the message of mercy with neglect, some have even 
the senselessness and hardihood to Ireat it with scorn. 
But do gospel despisers really believe their danger? 
They do not While looking at an iron fiimace, if 
told that you would certainly be thrown into it next 
year; believing this you would be overwhelmed with 
terror. And it is impossible, in the very nature of 
things, that any sinner beheves in the reality and 
fearM nature of future punishment, and that he is 
in danger of it, when he is not deeply alarmed. The 
rich man, who could not obtain a drop of water to 
cool his tongue, (Luke xvi 24) may have been warned 
a thousand times, but he never believed that future 
misery was so terrible as it really is, till he was 
subjected to it Now, my careless reader, the Bible 
speaks in no unceactain language on this subject, and 
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if you die in your sins, vrhen you are in perdition, 
and consider what the Bible saith on the subject, you 
will feel, fearful as your misery is, that you had full 
reason to expect it alL Careless sinner, you desire 
not to see your danger, but to shut your eyes to it» so 
that you may live in sin. You do not dwell on the 
subject so as to realise the matter in your thoughts, 
and be constrained to flee from the wrath to coma 

I shall suppose it is the forenoon of Sabbath. A 
band of young men are walking out into the country. 
They have an opportunity of attending the preaching 
of the gospel, but they utterly despise doing so. 
They give themselves up to vain and sinful conversa- 
tion, and boisterous mirtL They live as if the Bible 
were a fable, and the future state a dream. Some of 
them, indeed, are not b6 hardened; but at times, 
especially in the silence of the night, conscience 
whispers a coming judgment !3u.t if they take not 
warning in time, conscience will apt length speak in a 
voice of thunder, and never be silenced. 

But again, it is still the forenoon of Sabbath. 
Several young women, workers in a factory, are on 
their way to visit acquaintances Begularly as the 
Sabbath comes round, they either do so, or lounge 
idly at home or on the highway. They thus spend 
the Sabbath in a most irrational and tr^ng manner. 
An eternity spent in such a manner would be appal- 
ling misery. There are other young persons, who 
have received the gospel, and who attend public 
ordinances : such enjoy a foretaste of the happiness of 
heaven even in this world. But these gospel despisers 
and Sabbath breakers, to whom I have been referring, 
experience nothing worth the name of happiness in 
this world; and their present course leeids to the 
blackness of darkness for ever. And if such persons 
live and go on from youth to middle age, and from 
that to old age, in such ways, few, it is likely, of such 
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will ever repent Let me beseedtk the young, who 
are not so hardened, to come to a stand 

If for m important reason you required to reach 
the summit of a steep mountain by a certain time, it 
would be foolish to walk roimd upon its sides, still 
going downwards, and so rendering the ascent by 
that time more difficult, if not impossible. Now to 
the sinner grown old in such courses, I feel it almost 
in vain to say a word. True, you are not yet in hell, 
but the nearer that you seem to that place of misery, 
the less fear you have on that subject. It is most 
likely you will not now take good counsel But why 
such madness? If you are in earnest to escape the 
wrath to come, the door of mercy is yet open. Enter, 
I beseech you, while the day lasts. 

But again, I shaU suppose it is the evening of Sab- 
batL A group of young men are standing on the 
street Some of them were hearing the gospel dur- 
ing the day, and some of them were not Their con- 
versation, as we would naturally expect in the case of 
those who stand idly on the street, is trifling, not 
suited to immortal beings, nor to» the sacredness of 
the Sabbath day. Those who have been hearing the 
gospel are taking direct means to obliterate any 
impression that may have been made by the truth. 
The quietness and seclusion of home, on the evening 
of Sabbath, is of incalculable importance for search- 
ing after and meditating upon the truth. Those will 
do so who are anxious concerning salvation, and in 
earnest to come to a decision. 

Again, it is Tuesday evening, some persons are met 
who have leagued together to eflfect, if they can, by 
act of Parliament, the opening of the British Museum 
and other places on Sabbath. They also advocate 
musical bands in the public parks on that day. But 
such practices are not only sinful in themselves, but 
open the flood gates to other sins. 
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Although a large majority in this country are un- 
converted, and there is much Sabbath desecration, 
still there are more real Christians, and more atten- 
tion to Sabbath sanctification here than in most 
countries; and I doubt not, that the British nation 
owes its high position under Grod to the Bible, and 
the influence of its truths. Even the wicked often 
enjoy many temporal advantages because of the people 
of God that are in the land. If the League, to which 
I have referred above, were fully to attain thfeir un- 
hallowed end, not only would the natural result be 
increased indifference to spiritual matters amongst 
some classes ; but if true religion declined, or ceased 
to advance, the nation would retrograde in various 
other respects. "Righteousness exalteth a nation: 
but sin is a reproach to any people." 

If man, as the beast of the field, had no existence 
beyond the present life, he could not be a moral agent ; 
and if so, there could be no Sabbath, in the proper 
sense of the term. But man is made' to exist for 
ever. And wtile with the most, the greatest part of 
the six days of the week is necessarily and lawfully 
spent in attention ibo worldly matters; still it is our 
duty to attend to religious duties on portions of each 
of these days. Besides, truly reKgious men conduct 
even secular concerns upon religious principles. But 
all this does not supersede the propriety and necessity 
of one whole day in seven, separate from the world, 
and set apart for religious purposes. As the mem- 
bers of the league ask the afternoon of the Sabbath, 
and not the whole day, this seems to imply that they 
suppose that the legislature is more likely to grant 
part of the day than the whole ; or that even these 
men do not desire the entire abrogation of the Sab- 
batL Concerning their motives in this matter, I 
shall not here express an opinion ; but this I say, that 
the most of men have so much sense of responsibility 
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as to feel the- necessitv of some leUgion; and every 
system of i^Ugioix, whether the true m false, requires 
time for its observance. And even a false religion 
tends to bind society togiether, and is better for man, 
in a national capacity, than no religion. This was 
strikingly manifested by the fearful anarchy which 
prevailed in France, near the end of last century, 
when infidelity was rampant, and the rulers of that 
country, in their daring impiety, for a time abrogated 
the Sabbath, substituting one day in ten. But grant- 
ing that a fals^ religion is better for society than 
none, still, let it be carefully observed, that false re- 
ligion cannot benefit the sotd; and in the case of vast 
numbers, all the religion they possess only serves to 
smooth the pathway to helL This is a most dreadful 
result But on the other hand, while a life of &ith 
in Jesus leads to the haven of eternal rest, it is also 
highly beneficial to individuals and society in this 
world. 

There is no middle course to pursue in reference to 
the SabbatL Those who woidd argue in favour ot 
devoting the afternoon to recreation, or any other 
secular purpose, in effect deny that the Sabbath is a 
divine institution ; for if the scriptures do not prove 
an entire day, they do not prove there is such a day 
at all: and if men came to the conclusion that it is 
not of divine authority, of counte its observance comes 
to an end. But let any truly Christian man read an 
account of how the Sabbaths are spent in Paris, and 
how they are observed in Glasgow; and while there, 
is room for improvement even in the latter place, stall 
the contrast is very great: and the latter place is 
greatly preferable to the fonner. A spiritually 
mindeid man not only greatly values the Sabbath on 
his own account, but also on account of the careless. 
In the dty of Glasgow a large number of places are 
open for public wordup, where tlie gospel is preached; 
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and the quietness, and the many associations which 
that hallowed day is calculated to bring before the 
mind, tends to impress the solemn truth, that our 
existence here is only transitory. All these things 
combined may be instrumental in leading the uncon- 
verted to consider their ways, and turn to the Lord. 
So therefore, to argue from the nature of the Sab- 
bath, and its beneficial ends, we would be led to think 
that it is an institution which Ood would enact: and 
that it is a divine institution for all time, I have not 
the smallest doubt It was instituted for man in 
paradise, QetL ii 2, 3; and many arguments and 
proofs of its permanency can be drawn from the Old 
and New Testament& In addition to the proofs pre- 
viously mentioned, I here only add one tezt^— the 
Lord Jesus Christ, referring to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, which took place about forty years after 
his ascension; and this text, combined with others, is 
a most conclusive argument of the continuance of the 
Sabbath under the gospel dispensation. "Pray ye,'' 
said he, "that your flight be not in the winter, neither 
on the Sabbath day.'' 

Section VIII. — ^The Profane Swearer. 

There is no sin which more certainly marks to what 
class a person belongs, than profane swearing. If we 
meet an entire strangef , and he begin to swear, we as 
unhesitatingly conclude whose servant he is, as if the 
words, "servant of Satan," were written on his 'fore- 
head. This sin, in some of its forms, is not only tak- 
ing the name of God in vain, and therefore a breach 
of the third commandment; but it also includes pro- 
fime praying. When a sinner calls on God to damn 
his soul, or the souls of others, he is guilty of that to 
which I have referred. This is a horrible crime. Such 
do not consider what tiie damnation of hell is. If God 
were to answer his prayer, and turn him into hell, 
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even wh^i the unhallowed words were on his lips, he 
would th^i experience that it is a feaifiil thing to 
make light of the judgments of Qod, Those persons 
who use the words, "God bless me," in a light man- 
ner, are also guilty of a breach of the third command- 
ment There are various other words used by not a 
few, which may be designated minched oaths, or 
minched profane praying, all which are sinful Thus 
saith the Saviour, "Swear not at all; neither by 
heaven; for it is Gk)d's throne: nor by the earth; for 
it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the 
city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by 
thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white 
or black. But let your communication be Yea, yea; 
Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh 
of evil," Matt v. 34.-37. 

But a question arises in connection with the words 
of Jesus quoted above, Is swearing, or an oath, in all 
cases unlawful? I reply, that I believe the prohibi- 
tion of Christ only refers to the common intercourse 
of life ; but not to an oath on a solepm occasion, or 
when called to give testimony as a witness Tha*e 
are various examples of oaths mentioned in the Old 
Testament ; and that an oath on certain occasions was 
lawful, and even a duty, is plain from the following 
scripture, "Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and 
serve hini, and shalt swear by his name,'" Deut vi 13b 
And as the same reason remains for oaths now as it 
was ihen, we mi^t naturally infer that the custom 
would be lawful still; and that this is the case is plain 
from the words of the Apostle, "For men verily swear 
by the greater; and an oath for confirmation is to 
them an end of all strife,^' Heb. vL 16. Besides, the 
Apostle, imder the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
teaches its lawfulness by ezampla (See Bom. i 9 ; 
2 Cor, L 23; PhiL i. 8). Still let the reader bear 
in mind, that although lawful on a solemn occasion^ 
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or when called to give testimony as a witness; yet it 
is sinful when practised in the common intercourse of 
life. 

Section IX, — ^The Drunkard. 

Drunkards, when under the influence of intoxicate 
ing drink, are often to a great extent, and sometimes 
even fully deprived of reason. This conduct is the 
cause of much misery, even in this world; and unless 
they repent they must perish for ever ; for no drunkard 
''shall inherit the kingdom of Qod," 

It is extremely diflSicult, and next to impossible, for 
those long accustomed to habits of drunkenness to 
give them up. But they should make a mighty effort 
to break their chains, and be free from the degrading 
custom. And although difficult, it may be attained. 
Not a few who were once drunkards have become 
sober. To effect this end they must give up all tam- 
pering with it. There can be no safety for such but 
by total abstinence; and they ought at once to 
separate themselves from all their drunken compan- 
ions, and keep back from every place of temptation. 
Unless they. so decide, they are not in fiill earnest to 
reform in this matter. And all this may be done up- 
on rational or natural principles, apart from rejiigion. 
Still, let not my reader be content merely to become 
a sober man. While not a Christian, you are desti- 
tute of the one thing needful And although a person 
may reform in various respects, and not be a Christian ; 
yet there can be no thorough change, or real convert 
sion, apart from the gospel. Let my reader, therefore, 
lay hold by faith of the truth as it is in Jesus, for 
pardon, and depend on the aid of the Holy Spirit for 
victory over every sin. 

Having made these observations concerning the 
drunkard, I shall now briefly. warn the temperate 
drixiker of his danger. He does not intend nor expect 
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to become a drankard. Even when conscious that 
he feels an increased love to the drinking customs, 
still he generally supposes that he can at any time 
with ease retrace his steps. But his very backward- 
ness to come to a decision, proves that drink is gain- 
ing power over him, so that he ought to consider his 
danger. It would be madness to trifle in a boat on 
the river above the falls of Niagara, still going further 
and further down the stream, till caught in the cur- 
rent, so that deliverance by any human arm was im- 
possible. And if we presumptuously rush into danger 
of any kind, we have no reason to expect that God 
will interfere for our deliverance. And let the tem- 
perate drinker consider that multitudes have fallen 
victims to strong drink, and died drunkards; and 
many are following in the same course, not a few of 
whom there is reason to fear shall have the same end. 
Some young men think it manly to drink and get 
drunken; but there is no honour in the ways of sm: 
and those persons manifest that they are destitute of 
true wisdom. And it is lamentable to think that 
many of our population, both young and old, men 
and women, so degrade th^nselves by drink, as to 
place themselves below the level of brute animals. 

We cannot fully estimate the evils of the drinking 
customs. I shall only state a few outlines on the 
subject The quantity of grain annually destroyed is 
enormous. It would be sinful to lose that grain by 
casting it into the sea; but it were much better that 
the liquor manufactured from it were poured on the 
ground, than the use which is made of it It is truly 
appalling to think of the oaths, blasphemies, and 
quarrels, which in the course of a year will arise from 
its use ; besides the vast amount of ignorance, poverty, 
and degradation flowing from the same source. And 
it is the cause not only of incalculable misery in this 
world, but in many cases it leads to the everlasting 

I 
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ruin of the soul. A large number die drunkards 
every year. 

When the above truths (and much more that could 
be stated) are taken into consideration, there is a 
loud call for a united and mighty effort to drive this 
enemy from our land. The conduct of the East 
India Company, or of the British Government, in 
reference to the importation of opium into China, has 
been much and justly condemned. And upon the 
principle that we argue for the suppression of the 
traffic of opium into China, we would advocate the 
suppression of the sale of intoxicating drink amongst 
ourselves. 

Perhaps some may say, that to prohibit the sale 
of intoxicating drink would be an invasion of the 
rights of others. But it would not curtail the just 
right of any. Indeed, justice to the community 
demands prohibition. Many parents and others, 
when their children and other relations are out in an 
evening, are in great terror lest they should be enticed 
into some drinking den, and at length by such a 
course be finally ruined. Has any man a right thus 
to ensnare and destroy his fellow men? And is it 
not the duty of the Legislature to enact a law to pre- 
vent this evil? Poisons are only permitted to be 
sold under certain regulations, with a view to prevent 
their improper use; and so also intoxicating drink 
should not be permitted to be sold except under a 
similar law. Strong drink as a medicine is of great 
value; and when required for that purpose, total 
abstainers obtain the full benefit : for it generally has 
a more powerful and beneficial effect on such than 
on the moderate drinker, not to ^y anything of the 
drunkard. But while useful as a medicine, there is 
abundant testimony from eminent medical men, that 
for persons in health, even in its moderate use, it is 
not beneficial, but hurtful : and many total abstainers, 
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ftom their own experience, are fully conviaced of the 
correctness of the foregoing testimony. 

All governments are, or ought to be, "for the punish- 
ment of evil-doers, and for the praise of them that 
do well." And in connection with the subject under 
consideration, the question is, Are the sellers of in- 
toxicating drink evil-doers? That the traflSc has 
consequences of incalculable evil is a notorious fact, 
which none can deny. And some are guilty of giving 
drink to known drunkards, and in quantities I doubt 
not when they are conscious that thereby these per- 
sons shall become intoxicated. This is a transgression 
of the law of God, and also a crime against society : 
for they not only give drink till these persons are 
drunken ; but in that state send them adrift, to the 
danger of the drunkards themselves, who sometimes 
may fall, and not be able to rise ; and thus may be 
killed by the cold, or otherwise lose their lives. And 
in other cases they become as madmen, and endanger 
liie lives of those they meet Now, if persons in 
the circumstances I have described, lose their own 
lives, or take the lives of others, however guilty they 
are, (and they certainly are guilty) still he who gave 
the drink is responsible for the consequences, and 
ought to be punished. If the laws of our country 
do not meet such cases, there ought to be a law en- 
acted that will do so. 

But justice requires me to state, that all sellers of 
strong drink are not to be ranked with those described 
above. Some, I believe, would not put it into the 
hands of any, when convinced that by so doing they 
would become intoxicated. And while they sell drink, 
it is their desire and aim, as far as their influence ex^ 
tends, that it be used in moderation. But while I 
grant all this, still, with the history of the past before 
us, we cannot but know, that as long as the drinking 
customs continue, there is a moral certainty that 
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many will become victims; so therefore, those who 
seU it at all, are not blameless. 

The advantages of a prohibitory law are so ap- 
parent, that I cannot but think that it will ultimately 
be obtained. Not only are many total abstainers 
earnestly desirous for this law, but many who are at 
present temperate drinkers are in favour of it ; and I 
doubt not, that not a few drunkards would hail with 
joy such a measure. This is evident, because some 
of that class make an effort from time to time to get 
free from the bondage of strong drink, and who as 
often as they attempt doing so, give up the struggle 
and continue in their chains. Siu-ely it is of greati 
importance that the temptation to drink were taken 
out of their way. All, therefore, who will properly 
consider the advantages of this law to that class ; and 
the advantages, in many other respects, to the com- 
mimity, must feel intensely desirous that it be speedily 
enacted. It seems long, for such a law, to wait even 
a single year. Although from appearances there is 
no hope of that law for a considerable time, still, the 
ultimate result I think. may be considered certain. 
And as paving the way to such a desirable end, let 
me urge upon my reader to act upon the principle of 
total abstinence ; and to do all in his power to dis- 
courage the drinking customs of our coimtry. , 

Section X. — ^The Unconverted of the Young, 
Middle aged, and the Old. 

The gospel is unchangeable in its nature, and has 
the same bearing on sinners of every description, 
whether old or young, whether greater or lesser sin- 
ners; ajjd during the whole of their probationary 
course, God in his word never ceaseth to call upon 
them to turn and live. But while these things are 
so, sinners themselves undergo changes; and the 
longer that they continue rejecting the gospel, the 
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greater is the danger that they shall continue to do 
fio to the end, and perish. There is no standing still. 
A sinner continuing unconverted goes. on from bad to 
worse; so that although salvation is as freely and 
fully proclaimed to the old sinner as to the young, 
still tibere is much less hope that the former will come 
to decision than the latter. I shall now more par- 
ticularly address 

First, The Young. Sometimes this class almost 
persuade themselves, that being young is a sufficient 
reason for living carelessly. But an earthly parent 
would not excuse the disobedience of his child, be- 
cause he was young; neither will God excuse the sin- 
ful conduct of such. He thus addresseth them in his 
vrord, "Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth.'' So that at the very commencement of 
moral agency, which is likely at a very early period, 
they ought to remember God, that is to think of him, 
so as to give him the heart. And doing so implies 
that at the same time they trust in Christ as the way 
to the Father. (John xiv. 6.) 

The highest end of rational and immortal beings 
is to glorify God ; and their own happiness is insepar- 
ably connected with doing so. The yoimg, in their 
madness, sometimes think they are happy, even while 
living without God, and without hope in the world ; 
but such are strangers to that which constitutes true 
happiness. And I urge upon you, not only because 
it is your duty, but also because your own highest 
interests are concerned, to give yourself to the Saviour. 
And if you follow Christ, instead of being a curse to 
the community, as many of the young are, by their 
carelessness and wicked example, you maybe a bless- 
ing, by leading others to Christ. And consider fur- 
ther, that if you delay, death may come speedily and 
unexpectedly; and dying in your sins, even while 
young, you must perish for ever. God in his pro- 
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ridence calls out of this world at all ages; and doubtlesar 
one reason for this arrangement is, that all may be 
induced to live in a state of readiness for that solemn 
event This is evidently one of the' great lessons 
which Christ teacheth us to draw from the parable of 
the ten virgins. That parable may be considered to* 
refer to the coming of Christ to judge the world, or 
which in eflfect is the same, to each of us individually^ 
when he eomes by a dispensation of his providence^ 
and calls us away by death. The warning, or the 
improvement we should make of the parable, is ex- 
pressed in the following words, "WaJtch therefore; 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of man cometh," Matt. xxv. 13. 

Secondly, The middle-aged. It is matter for la- 
mentation that you have passed the season of youth 
without becoming religious ; but as recalling the past 
is impossible^ your only wise course now is to delay 
no longer. There is less probability now than in the- 
earlier period of your life that you shall ever be con- 
verted. And all these considerations should stir you 
up to earnestness, to press through every opposition, 
and enter the kingdom. Conversion is an absolute 
necessity: you must be converted or perish. And 
although difB(3ulties are now greater, further delay 
would increase them still more. And in a matter 
of such transcendent importance, the greater the 
difficulties, so much the more should you be in earnest 
, to overcome them. And the obstacles in the way 
are not so formidable, after all, as you are apt to 
suppose. As God by the gospel still puts salvation 
within your reach, you can be saved. It is your own 
fault if you come short. The gospel "is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that' believeth.''' 
Delay not. Bear in mind there is no safe resting 
place short of closing with Christ. 

Thirdly,, I now address the Old. You have arrived 
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at the last stage of your existence on the earth. It 
may be that you have often thought of salvation, and 
flattered yourself, that if spared to old age, that pre- 
vious to that period you would be converted But 
you are not And it may be that you still flatter 
yourself that you will be a Christian before you die. 
But when, notwithstanding your resolutions in the 
past, you have still delayed, there is great danger that 
you will put off the matter from time to time, till you 
land in that place where no gospel is preached ; and 
where despair, without one ray of hope, for ever 
reigns. The most of sinners intend, and hope to re- 
pent, but never do so. Indeed, Satan is willing that 
you should intend to repent to-morrow, if you continue 
in his service to-day. By this false hope, the hope of 
future repentance, vast numbers go on smoothly in 
the way leading to hell, till at length sinking into the 
pit of woe, never ending despair lays hold of them. 

It is matter for deep regret that you have gone on 
in sin, even to old age; and it maybe that you are so 
hardened in your evil courses, as to feel indifferent 
concerning salvation, preferring to goon in the down- 
ward way, shutting your eyes to the consequences, 
and not desiring to be aroused to a sense of your 
danger, and be induced to flee from the wrath to 
come. If such be the case of my reader, I fear that 
it will be of little avaU to reason with you. Still let 
me entreat you to consider solemnly where this in* 
difference, continued in, shall land you. But perhaps 
you axe indifferent and reckless concerning the future, 
from the thought that salvation is now beyond your 
reach. But why come to such a dark conclusion? 
Are jon really and earnestly derirous to obtain salva^ 
tion? Then you ought not to doubt that the door <rf 
mercy is still open: and you oug^t to conclude that 
the reason why you are spared to old age, is expressed 
in the following text of scriptore, ''The Lord is not 
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slack conceming his promise^ as some men count 
slackness; but is long-suffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance/' 2 Peter iii. 9. 

It must be granted, that being old, the difficulties of 
conversion are greatly increased ; but in speaking of 
difficulties, 1 refer to the sinner, not to God : for with 
God no work is difficult And although conversion is 
a change of mind and conduct, in man who is con- 
stituted a moral agent; still, in harmony with the free 
agency of man, the Spirit of God doubtless can en- 
lighten the darkest mind, and so powerfully influence 
by truth, as that the most stubborn will may be 
subdued. The Saviour saith, "with God all things 
are possible," Matt xix. 23-26. But while this is the 
case, yet God regulates the exercise of his power by 
infinite wisdom: and it seems that such an exercise 
of his power, as would infallibly secure the salvation 
of all men, would be inconsistent with man's pro- 
bationary state. 

It cannot be doubted that God could have so up- 
held our first parents in the garden of Eden, that 
their fall would have been impossible. But it is plain 
that in such a case there could have been no trial of 
obedience ; and God so constituted and upheld them, 
that while they had sufficient strength to have stood, 
yet to fall was possible. And God hath placed man 
under the gospel in a state of probation, in regard to 
recovery from the ruins of the fall He sets before 
him life and death, the blessing and the curse. And 
while salvation is of God, and every saved sinner has 
reason to say with the Apostle, "By the grace of God 
I am what I am ;" in perfect harmony with this tnith 
I also add, that man is responsible for the state of his 
heart; that God by the gospel puts salvation within 
his reach, but that to reject it and perish is possible. 

But if I may further attempt to explain this high 
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and difficult subject — and indeed, in so far as the 
scriptures throw light upon it, our duty is to study it. 
And I here venture to say, that I apprehend that God, 
in viewing mankind as communities and individuals, 
he deals with them in reference to their salvation 
according to certain principles; and these principles, 
or that plan, includes the means he useth for their 
salvation, and the degree of his forbearance or long- 
suffering towards them. And when God has done all 
for sinners, to* the utmost extent of, that plan ; and 
when they notwithstanding remain unconverted, they 
must perish : for in this case it is not fit nor proper 
that God should do more for them. And what is not 
fit nor proper to be done, we may in truth say He 
cannot do. And in this s^se the following words 
are used, "What could have been ddne more to my 
vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I 
looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it 
forth wild grapes?" Isa. v. 4. But while God's 
long-suffering hath limits, and sinners may become 
hardened in their sins, such considerations should 
induce them to press into the kingdom while oppor- 
tunity lasts. None anxious to obtain salvation need 
fear that it is too late. 

But further, I observe, that while God's plan in- 
cludes all the means and influences which he puts 
forth for the salvation of sinners, still, we are not to 
imderstand that his dealings with every individual are 
exactly alike. Indeed, both scripture and observation 
lead to the conclusiou, that in His dealings with them 
there is great diversity in various respects. Some are 
cut off in their sins, even when young; others he 
spares to old age. Some he visits with dispensations 
of his providence, far more impressive than those with 
which he visits others. Some he strives with by his 
Spirit in greater degree than with others; and in 
some cases he even goes out of his usual way in the 
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means he takes to awaken certain sinners, and by the 
more than usual influence which he causes the truth 
to exert upon them, so that with great power they are 
led captives to Christ. When I say captives, I mean 
willing captives: for all that are led to Jesus, will- 
ingly devote themselves to his service; and they 
esteem his service, as indeed it is, the only true liberty. 
And in such cases, when God in a wonderful manner 
displays the sovereignty and riches of his grace, in 
saving persons, who according to human estimation 
were the most unlikely ever to be converted, he often 
makes such persons eminently instrumental in the 
conversion of others. But in whatever degree God 
magnifies the sovereignty and riches of his grace, in 
the salvation of certain sinners, still all this is in 
perfect harmony with his bringing a full and free 
salvation by the gospel, nigh for the acceptance of alL 
And T further add, that although we are not capable 
of understanding the subject under discussion in all 
its bearings, yet it may be sufl&ciently understood for 
all practical purposes. 

In conclusion I observe, in harmony with the above 
statements, that the conversion of an old sinner is 
more hopeless, and it is more difficult for him to come 
to decision, than it is for the young; and let such, and 
other considerations, lead the young to speedy deci- 
sion. The leading cause of the increased difficulties 
of the old, is the strength of the habit of procrastina- 
tion, and other evil habits. By long indulgence these 
habits have acquired a strength almost impossible to 
overcome. But is my old unconverted reader to give 
way to despair? I say. No. The greater the diffi- 
culties, so much the more should you be in earnest to 
overcome them. Suppose a . mighty rock had fallen 
upon you, but that it had been so impeded in its fall, 
by coming in contact with another rock, that you were 
not crushed by it, and that there is a little opening, 
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which imparts a degree of hope that deliverance is 
possible; with what agonizing earnestness would you 
strive to press through? Be thus in earnest, in a 
dependence on the help of God, to enter the strait 
gate ; and if fully in earnest, do not fear falling short. 
But if you yet plead delay, as too many old uncon- 
verted sinners do, I greatly fear that you shall perish 
in your sins. Be not so foolish and mad as thus to 
lose your soul. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

CONCLUDING ADDBESS. 

So greatly did wickedness prevail in the days of 
Noah, that the Lord commanded him to build an ark, 
by which he and those with him in the ark were 
saved; but all besides were destroyed by the flood. 
From that event, to the commencement of the gospel 
dispensation, although there were seasons of revival, 
when the numbers of believers increased, travellers 
on the narrow way were generally very few. During 
the days of the apostles, and for some time after, re- 
ligion greatly advanced. Afterwg,rds it greatly 
declined, and continued so, although not always in the 
same degree, for more than a thousand years. About 
three himdred years ago it considerably revived, and 
from that period to the present time, there have been 
various seasons of revival; and very lately it has 
greatly advanced in some places, and is still progress- 
ing. But while this is the case, still the number of 
real Christians on the earth are very few, compared 
with the opposite class. 

Let us suppose that there is visible to the eye of 
sense, as indeed there is to the eye of faith, the wide 
gate and broad way, leading to destruction ; and the 
strait gate and narrow way, leading to life; and that 
at the end of the former, we see travellers ever and 
anon falling into the bottomless pit; and that we see 
the gates of the heavenly city, and those going therein 
who have entered the straight gate and finished their 
course on the narrow way. It is highly interesting to 



follow such in our thoughts whom we personally 
knew on earth, and who are now before the throne. 
And on the other hand, it is deeply affecting to 
consider those whom we have seen on the earth, but 
who are now in perdition. Many have relations or 
acquaintances in a foreign land. If we learn the 
nature of the country, and the circumstances in which 
they are placed, and are about to visit them, we form 
an opinion of the intercourse we expect to have with 
them. But we cannot visit those departed this life ; 
and regarding those in the pit of woe, we could not 
desire to do so, even were it possible. We can, how- 
ever, think of them; and in some degree contrast 
their pursuits and experiences when on earth, with 
their condition now that they are in perdition. Such 
a contrast is set before our minds by Christ, concern- 
ing the rich man, who while on the earth was clothed 
in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every 
day; but in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in tor- 
ments. (Luke xvi. 19-26.) 

But liie number of believers shall not always be 
few. The time is coming when religion shall univer- 
sally prevail. (Psa ii. 8, xxii 27; Isa. ii. 2-5, xi. 9, 
xlix. 6; Hab. ii. 14.) There are symptoms even at 
the present time of the dawn of such a period. 
Indeed, I know not if appearances have been so 
encouraging since the world began. This consideration 
ought not, however, to slacken, but stimulate believers 
to labour with encreased earnestness, in a dependence 
on God, to hasten so desirable an end But although 
we may be on the eve of great spiritual prosperity, it 
is not yet attained. Indeed, even in our own highly 
favoured country, a vast majority are on the way 
leading to destruction. 

Some seem to hope that many who live in the ways 
of sin during health, shall obtain salvation on a dying 
bed; but it is absurd to hope without evidences. And 
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consider how such, generally die. We ought never to 
speak hopefully of any who have died, unless previous 
to death they expressed the hope of heaven, and 
unless we have reason to believe that their hope 
rested on the true foundation. "The wicked" saith 
the scriptures, "is driven away in his wickedness; but 
the righteous hath hope in his death.'' But while we 
have reason to believe that for the most part sinners 
die as they live, still there are exceptions. The thief 
on the cross is a scriptural example of a sinner saved 
at the eleventh hour; but let not this encourage any 
to delay. Bear in mind what I said above, namely, 
that we have reason to believe that for the most part 
sinners die as they live. Still, while a sinner is in 
life, and will hearken to instruction, it is the duty of 
Christians to visit him, and labour to lead him to the 
Saviour. From the preceding statements we cannot 
but fear that a large majority of the population are 
sinking into perdition as fast as the wheels of time 
can carry them. 

Further, I refer to those drowned by the flood. 
Christ by his Spirit, and the instrumentality of Noah, 
preached to those sinners while the ark was a prepar- 
ing ; but they persisted in their rebellion, and at length 
were destroyed. As the flood came gradually, per- 
haps some lived days after its conmiencement 
Whether any obtained salvation then we cannot tell ; 
but if any such were saved, these were the exceptions; 
the rule was that those cut off by the flood perished 
in their sins; so that in the days of the apostles, these 
sinners were disembodied spirits in the prison of helL 
1 Peter iii. 18-20. But further, the Saviour saith, 
"Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which 'go in thereat: because strait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth \mto 
life, and few there be that find it" Matt vii 13, 14. 
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I here observe, that while these words apply to the 
time when spoken, and are also applicable to the 
history of man previous to that period and since, up 
to the present time; still the case shall be otherwise 
in that period yet to come, when religion will uni- 
versally prevail. And it is evident, from the above 
words, that not only do the many walk in the broad 
way, leading to destruction, but that they persevere 
therein to the end, and so perish; because i£ the many 
reversed their course at any period, by entering the 
strait gate they would be saved. We are therefore 
warranted to infer, from the above text, that generally 
— I allow there are exceptions — ^but generally those 
who live in sin, die as they have lived. This con- 
sideration imparts a most impressive lesson to pro- 
crastinating sinners. Those careless in health, are 
often careless or hardened on the near approach of 
death. But while for these and other reasons we are 
taught the great danger of delay ; stUl let not a sinner, 
even on his dying bed, despair, if he be fully in earnest, 
he may yet obtain salvation on gospel terms. 

The perditioa of one soul is a calamity greater 
than we can comprehend. It is appalling to think 
that in past ages a large majority have walked the 
downward way, and are now in perdition ; and if con- 
versions are not more numerous, while the present 
generation is upon the earth, than in the past, a large 
majority of the present population are as sure of being 
lost, as those who are already in the bottomless pit 
O sinner, take warning, you can yet be saved; but 
those in hell cannot There is no gospel preached 
there. As to such, every avenue to hope is shut, and 
shall be shut for ever. But notwithstanding the 
appalling result to which we have arrived, from the 
above premises, as to the number of the finally lost; 
still this does not prove what shall be the rdative 
piToportion of the number of the saved and Ube lost at 
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the oonsummation of all things. Indeed, there is 
reason to think, that at length the number of the 
former shall far exceed that of tl^e latter. 

In support of these remarks observe the following 
considerations, First, that in the preceding reasoning 
on this subject, and in the passages of the scriptures 
to which I have referred, no mention is made of 
infants; and if we grant that all dying in infancy go 
to heaven, this will be a vast accession to the number 
of the saved. (See on this point p. 1, 2.) Again, 
the earth is capable, under proper cultivation, of sup- 
porting a vast number more of inhabitants than are 
upon it at present. I believe I might say more than 
ten times the present number. And if such a popu- 
lation were upon the earth during all, or the greater 
part of that period called the millennium, in this case 
there would be a rapid accession to the number of the 
«aved; so that I think we are warranted to come to 
the conclusion, that however great may be the number 
of the lost, these shall be greatly exceeded by that 
great multitude which no man can number, who 
shall stand before the throne, having washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
(Rev. viL 9-14.) 

My reader may be poor, or he may be tich ; he may 
be ignorant, or he may be learned ; he may be un- 
known beyond his own immediate neighbourhood, or 
he may occupy a high position in society. But 
although some of these distinctions are greatly valued 
in this world, and give to their possessors great power 
for good or for evil, still all these distinctions sink 
into absolute insignificance on a dying bed. 

I have previously addressed various classes of the 
unconverted. I shall here very briefly refer to the 
learned or literary class. Every kind of sin has its 
own peculiar danger, whereby it fascinates and holds 
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its victims in chaiii& And pride of learning, and 
self-conceit, are probably amongst the most dangerous 
of its forms. Some literary men feel great contempt 
for the gospel; but when they do, it is because 
notwithstanding all their learning, they are in reality 
blind: for the gospel hath indeed a glory which 
throws all other learning in the shade. Varied and 
extensive learning is of value, when kept in its pro- 
per place, yet those who make such pursuits the main 
object of their existence, and seek after nothing higher, 
are in reality solemn triflers, grasping a shadow and 
neglecting the substance. 

It is truly pitiable to contemplate men of active 
minds, and the possessors of much knowledge, when 
at the same time they content themselves without the 
gospel, and consequently live without God and with- 
out hope in the world. It may be profitable to en- 
deavour to trace the cause of this folly and wicked- 
ness. And while I here refer particularly to literary 
men, who despise and reject the gospel, still the fol- 
lowing remarks will equally apply to certain other 
classes. And I at once assert, that the main reason 
for such indiflference is an aversion to the humbling 
doctrines of the gospel Those persons have not only 
an aversion to the gospel but also to heaven. A sin- 
ner indeed, under the influence of false hope, and 
erroneous views of heaven, may suppose that he loves 
it. But none understand the nature of heavenly 
happiness, and love it, except those who delight in 
communion with God upon the earth. But those to 
whom I have been referring dread heaven ; and if at 
any time they desire it, they do so only because they 
consider it more tolerable than helL Hence suppose 
that they do not deny the future in words, yet 
they live as if there were no hereafter, and concentrate 
their afiections upon the eartL But this aversion to 
heaven arises from the disease of the souL BelieveiB 
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faave even in this world foretastes of its joys, and 
delight in the thoughts of it; but the actual possession 
shall greatly transcend our highest present concep- 
tions. Indeed) I think I am warranted to say, that 
God could not devise more exalted and soul satisfying 
happiness than that which he is preparing for believers 
in heaven ; and while on their very entrance on that 
state there is fulness of joy, this is consistent wil^ 
growing capacity and increased enjoyment The soul 
ot man, from the very constitution of its nature, could 
not remain stationary. And one reason why in 
heaven there is a continuation of fulness of joy, is 
that there shall be growing attainments. 

But what is meant when it is said that the doctrines 
of the gospel are of an humbling nature? 

This signifies that salvation by the gospel is per- 
fectly gratuitous. This is, however, no just^ cause for 
aversion, but arises from the nature of the relation 
that exists betwixt God and his creatures. Even the 
angels in heaven, who never sinned, cannot merit 
blessings, and owe their happiness to the bounty of 
God. And man, as truly as the angels, is not only 
destitute of merit, but being a sinner, deserves punish- 
tnent, and can have no ground for obtaining blessings, 
except the covenant mercv of God. There is, however, 
no degradation in dependence on God, and being a 
debtor to his grace. Aversion to salvation by grace 
arises from pride, which would aspire to independenca 
But independence or self sufficiency is not the 
attribute of any creature, it is the prerogative of God 
only. 

There is much responsibility connected with read- 
ing a religious treatise. It can never leave any 
as it Imds him. So that if the reader be not 
benefited, he is rendered worsa Not only are there 
here many scripture quotations, but also reference to 
ttLftny seriptme texts, where for the sake of brevity 
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the words are not quoted. And there are also various 
subjects of the highest importance brought before the 
reader, in the language of the writer ; and with what- 
ever mixture of imperfection this may be done, still 
the writer believes that the great leading truths which 
are argued, and urged upon the understanding and 
heart of the reader, are supported by the word of 
God, which is the only authoritative and infallible 
standard of religious truth. And let me exhort the 
unconverted in reading and studying this treatise, 
that he do so in connection with the scripturea 
You should frequently look for those verses here 
quoted or referred to, and read them in the scriptures, 
along with other verses connected with them. And 
if you thus search after truth, so that whilst studying 
this treatise you study also the scriptures; and if you 
do all this with an earnest desire to be saved, at the 
same time depending on the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, you are near the kingdom. But do not delay 
speedy decision. It is no benefit to be near the 
kingdom and not enter. Indeed, it is peculiarly 
dreaidfuLto be on the very point of decision and turn 
back to perdition. But if you now become a Christian, 
it will be your concern to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

Time is short Great changes take place by death 
every year. Many generations have been on the earth 
since the world began, and have passed into the future 
state. And very soon shall the present generation 
also pass out of time into eternity. When men are 
absorbed with the things of time, eagerly pursuing 
shadows and neglecting the one thing needful, they are 
fools in the judgment of God, of angels, and of every 
Christian man on earth. And not only are the saved 
in heaven, and the condemned in hell of the same 
judgment, but even the very devils know that those 
men are fool& Indeed, they more emphatically 
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deserve the name of madmen than the lunatic in his 
cell But many are slow to learn this truth. And 
many never do learn it till they are in the pit of woe, 
where no gospel is preached, and where escape from 
that horrible prison is impossible. 

As a parting counsel, I beseech my unconverted 
reader to consider his ways, and while mercy is yet 
attainable, to close with Christ Granting that you 
have read this treatise from the beginning to the end, 
what is your decision in view of its truths? While 
unspeakably momentous motives are now before your 
mind, perhaps what you at present decide shall be the 
very turning point in your everlasting destiny. If now 
you enter the strait gate it is well ; but if you still 
determine to walk the bioad way, leading to destruc- 
tion, are you certain that you shall afterwards reverse 
that decision? The Spirit of God, by the truth strives 
with you; and God, who is everywhere present, has 
his eye upon you, and waits for your decision. O 
sinner, it will be fearful to go to perdition, notwith- 
standing all the means God is using for your salvation I 
But if you now come to Christ, you shall obtain 
great present blessings ; and every believer shall enjoy 
in the future state blessings of more value than any 
finite mind can estimata 
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Many do not understand how the agency of the Spirit in 
conversion, and the agency or duty of the sinner harmonizes. 
The following illustration and remarks will, I hope, throw 
some light upon the subject. 

Suppose there were a large rock, which it was impossible 
for you to move, and that a man with a lever lifted it up to 
a certain extent, and that the rock was now in such a 
position that you could and did turn it over. In doing so. 
you could not boast that it was done in your own strength. 
Still the man with the lever did not do all; but he put it 
in a position which enabled you to turn it over. And to 
compare the truth by which the Holy Spirit teacheth, to 
the lever, still the Holy Spirit does not, and in the nature 
of things cannot do all. He cannot do that which it is 
the duty of the sinner to do. But the Spirit aims by truth, 
that is, by motives, to induce or incline sinners to repent 
and believe the gospel. He puts them in such a position 
that to do so is attainable; and to remain unbelieving and 
impenitent utterly inexcusable. 

Again, as a further explanation and illustration of this 
subject, I refer to the advancement of a believer in the ways 
of holiness. I apprehend that the first movements of the 
mind of a sinner, when by faith he is united to Christ, and 
submits to God; and the future exercises of his mind, 
whereby he advances in faith and holiness, are of a similar 
nature. So that the consideration of the latter subject may 
in some degree help us to understand the former. The 
Apostle, addressing believers saith, "Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling: for it is God which work- 
eth in you, both to will and to do of his good pleasure.*' 
Phil. ii. 12, 13. It is not meant that they were to work 
out their justification: none can do that. It is only by 
faith in Christ that a sinner can be justified. And those 
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to whom tbe Apostle wrote were believers, and therefore 
already justified; and justification does not admit of degrees, 
for it is perfected at once. But the meaning is, that they 
were to work out their sanctification, in other words, 
they were to advance in the ways of holiness. And that 
they might be encouraged to prosecute their arduous con- 
flict with their spiritual enemies with the hopa of success, 
he reminds them that God was with them. And when he 
saith, " It is God which worketh in yon, both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure," the meaning is not that God 
wills and acts in the room of the believer, for such an 
interpretation would be absurd ; but the meaning is, that 
God by the truth, that is, by motives, leads or induces him 
to choose and do those things which are pleasing and 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. And when a 
believer continues to bold fast his faith in Jesus, at the same 
time continuing to renounce all which stands in competition 
with the will of God, and thus prosecutes his heavenward 
journey; his doing so is neither more nor less than a con- 
tinuance of that faith and submission which at the first he 
exercised, and by doing of which he was at the first united 
to Christ, and so became a true Christian, 

B. 

A full and free salvation, brought nigh by the gospel for 
the acceptance of all, is so plainly taught in the scriptures, 
that if any texts seem to teach differently, this ought not to 
overthrow the conviction of what I have here stated, when 
properly drawn from the tenor and general teaching of the 
word of God. True, indeed, that one text if correctly 
interpreted has the same weight as a thousand; for the 
scriptures being a revelation from God are infallible. Still 
as the translation into the English language is the work of 
man, hence an error less or more, or a different shade of 
meaning put upon a text by various writers is possible. 
But while this is the case, we have reason for the fnllest 
confidence that our translation brings faithfully before our 
minds every truth essential to salvation. And although it 
is granted that there are shades of difference in the transla- 
tion or interpretation of certain texts, still the scriptures are 
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80 folly stadied by so many learned men, that nothing of 
any real practical importance can fail of being cleared up.. 
The foregoing statements are made as introductory to a 
criticism by two writers on the following text, ''As many 
as were ordained to eternal life believed." Acts xiii. 48. 

I give the statements of these writers in a condensed 
form, not stating all that either advance, and not con- 
fining myself strictly to their language, but retaining the 
sense. In examining the original word in various parts 
of the scriptures, these writers come to the conclusion that 
the word rendered ordained in the above text, means 
disposed; not that their having been disposed or inclined to 
lay hold of eternal life originated in their own minds, but 
that they were disposed or induced by God to do so; and 
observe further, that the text does not refer to fore* 
ordination or an eternal decree, but to their having been 
disposed at that present time thus to act. One of these 
writers, however, adds in substance, ''that as these persons 
were induced by the Spirit of God to embrace eternal life, 
that this implies election; that there being thus led must 
have been according to a plan in the mind of God, a plan 
unchangeable as God is unchangeable.*' 

I here observe, first, that some anxious enquirers after 
salvation are distressed with fear that they are not elected, 
this arises from mistaken views of the subject. To elect, 
is to choose or approve, and it is only in connection with 
Christ, that God chooses or approves a sinner. All who 
are unconverted are "children of wrath," because they are 
sinners under the curse of the law. But God having sent 
his Son into the world to be the Saviour of sinners, and 
Christ having died for them, God has manifested his 
approval of the finished work of Christ in raising him from 
the dead, and having accepted Christ as the substitute or 
surety of sinners, so therefore, he justifieth, chooseth or 
approveth every one who believes in Jesus. 

Secondly, As God seeth the end from the beginning, 
he must necessarily act upon a plan. And as he is un- 
changeable in his being and perfections, so also, in his 
purposes. But what are his purposes or the nature of that 
dispepsatiipn na^er which God hath placed sinners by the 
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gospel? I reply that tbey are in a state of probation or 
trial. Under the means which God useth, some believe the 
gospel and are saved, others do not and perish. And as 
past, present, and future is, and has been, always present 
to God, he jnstifieth, chooseth or approveth the former, and 
rejecteth the latter, in the perfect view of all the circum- 
stances of each individual. I have previously proven that 
no decree stands in the way of the salvation of any. And 
indeed, as God by the gospel brings nigh a free salvation 
for the acceptance of all, it is evident that his purposes 
must be in harmony with this truth. For one truth is 
necessarily consistent with every other truth. Let not 
therefore, any of my readers doubt the willingness of God 
to save him. Be not faithless, but believe the gospel and 
live. God delighteth not in the destruction of him that 
dieth, but rather that he would turn from his evil ways and 
live. Deut. v. 29, xxx. 19; Isa. xlv. 22; Ezek. xxxiii. 11; 
1 Tim. ii. 1—4; 2 Pet. iii. 9. 

Immediately after the fall, a Saviour was revealed; this 
is recorded with great brevity. Gen. iii. 15. Still there is 
reason to conclude that the intimation had reference to the 
race, for all without limitation. Again, we leaip, that 
John seeing Jesus, saith, "Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world I " John i. 29. The term 
here used, and in other texts to which I have referred 
in other parts of this treatise, teach that the atonement of 
Christ hath reference to all men. This does not mean that 
all shall consequently be saved, but the obedience unto the 
death of Christ, lays a foundation for the salvation of 
sinners, so that God consistently with the claims of his law 
and government, can, and does bring nigh by the gospel, a 
free salvation for the acceptance of all. But only those 
who believe obtairt the benefit. John iii. 16, 36. 

And further, in support of the argument that there is no 
reason with God why all from the beginning and onward 
have not been saved, I refer to the case of Cain. From 
what is said of him in the Old and New Testaments, we 
have reason to conclude that he died in his sins. But this 
ireful result was not of God, but from Cain's own conduct. 
Hat the Lord was not willing that he should have perished 
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is evident, because He reasoned with him, saying, ''Why 
art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? if 
thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?'' &c. Gen. iy. 
6, 7. That is if he had believed in the Saviour who was 
promised, and who did come in the fulness of time, on the 
ground of what the Saviour was to accomplish in due time, 
Cain would have been pardoned and accepted. But 
instead of believing, he wickedly rejected the counsel of God 
against himself. Again, in the days of Noah, wickedness 
80 prevailed upon the earth, that God determined to destroy 
all by the waters of a flood except Noah and his family. 
But even then, he did not at once cut them off in their 
sins, but by the instrumentality of Noah, by the striving 
of his Spirit, and by giving them space to repent, he aimed 
to save them. But they repented not and perished in their 
gins. (Gen. vi. 3; 1 Peter iii. 18-20; 2 Peter ii. 5.) 
Again, the Lord Jesus Christ beheld the city of Jerusalem, 
and wept over it; the reason why he was so deeply 
affected arose from that people rejecting his counsel against 
themselves, and on account of the destruction which con- 
sequently awaited them. (Luke xiii. 34; xix. 41-44.) 

If any person addressed us in terms similar to what 
God addresses sinners in the scriptures, all would at once 
conclude that that fellow creature had our welfare at heart. 
And there is no meaning in many parts of the scriptures 
but on the interpretation that God hath thoughts of mercy 
toward sinnei*s, and that he is concerned that they would 
hearken and comply with the instructions of his word. Still 
many sinners do not understand the language God addresseth 
them in its plain and obvious sense. They evidently con- 
clude that he doth not mean what he saith. This is the 
great sin of unbelief. One leading cause of this sin seems 
to be the thought in the minds of many, that if God were in 
earnest to save them, that be would powerfully overcome 
all opposition in their hearts, so that at once they would be 
led to repent and believe. They seem to expect that God 
would save them by mere power, without having regard to 
their nature as moral agents. These persons, therefore, 
evidently do not know or consider that while the Holy 
Spirit so strives with sinners, as to put salvation within 
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their reacb, still in the very natare of things, compliance 
with the truth is the sinner's act. My unconvet'ted reader, 
if you perish, it is not because Christ did not die for you, 
nor that Ood is unwilling to receive you into his favour, nor 
that the Holy Spirit does not strive with you for your 
salvation, but that you wickedly reject the gospel. 

Perhaps some reader would here ask that if a person 
oommitted blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, for which 
diere is no forgiveness, how could it be said that there is a 
firee salvation for all? 

The nature of that sin I previously attempted to describe, 
and need not repeat the explanation. ^ nd I only here briefly 
reply, that this sin could not be committed without a con- 
siderable knowledge of the gospel, and therefore, if any 
were guilty of it, a full and free salvation had previously 
been brought nigh for bis acceptance. And this proves that 
he as well as others wera amongst the all for whom Christ 
died, but he put salvation from him. 

If any despairing sinner read the above, I anxiously 
desire that he also read the answer to Question 8, in this 
treatise. And I wish also, that he were to read an account 
of a woman mentioned in Dr. Spencer's *' Pastoral Sketches," 
who was eighteen years in a state of despair, and who was 
80 fixed in that opinion, that she was extremely reluctant to 
converse upon the subject, thinking it would do no good. 
But after several interviews with Dr. Spencar, she was 
convinced that she had been under a delusion, and she 
afterwards obtained the peace of the gospel. 

C. 

Entering the strait gate, as I previously explained, is con- 
version, or the commencement of true religion. And the 
same change is designated the being *'born again." The 
necessity of this change in order to enter heaven teaches 
most impressively the natural depravity of the heart. 

Infants are not moral agents, consequently are incapable 
of doing good or evil, and, therefore, in a sense, they may 
be termed 'innocents." Still, as connected with Adam, 
they are born under the curse. (Rom. v. 12.) Were this 
not the case, an infant dying and entering heaven would do 
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BO apart from Christ, and could not join in the song of the 
redeemed. (Rev. i. 5.) And infants are not only born under 
the curse, but also in a state of depravity, Gen. v. 3; Ps, 
li. 5; and all, whether infants or others, who enter heaven, 
must do so through Christ. 

It has been argued that the soul of man must be 
originally holy, because God created it. God is indeed the 
former of our bodies and the Father of our spirits; and it 
is a most certain truth that nothing corrupt can proceed 
from Him. But if any from the above premises deny the 
natural depravity of the heart, they overlook the consti- 
tution or circumstances under which man is born into the 
world. Although God is our maker, yet consistently with 
this truth, as we are the descendents of Adam, who was our 
representative in the first covenant, and who fell from his 
original state, we inherit natural depravity. And here I 
observe, that it is very objectionable on this subject to 
argue concerning the soul in distinction from the body. 
True, indeed, the soul is distinct from the body, and can 
exist without it, as it shall do from the day of death till 
the resurrection. And the body is only a tabernacle 
for the souT, the soul is the living being. Still human 
nature consists not merely of a soul, but a soul and body 
united. Some indeed, on the subject under consideration, 
have wandered into the field of vain speculation, but 
without subjecting myself to such a charge, I may say, that 
while Gkxi at first endows the soul of man with all those 
&culties which are essential to its nature as a rational and 
immortal mind, and while everything proceeding from God 
must be pure, as God is pure, the question here is, not what 
is the soul alone, or the bbdy alone, but what is human 
nature? And any person who takes the plain teaching of 
the scriptures for his guide, must come \o the conclusion 
that man is born into the world in a state of depravity; 
and this depravity flows to us from our connection with 
Adam. Scripture teaching ought to satisfy us, even although 
it may be impossible to clear up every difficulty. But what- 
ever difficulty is connected with this subject in some of its 
aspects, still there is no uncertainty as to the truth of our 
depravity, nor the way of recovery by the gospel. Some 
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o&er points connected with this subject, are stated in page 
1 — 3 of this treatise. 

Whilst the new heart, or conyersion, is effected by the 
agency of the Holy Spirit, and the instrumentality of the 
truth, (John iii. 5; 1 Pet. i. 23); it is equally true that a 
sinner is an active agent in becoming a~ new creature in 
Christ. Exek. xviii. 31; Gal. iii. 26. As the first act of 
rebellion, by believing and acting upon a falsehood, con- 
stituted our first parents sinners, so on the other hand, the 
first act of genuine submission whereby a sinner chooses 
God as his ruler, in connection with the reception of the 
gospel, constitutes him a new creature in Christ. 

It is of importance to consider the boundary or line where 
the agency of the Holy Spirit ends, and where the agency 
or duty of the sinner begins, in regard both to conversion 
and to subsequent advances in the ways of holiness. As 
the Holy Spirit begins and carries on the work by the 
instrumentality of truth-, enlightening the understanding, 
and through the understanding enkindling the aflections 
and influencing the will, so therefore, the agency and duty 
of tbe sinner plainly consists in searching after the truth, 
studying it till it be perceived in its suitableness, importance, 
and glory, and in complying with its dictates. And the 
truth understood, received, and retained in the understanding 
and heart, by faith and love, become principles of spiritual 
life in the soul. "Being bom again," saith the Apostle, 
*'not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." And thus 
saith the Psalmist, "The entrance of thy words giveth 
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple." 

D 

Some have thought from Heb. ii. 14, 15, that the Apostle 
teaches that a believer may be in doubts and fears all his 
life in this world. But the meaning of the passage is, that 
Christ died to deliver those who believed in him from that 
bondage, from the fear of death under which they lay all 
their life time, previous to believing. This interpretation 
is confirmed by the words of the Apostle in Rom. viii. 15. 

A testimony even of a worldly kind, which we counted 
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good news, would to a certain extent impart joy. And Ml 
file gospel is good news of the highoKt ordor, It mmi \\\ th« 
very nature of things when believed, inHpim with joy ntul 
hope. Besides, the gospel believed, pro(hlci«H otluM* t^ttwiM 
on the views, feelings and conduct. If a poor piM'Non lm« 
came heir to a large earthly inheritance, and Itopiul to tiiku 
possession of that inheritance next year, looking forward to 
that, his feehngs and conduct in reference to hU prttMitut 
abode would be altered. And ho who pOMMeMHeth tliu immui 
and hope of the gospel has his affectionit in Ikmivimi, Mid 
manifests his faith and hope by bringing forth tfut friiiii^ of 
holiness. But not to enlarge here on the nUnnuiU'miU'M of 
a believer, which are treated more fully und<;r iUa Ui*ntl of 
Self-examination, I shall content mymtlt by m\fymmi$ i)m 
or two other points. 

That the gospel believed invariably ini^pir^^ with \Hiwm 
and hope, may be argued from i\iti duty lai/i im MUtSi^rn U) 
obeerve the ordinance of the Ijori'n mifiMff, To tAj¥'yfV4$ 
thai ordinance in a «crii/tural maiJiM^r, it k u^A t/u\f 
to be a Chn»tiiiO, but to li;av<? 4fvi'jUfi><><j ilofX w^ 
fio- Becsinxe atteuli^/n U> that tnA\MSA4^<'Ai ik u^A ofAy ^'/m^ 
memorative of the death of ChriKt i*ff ow uio*^ b'^t A m 
also a puLlic yT*A^.m:fm tJout we ar*; biis *iw:\\A<i^, r/j tUsit 
even a Miertur hath tK/t a i^:r\]A' r4\ w^tr/itui t/^ v*/4>*rrv* 
ord lianoe- urjl*?** he Jiuttii pf<5M?jH <fVi<*<!?i»<;«i; <^ jui^^ 

doul't*. but it k *r^'ia*rt:t lf'.nju %»j4*t >, wt/y 4tv/v«% ii ^-.t J4» 
tbe ca«e t^ *rv*;rT tru*; ^.'i. ♦-)«•- iut ii'^ UiU«t jrf*rvii .. 'J r^^^ 

jM!»U tJt '^,/ii*;*rrL *si«vuit v;. *ii;;» *k u*^ '.t#»if i«*, 4c<»'. *fS«^' v.M<«ii; 
%K li>» *'A.' i<;i. It i»i- u;i<, A' %'-'»' t>;f, «ixt«>.. JL//- /« 
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when they are not; this is hypocrisy, and a very great sia* 
Probably, others while sensible that they are nnconverted, 
are so ignorant as to suppose it mnst be a duty to unite 
with the church, and may hope to get benefit by so doing 
to tbeir souls But it is not a duty, but a sin, to unite "wiih 
the church when unconverted; and an unconverted member 
of a church is in a more dangerous position than the un» 
oonverted that are not members. And others may be self* 
deceivers, flattering themselves that they are Ohristiant 
when they are not. It is dreadful for any one to flatter 
himself that he is on the way to heaven wben he is on 
the way to hell. No one should consider heaven as his 
home unless he can give scriptural reasons for his hope. 
1 Peter iii. 15. 

Great responsibility rests on the churches in this matter. 
I grant indeed, that even when a church is faithful, a 
hypocrite or self-deceiver may sometimes obtain admission, 
for man cannot judge the heart. And if after proper exam- 
ination a person seem in the judgment of charity to be a 
real Christian, it is the duty of die church to admit him. 
But while I say so, it is plain to any who has his eyes open 
on the subject, that there is much unfaithfulness in the case 
of not a few of the churches in our land. Many are 
admitted, and retained, who are plainly unconverted. 
, To be an unconverted member of a church is exceedingly 
dangerous. Suppose a person was an anxious enqiurer 
after salvlition, and one advised him while in that state of 
mind to unite with the church. This, is the very counsel ' 
that Satan would give in such circumstances; for if that 
person unite with the church, it is likely that his anxiety 
concerning salvation shall cease, now that he has become a 
member of the church, and he will possibly settle down on 
a false foundation, and sleep on till he awaken in perdition. 
If my reader is an unconverted member of a church, I 
beseech him to come to a stand. Resolve this moment that 
you never again will observe the ordinance of the Lord's 
supper in an uncoverted state. And if you fully come to 
this point, I hope that soon yon shall be converted, because 
your mind seems opening to your danger. And be assured 
that God puts salvation within your reach by the gospel, 
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and there is no reason with him that you should perish. 
But it is exceedingly difficult to persuade an unconverted 
member of a church to come to the point which I have here 
directed. It seems indeed, in the most of cases, that the 
conversion of unconverted members of churches is hopeless^ 
their position so blinds them to their real danger. Not that 
all of them are fully blind to this, but many of them while 
at times they are in some degree convinced of their danger, 
yet so shut their eyes unto it, that upon the whole, with 
some degree of comfort — false comfort of course — ^they travel 
the downward way. 

Appendix — ^p.p. 141-143. 

In the above pages I have clearly shown that the 
scriptures warrant the conclusion that those who live in 
sin generally die in their sins. And I desire that this 
deeply solemn truth may have its full and proper weighty 
so as to lead sinners to immediate decision. And this im- 
pressive truth ought to stir up believers to labour for the 
conversion of sinners when they are in health. But 
although sinners generally die as they have lived, still 
there are exceptions. And it is the duty of Christians to 
labour earnestly to lead even dying sinners to the Saviour. 

If one out of every nine, or nineteen out of every twenty 
amongst us who live carelessly, die in their sins, it may 
truly be said that generally sinners die as they have lived. 
We cannot indeed speak with certainty as to relative 
numbers on this subject. But if what is stated above be 
even an approximation to the truth, such an awful result 
speaks with a voice of thunder to procrastinating sinners. 
And let it be particularly observed, that carelessness in 
health tends to carelessness in sickness, and the fact is that 
visitors often find that such persons are careless or un- 
awakened even on a death-bed. Still the most will welcome 
GKristian visitors, but if such do not call at an early stage, 
an invitation should be sent to them, for early and frequent 
visits are desireable. And if we hope that even one in ten 
or one in twenty of such, may be saved, this ought to 
encourage Christians earnestly to labour for this end. 
And when a sinner is on the very borders of eternity, it is 
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most jBtnpbatically now or never. How awful when a 
■giuner by his neglect hath suspended his everlasting destiny 
on the decision of his last moments. 

It is madness in the extreme to leave the concerns of 
the soul to a deathbed; still let the Christian labourer bear 
in mind that the thief on the cross is a scriptural example 
of a sinner saved at the eleventh hour. And the writer 
could, mention encouraging cases that he hath learned from 
various sources, besides some that have come under his 
own observation. Still let the unconverted solemnly con- 
sider that the season of health is not only the best for com- 
ing to Christ, but also the best for testing or proving the' 
reality of conversion. 



